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HOUSE .... No. 2143

Department of Public W
)0 Nashua Street, Boston 14, December 31, 1941

BOND ISSUE PROGRESS REPORT IN CONNEC-
TION WITH ACCELERATED HIGHWAY
PROGRAM.

if the Acts of 1940,

d House of RepresentTo the Honorable

Chapter 306, Acts of 1949, as passed by the House of
Representatives and the Senate on May 16, 1949, and
approved by His Excellency, Governor Paul A. Dever
on May 18, 1949, provides for an accelerated highway
program through a bond issue of one hundred million
dollars. Of this amount the sum of $92,000,000 is to be
expended by the Massachusetts Department of Public
Works, and the sum of $8,000,000 by the Metropolitan
District Commission. Section 12 of chapter 306 specifies
that the Department and the Commission, respectively,
shall file detailed progress reports with the Governor and
with the Clerk of the House of Representatives on certain
dates, the first of which is December 31, 1949. Pursuant
to the requirement of this section, this progress report is
submitted herewith relative to the projects under super-
vision of the Department of Public Works to be financed
out of funds made available under chapter 306.

Immediately upon approval of the bond issue act, all
of the engineering facilities of the Department were
brought into full play and were further supplemented by
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the employment of consulting engineers as provided for
in section 11 of the act. The speed with which the plans,
specifications and estimates have been and are being
prepared has now become evident to the general public
through the advertising for bids of major projects week
after week, which advertising will continue at the same
rapid pace for at least the next six months.

Of major importance at this stage of this report is the
list of projects established by this Department for con-
struction with funds made available by chapter 306.
While it may possibly be necessary to make slight re-
visions in this list of projects, it appears at the present
time to be quite definite. Attached herewith is a copy of
the list of tentative bond issue projects totalling $92,000,-
000, the sum made available to the Department under
the bond issue act. It is understood, of course, that this
list does not represent all of the work being undertaken
by the Department, inasmuch as the bond issue funds
only supplement the Department’s regular budget ap-
propriations for construction, reconstruction and main-
tenance of highways and bridges.

Section 5 of the act authorizes the Department to ex-
pend a sum not to exceed $37,000,000 for projects in the
area set forth in the “Master Highway Plan for the Boston
Metropolitan Area.” Section 6 authorizes the Depart-
ment to expend a sum not to exceed $53,000,000 for
projects in the area set forth in “The Report on Massa-
chusetts State Highway Needs, exclusive of Metropolitan
Boston.” Section 7 authorizes the Department to ex-
pend a sum not to exceed $2,000,000 for traffic safety
devices on state highways and on roads constructed
under the provisions of section 34 of chapter 90 of the
General Laws.

Section 6 contains the further provision that not less
than $5,000,000 shall be expended in each of the follow-
ing four areas of the commonwealth:
Area 1. West of the Connecticut River.
Area 2. Between the Connecticut River and the easterly boundary

line of Worcester County
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Aren S. Essex, Middlesex and Norfolk counties, including Route 128
therein (Northern Circumferential Highway, so called).

Area Bristol, Plymouth, Barnstable, Dukes and Nantucket
Counties.

It will be noted on the list of bond issue projects sub-
mitted herewith that all of the conditions imposed by
sections 5, 6 and 7 of the act have been complied with in
setting up the planned schedule.

Attention is called at this time to the fact that the
schedule of projects to be undertaken with funds made
available by chapter 306 indicates that an estimated sum
of $42,406,000 will be expended on Federal-Aid projects,
as a result of which reimbursement will be obtained by
the State from the Federal Bureau of Public Roads in the
estimated amount of $21,688,000, or approximately 50
per cent of the total cost of the projects involved, this
reimbursement to be obtained throughout the required
construction period. This information has already been
transmitted to the Budget Commissioner.

In explanation of procedure on Federal-Aid projects,
the total expenditure in the first instance is made by the
State. The federal government, through the Bureau of
Public Roads, allots funds to each State for construction
on primary, secondary and urban routes, provided that
the States can match the available federal funds for
primary, secondary and urban routes in the established
ratios, generally averaging about 50 per cent of the project
costs. However, in Massachusetts the State must in the
first instance provide 100 per cent of the funds necessary
for completion of the Federal-Aid projects to be under-
taken on primary, secondary and urban routes, since
when the reimbursements are obtained from the federal
government through submission of progress vouchers and
final vouchers, these receipts are not available to the De-
partment of Public Works, but are turned in to the
Highway Fund and are then available for further appro-
priation by the Legislature.

