
No. 1885HOUSE
By Mr. Wondolowski of Worcester (by request), petition of Thomas

J. Lane for payment from the treasury of the Commonwealth of a sum
of money to Romeo J Mercier of Boston as compensation for imprison-
ment for a crime of which he was later found innocent. Ways and
Means (Joint).

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

Resolve in favor of romeo j. mercier of boston.

1 Whereas, In November of the year nineteen hun-
-2 dred and forty-four a criminal complaint was signed
3 and issued against one Romeo J. Mercier of Boston
4 for the atrocious charge of incest against a female
5 child; and
6 Whereas, Said Romeo J. Mercier of said Boston
7 was arrested, indicted and placed on trial upon the
8 charge of having committed said serious crime, and
9 at the said trial the complaining party positively testi-

10 fied that she was criminally attacked by said Romeo
11 J. Mercier; and that as a result of this testimony
12 said Romeo J. Mercier was convicted in the Suffolk
13 superior court at Boston, Massachusetts, on the
14 twentieth day of December, nineteen hundred and
15 forty-four, and was sentenced by the judge of the
16 Suffolk superior court for a period of not less than
17 five years nor more than seven years in the Massachu-
-18 setts state prison; and
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19 Whereas, From December twentieth, nineteen hun-
-20 dred and forty-four, until May twenty-sixth, nineteen
21 hundred and forty-seven, said Romeo J. Mercier for
22 this considerable period of time did suffer imprison-
-23 ment; and
24 Whereas, On January eleventh, nineteen hundred
25 and forty-seven, said complainant filed an affidavit
26 and admitted that the conviction in the Suffolk su-
-27 perior court at Boston, Massachusetts, on the twenti-
-28 eth day of December, nineteen hundred and forty-
-29 four, for the crime of incest against Romeo J. Mercier
30 was brought about by false testimony given by her
31 at his trial in court; and
32 Whereas, On May twenty-sixth, nineteen hundred
33 and forty-seven, a new trial was granted to said
34 Romeo J. Mercier and he was found not guilty at the
35 Suffolk superior court; and
36 Whereas, As a result of said arrest, indictment,
37 trial and imprisonment said Romeo J. Mercier suf-
-38 fered greatly both in body and mind, wgs put in great
39 fear, was put to great expense, prevented from attend-
-40 ing to his usual occupation for a long period and
41 greatly damaged in his reputation and hampered in
42 his opportunity of obtaining employment after his
43 acquittal; now, therefore, be it
44 Resolved, That, subject to appropriation, there be
45 paid out of the treasury of the commonwealth, as
46 compensation for his said undeserved suffering and
47 damage, the sum of ten thousand dollars.


