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By Mr. Feeney of Boston, petition of Michael Paul Feeney for
legislation relative to the practice of chiropody (podiatry). Public
Health.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act relative to the practice of chiropody

(podiatry).

1 Whereas, There is a demand for a nationally
2 recognized chiropody school in the commonwealth
3 of Massachusetts maintaining educational standards
4 equal to those nationally approved chiropody schools
5 in other states; and many high school graduates
6 and those with higher education are now forced to
7 attend chiropody schools in other states if they want
8 the privilege of graduating from a school formally
9 recognized by the profession in the United States;

10 and students from other New England states who
11 look to Boston as the place for higher education
12 cannot attend the school in Boston because it is not
13 recognized as maintaining proper standards by any
14 other state and graduates from this school cannot
15 take state board examinations in other states; and
16 the commonwealth of Massachusetts recognizes its
17 obligations to its young citizens in fostering and
18 aiding their education, and that said commonwealth
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19 will give the board of registration in chiropody
20 ample authority to elevate the educational standards.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Chapter 112 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by striking out section 16, as amended
by section 5 of chapter 425 of the acts of 1937, and
inserting in place thereof the following section:
Section 16. Applications for registration, signed
and sworn to by the applicant, shall be made upon
blanks furnished by the board. If an applicant fur-
nishes the board with satisfactory proof that he is
twenty-one and of good moral character, and that
he is a graduate of a high school or its equivalent,
has completed a minimum of two years at an ac-
credited college of the arts or of the sciences and
has completed a four-year course in chiropody in
a school of chiropody (podiatry) approved by the
board. The school shall maintain a course of study
of four separate academic years, each academic year
consisting of thirty-six weeks of subjects and hours
specified by the board.
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The board may suspend the four-year provision
to examine those students who began the study of
chiropody before the effective date of this act, which
is September eighth, nineteen hundred and forty-
eight, and who graduated prior to July first, nineteen
hundred and forty-nine, and to others whose licenses
lapsed for non-payment of license fee or some similar
circumstance.
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Upon the payment of twenty-five dollars the
applicant shall be examined by the board as provided
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in the following section, and, if found qualified, shall
be registered and shall receive a certificate as a
registered chiropodist (podiatrist), signed by the
chairman and secretary of the board. An applicant
failing to pass an examination satisfactory to the
board shall, if not disqualified under sections eighteen
and nineteen, be entitled to be reexamined from time
to time upon the payment of five dollars for each
such reexamination. No such applicant shall be
registered unless he obtains a general average of
seventy-five per cent in the various subjects in which
he is examined. Every such certificate shall expire
on the last day of the year when it was granted, but
upon payment of five dollars shall be renewed by
the board for each subsequent year without
examination.
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Upon failure to make payment of such fee on or
before the last day of the year, such registration
shall expire. The board, not later than five days
thereafter, shall so notify him. Upon application
by a chiropodist whose registration has expired
within six months after the date of such notice and
upon payment of five dollars in addition to the
regular fee for renewal, such registration shall be
reinstated by the board.
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54 Any person who shall present to the board a

certified copy or certificate of registration or license
which was issued to him after examination by a
board of registration in chiropody or in medicine
in any other state, where the requirements for
registration are in the opinion of the board equiva-
lent to those of this commonwealth, may be regis-
tered and given a certificate of registration in this
commonwealth without a written examination : pro-
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03 vided, that such state accords a like privilege to
04 holders of certificates of registration issued in this
05 commonwealth, and that the applicant has not
00 previously failed to pass the examination required
07 in this commonwealth, and that he has been engaged
08 in the reputable practice of chiropody continuously
09 for not less than five years immediately preceding
70 his application, and that he intends to reside and
71 practice chiropody in this commonwealth. The
72 fee for such registration shall be one hundred dollars.
73 Any applicant aggrieved by the refusal of the
74 board to approve a chiropody (podiatry) school
75 under this section shall be entitled to have the
70 reasonableness of such refusal reviewed by a justice
77 of the superior court whose decision shall be final.
78 The board may inspect from time to time or
79 shall, upon the request of any college, university
80 or chiropody (podiatry) school in this common-
81 wealth, inspect such college, university or chi-
82 ropody (podiatry) school and notify the trustees
83 or other governing body in writing if said college,
84 university or chiropody (podiatry) school is ap-
85 proved by the board for the purposes of this section,
86 or, if not, what steps said college, university or
87 chiropody (podiatry) school must take in order to
88 gain the approval of the board. The board, and
89 the commissioner of education acting in an advisory
90 capacity, shall forthwith establish standards to
91 be met by colleges, universities or chiropody (podi-
92 atry) schools and when, in the opinion of the board,
93 such standards have been met by any college, uni-
94 versity or chiropody (podiatry) school, a certificate
95 of approval shall be awarded to it; provided, that
96 if at any time such approved college, university or

97 chiropody (podiatry) school has, in the opinion
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of the board, lowered its standards below that
established by the board, such certificate, after
notice and hearing, may be revoked by the board
and said commissioner.
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Any college, university or chiropody (podiatry)
school desiring to be approved for the purposes of
this section may file with the board a written request
for the approval of such college, university or chi-
ropody (podiatry) school and thereupon a public
hearing shall be seasonably granted by the board
and a written decision made by it within twenty
days after the termination of such hearing and the
applicant for such approval shall be notified of such
decision. A written decision of the board refusing
to approve any college, university or chiropody
(podiatry) school shall not become effective until
thirty days after written notice of such decision is
given to the college, university or chiropody (podi-
atry) school seeking such approval. Every such
college, university or chiropody (podiatry) school
aggrieved by such refusal shall have the right to
file a petition in the superior court for Suffolk county
to revise or reverse the decision of the board. Notice
of the entry of such petition shall be given to the
board and all proceedings connected therewith
shall be according to rules regulating the trial of
civil causes without juries. The court shall hear
the case and finally determine whether or not such
approval shall be granted or revised.
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If such a petition is so filed within the aforesaid
period of thirty days said decision of the board
shall not become effective unless and until a final
decree affirming said decision is entered upon the
aforesaid petition.
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