The next section of this report deals with the actual
progress to date of projects to be constructed under the
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bond issue act. It will be noted that explanatory notes
have been added in the “Remarks” column of the at-
tached list of bond issue projects, indicating those projects
for which contracts have already been awarded, and also
those projects which have already been advertised for
bids and for which bids have not yet been opened or for
which bids have already been opened but the contracts
not yet actually awarded.

In order to control the expenditures of funds made
available by this bond issue, our board of commissioners
votes the allotments necessary to cover the costs of land
takings and damages, the payments to contractors after
the contracts are awarded, the costs of engineering serv-
ices, and any other charges to be made to said special
funds.

The total allotments approved to date by our board
are as follows;

Boston metropolitan area $1,227,100 00
Outside Boston metropolitan area:

Area 1 §112,061 46
Area 2 2,478,312 24
Area 3 4,528,282 94
Area 4 3,204,217 60

10,320,874 24
Traffic safety devices 324,983 22

Total *11,872,957 46

Whereas the sum of $11,872,957.46 has already been
allotted, it is estimated that contracts will be awarded
before June 30, 1950, for practically all work to be under-
taken with the 1949 Bond Issue funds (chapter 306),
except for parts of the Central Artery project in the city
of Boston. This project is estimated at $30,000,000, and
is for the construction of an elevated highway from
Atlantic Avenue past Haymarket Square and the North
Station, and a new bridge over the Charles River, with
connections to the Charles Street traffic circle and to the
Mystic River bridge. It is expected that we will be ready
to advertise for bids for the substructure of the Charles
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River bridge early in February, 1950, and that contracts
for the remaining parts of this project may be awarded
during the summer and fall of 1950. It is also expected
that contracts for all traffic signal projects will be awarded
in the spring of 1950, and that all possible painting of
traffic lines and erection of traffic signs will be completed
before the end of 1950.

Particular attention is called to the record of achieve-
ment to date, and the anticipated progress during the
first six months of 1950, especially when it is noted that
section 13 of chapter 306 does not require that all con-
tracts for projects authorized by the act shall be entered
into by the Department until June 30, 1951, which date
will be bettered by almost a full year for the major part
of the program undertaken by the Department with the
$92,000,000 provided by the bond issue act.

Following is a summarization of the Department’s
progress to date and the anticipated progress to com-
pletion of the present bond issue program:

Allotments made to date, December 31, 1949 . SI 1,872,957 46
Projects already advertised, bids not yet opened, or

bids opened and contracts not yet awarded . 14,561,000 00=1

826,433,957 46=1

Estimated for advertising (not including Central
Artery, Boston) during:

January, 1950 86,780,000 00
February, 1950 11,035,000 00
March, 1950 5,835,000 00
April, 1950 . 2,190,000 00
May, 1950 . . . 8,051,025 76

To be advertised between January 1, 1950, and
June 1, 1950 33,891,025 76=1

860,324,983 22=1
Traffic safety devices 182,000,000 8324,983 22

already allotted) 1,675,016 78

862.000.000 00
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noted previouslyBoston (Central Artery) (progre
in report) *30,000,000 00

Total bond issue funds available to Depart-
ment *92,000,000 00

Respectfully submitted

Commissioner
BENJAMIN H. GROUT,

Associate Commission e

Associate Commissi
FRANCIS V. MATERA,

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

WILLIAM F. CALLAHAN,
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Outside Metropolitan Area
Area 1 Federal Aid
Area ] Non-Federal Aid

Area 2 Federal Aid .

Area 2 Non-Federal Aid

Area 3 Federal Aid
Area 3 Non-Federal Aid

Area 4 Federal Aid .

Area 4 Non-Federal Aid

Unallocatei

Total

Inside Metropolitan Area
Federal Aid (exclusive of Central Artery) 16,750,000
Non-Federal Aid (exclusive of Central

Artery) 250,000
Central Artery 30,000,000

37,000,000
2,000,000Traffic Safety Divisk

$92,000,000Grand Total

SUMMARY
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Outside Metropolitan Are
Area 1 Federal Aid
Area I Non-Federal Aid

Federal AidArea
Area Non-Federal Aid

Area 3 Federal Aid .

Area 3 Non-Federal Aid

Area 4 Federal Add
Area 4 Non-Federal Aid

Unallocated

Total

Inside Metropolitan Area
Federal Aid (exclusive of Central Artery) $6,750,000
Non-Federal Aid (exclusive of Central

Artery) 250,000
Central Artery 30,000,000

37,000,000
2,000,000Traffic Safety Div

$92,000,000Grand Total

SUMMARY
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