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By Mr. Miles of Boston, petition of Russell S. Codman, Jr., relative
to ordering owners of certain buildings in the city of Boston to install
automatic sprinklers. Military Affairs and Public Safety.

the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty

An Act relative to the ordering of owners of cer-
tain BUILDINGS IN THE CITY OF BOSTON TO INSTALL

AUTOMATIC SPRINKLERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 148 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out section 26, as appear-
-3 ing in chapter 481 of the acts of 1945, and inserting
4 in place thereof the following section: —-

5 Section 26. Any basement of a mercantile estab-
-6 lishment, any building used in whole or in part for the
7 business of woodworking, or for the business of manu-
-8 facturing or working upon wooden, basket, rattan or
9 cane goods or articles, or tow, shavings, excelsior,

10 oakum, rope, twine, string, thread, bagging, paper,
11 paper stock, cardboard, rags, cotton or linen, or cotton
12 or linen garments or goods, or rubber, feathers, paint,
13 grease, soap, oil, varnish, petroleum, gasoline, kero-
-14 sene, benzine, naphtha or other inflammable fluids
15 or compounds, and any building used in whole or in
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16 part for the business of keeping or storing any such
17 goods or articles except in such small quantities as are
18 usual for domestic use or for use in connection with
19 and as incident to some business other than such
20 keeping or storing, shall, upon the order of the marshal,
21 and, in Boston, upon the order of the head of the fire
22 department of the city of Boston, be equipped with
23 automatic sprinklers; provided, that no such order
24 shall apply to any building unless four or more per-
-25 sons live or are usually employed therein above the
26 second floor. Any person aggrieved by the order of
27 the head of the fire department of the city of Boston
28 hereunder may, within ten days after the issuance of
29 such order, appeal to the marshal who, after notice
30 and hearing, shall finally determine whether such
31 order shall issue, and shall notify the head of the fire
32 department of the city of Boston and the owner of the
33 building relative to such determination.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 148 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out section 27, as appearing in the
3 Tercentenary Edition, and inserting in place thereof
4 the following section:
5 Section 27. Any owner of a building who, within
6 six months after having received an order from the
7 marshal or in Boston, the head of the fire department,
8 or notice of confirmation of an order by the fire
9 marshal, after a hearing on appeal, all as provided

10 under the preceding section, fails to comply with the
11 requirement of such order shall be punished by a fine
12 of not more than one thousand dollars.


