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Chap. 165 An Act relative to the ascertainment by city and
TOWN CLERKS OF CERTAIN FACTS FOR BIRTH RECORDS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section five of chapter forty-six of the General Laws is

hereby amended by striking out, in the first line, the word
"shall" and inserting in place thereof the word: — may,

—

so as to read as follows :
— Section 5. The clerk of each town

may annually in January ascertain the facts required for

record by section one relative to all children born during the
preceding year and resident therein. When necessary to

supply deficiencies in the birth records, he may enter therein

any written information obtained by him but he shall not
change facts already recorded except as provided in section

thirteen or except to correct errors in copying from notices,

reports or certificates on file in his office. If such an error

is so corrected, a statement to that effect, signed by him,
shall be entered upon the record.

Approved April 2, 1931.
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C/iaw.l66 An Act relative to the disposition of certain insane
PRISONERS.
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section one hundred and three of chapter
one hundred and twenty-three of the General Laws, as

amended by section two of chapter two hundred and thir-

teen of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-nine, is

hereby further amended by striking out, in the tenth and
eleventh lines, the words "there to be kept until returned
to prison as provided in" and inserting in place thereof the
words: — subject to the provisions of, — so as to read as

follows: — Section 103. The superior court upon a report

under the preceding section, if it considers the prisoner to be
insane or in such mental condition that his commitment to

an institution for the insane is necessary for his proper
care or observation pending the determination of his in-

sanity, and his removal expedient, shall issue a warrant,

directed to the warden or superintendent, authorizing him to

cause the prisoner, if a male, to be removed to the Bridge-
water state hospital, and, if a female, to be removed to one
of the state hospitals for the insane, subject to the provisions

of section one hundred and five.

Section 2. Section one hundred and four of said chap-
ter one hundred and twenty-three, as amended by section

three of said chapter two hundred and thirteen, is hereby
further amended by striking out, in the seventeenth and
eighteenth lines, the words "there to be kept until returned
as provided in" and inserting in place thereof the words: —
subject to the provisions of, — so as to read as follows: —
Section IO4. If a prisoner under sentence in a jail, house of

correction, or prison other than one named in section one
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hundred and two, appears to be insane or in such mental
cor"eftion etc

condition that his commitment to an institution for the
insane is necessary for his proper care or observation pend-
ing the determination of his insanity, the physician in at-

tendance shall make a report thereof to the jailer or master
who shall transmit the same to one of the judges mentioned
in section fifty. If the judge finds in accordance with
sections fifty and fifty-one that the prisoner is insane, or

if he finds that the mental condition of the prisoner is such
that his commitment to an institution for the insane is

necessary for his proper care or observation pending the
determination of his insanity, and that his removal is ex-

pedient, he shall order the removal of such prisoner, if a
male to Bridgewater state hospital, if a female to one of the

state hospitals for the insane, subject to the provisions of

section one hundred and five; provided, that if a male Proviso,

prisoner has not been criminal and vicious in his life the

judge may order him removed to one of the state hospitals.

A physician, other than the physician in attendance at the

place of detention, making the certificate, shall be entitled

to the compensation provided by section seventy-three.

Section 3. Said chapter one hundred and twenty-three, g. l. 123,

as most recently amended in section one hundred and five Amended.'

by section four of said chapter two hundred and thirteen, is

hereby further amended by striking out said section one
hundred and five and inserting in place thereof the follow-

ing:— Section 105. When in the opinion of the trustees and folTCltcT^
superintendent of the state hospital to which a prisoner has of prisoners

been committed or removed under section one hundred, to^anlty.

one hundred and three or one hundred and four, or of the

commissioner of correction and the superintendent of the

state farm in case of commitment or removal to the Bridge-

water state hospital, the mental condition of the prisoner

is such that he should be returned to custody or to the penal

institution from which he was taken, they shall so certify

upon the warrant or commitment, and notice, accompanied
by a written statement regarding the mental condition of

the prisoner, shall be given to the proper custodian or to the

warden, superintendent, keeper or master of such penal

institution, as the case may be, who shall thereupon cause

the prisoner to be reconveyed to such custodian, or to such
penal institution, there to remain pursuant to the original

sentence if committed or removed under section one hun-
dred and three or one hundred and four, computing the time

of his detention or confinement in the said hospital as part

of the term of his imprisonment under such sentence; pro- Proviso,

vided, that a prisoner committed or removed to a state hos-

pital under section one hundred, one hundred and three or

one hundred and four for his proper care or observation

pending the determination of his insanity shall, unless found
to be insane as hereinafter provided, be returned in the

manner hereinbefore provided to the pefnal institution or

custody whence so taken, not later than thirty-five days
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thereafter, but such prisoner shall in all other respects be
subject to the provisions of this section. If a prisoner com-
mitted as insane under section one hundred, who has not
been restored to sanity, is returned as aforesaid because
in the opinion of the trustees and superintendent, or of

the commissioner of correction and superintendent, as the

case may be, neither the public interest nor the welfare of

the prisoner will be promoted by his further retention in the

hospital, they shall so certify upon the warrant or commit-
ment and shall append thereto a report relative to the

prisoner's mental condition as affecting his criminal re-

sponsibility and the advisability of his discharge or tem-
porary release from the penal institution or custody to which
he is returned. If a prisoner, committed or removed under
section one hundred, one hundred and three or one hundred
and four for his proper care or observation as aforesaid, is

found by the trustees and superintendent or by the commis-
sioner of correction and superintendent, as the case may be,

to be insane, the finding shall be certified upon the warrant
or commitment, and the superintendent of the institution

shall report the prisoner's mental condition to the court or

judge issuing the warrant or commitment, or in case of the

death, resignation or removal of the judge, to his successor

in office, or in case of the absence or disability of the judge,

to any judge or special justice of the same court, with the

recommendation that the prisoner be committed as an
insane person. The court, judge or justice maj^ thereupon
commit the prisoner to an institution for the insane, if, in

the opinion of the court, judge or justice, such commitment
is necessary. The provisions of this section relative to the

return to custody or to a penal institution of a prisoner

taken therefrom under section one hundred, one hundred
and three or one hundred and four, shall apply, so far as apt,

to a prisoner committed under this section.

Approved April 2, 1931.

Chap. 1^1 An Act providing for hearings by duly appointed
COMMITTEES OF CITY COUNCILS IN CERTAIN PROCEED-
INGS FOR THE LAYING OUT, REPAIRING, ALTERING, RE-

LOCATING AND DISCONTINUING OF CERTAIN HIGHWAYS.

G. L. 82, § 1

amended.
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section one of chapter eight^^-two of the General Laws is

hereby amended by adding at the end thereof the following:

— , and any hearing under any provision of said sections re-

quired to be held before a city council or board of aldermen
so authorized may be held before a duly authorized com-
mittee thereof, — so as to read as follows: — Section 1.

County commissioners within their respective counties may
as to highways,

j^^y q^^^ alter, rclocatc and discontinue highways and order

specific repairs thereon in the manner herein provided, un-

less other provision is made by law. Sections one to thirteen,


