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SPECIAL REPORT RELATIVE TO MEANS OF
RELIEVING TRAFFIC CONGESTION ON
STREETS NEAR THE STATE HOUSE.

December 7, 1949

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representative

Acting under the provisions of chapter 46 of the Re-
solves of 1949, the State Department of Public Works,
the traffic commission of the city of Boston, and the
State Superintendent of Buildings, acting jointly, submit
herewith a report, plans and proposed legislation relative
to means of relieving traffic congestion of streets near the
State House as directed by the resolve.

Factors or conditions contributory to congestion, or
inability of traffic to flow freely, include vehicular volumes,
inadequate pavement widths, and curb parking practices.
Existing conditions pertaining to traffic volumes from
8 a.m. to 6.30 p.m., pavement and sidewalk widths, and
curb parking practices are indicated on Plan A (on file in
the House Clerk’s office).

Curb parking permitted on streets in the area bounded
by Beacon Street on the south, Joy Street on the west,
Cambridge Street on the north, and Bowdoin Street on
the east are principally reserved for use by the General
Court. Exceptions to this include the westerly side of
Hancock Street and the westerly side of Bowdoin Street
from Derne Street to Cambridge Street, on which gen-
eral parking is permitted.

Curb car spaces reserved for the General Court are a
follows:

Beacon Street from Charles Street to ,loy Street ... 33
Beacon Street from Joy Street to Park Street ... 26
Hancock Street from Cambridge Street to Mount Vernon Street 42,
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Herne Street from Hancock Street to Bowdoin Street 16Mount V ernon Street from Bowdoin Street, westerly
Bowdoin Street from Mount Vernon Street to Beacon Street
Off street adjacent to State House

9
9

louse Annex 3

Total 138

Curb car spaces available for general parking are as
follows:
Hancock Street from Cambridge Street to Mount Vernon Street 38
Bowdoin Street from Cambridge Street to Derne Street . . 23
Off street adjacent to State House Annex 57

Total 118

Congestion was chiefly noted at Bowdoin Street, be-
tween Mount Vernon Street and Beacon Street, Hancock
Street between Cambridge Street and Mount Vernon
Street, Derne Street between Hancock Street and Bow-
doin Street, and the connecting roadway from Ashburton
Place and Mount Vernon Street.

Bowdoin Street, between Mount Vernon Street and
Beacon Street is one way southerly, and carried 4,974
vehicles during the lOV2 hour count period. The pave-
ment width is 25.1 feet. Parked vehicles on the westerly
side of Bowdoin Street, together with parking violators
on the easterly side, often reduce traffic movement to
one lane.

Hancock Street is one way, southerly, from Cambridge
Street to Mount Vernon Street, and carried 1,231 ve-
hicles during the hour count. The pavement width
varies from 19.8 feet between Mount Vernon and Derne
streets, to 22.9 feet between Derne and Cambridge
streets. Parking on both sides of Hancock Street barely
leaves room for a passenger vehicle to thread its way
through.

Derne Street is one way, easterly. Vehicular counts
showed 894 vehicles traveling between Hancock and
Temple streets, and 348 vehicles between Temple and
Bowdoin streets. The pavement width varies from 19.2
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feet to 28.2 feet. Parking for members of the General
Court is permitted on the south side. While parking is
prohibited on the north side, the occasional violator, or
the stopping delivery truck, leaves little space for the
movement of one lane of traffic.

The connecting roadway across State House land ad-
jacent to the State House Annex, connecting the inter-
section of Ashburton Place and Bowdoin Street to Mount
Vernon Street carried 3,410 vehicles one way in a southerly
direction. Congestion in this roadway is caused by park-
ing vehicles reducing the available width of pavement.

A widening of these streets to accommodate both the
parking of vehicles and a free movement of through
traffic would reduce sidewalk widths below a suitable
minimum, or require set-backs of building fronts. The
cost of altering building fronts would be excessive in
respect to the advantages gained.

The most suitable solution to alleviate traffic congestion
appears to be the establishment of off-street parking fa-
cilities and the prohibition of curb parking. This solu-
tion would permit the use of the full width of pavements
for moving traffic.

The acquiring of private property, razing of existing
buildings, and the constructing of a suitable garage
structure in the immediate vicinity of the State House
would be excessively costly in view of land values.

It is proposed and recommended, therefore, that a two-
level garage structure be constructed in the area bounded
by Bowdoin Street, Mount Vernon Street, the State House
Annex, and Derne Street.

This structure, with entrances on Derne Street, could
house 272 vehicles on two floors, with surface parking of
115 vehicles at the present ground level over the garage.
Plan B (on file in the House Clerk’s office) indicates street
conditions which would be made possible by the installa-
tion of this structure, including the widening of Derne
Street on the southerly side.

The garage would be below the present ground level
and when completed would be more pleasing to the eye,
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and more useful for surface parking than the existing
ground facilities. The Devens and Banks statues would
be relocated under this plan.

Parking facilities under this plan would care for the
parking needs for members of the General Court and offi-
cial visitations to the State House to a much greater ex-
tent than the present curb parking.

A set of plans, showing the proposed design for the
garage is on file in the office of the Clerk of the House of
Representatives.

It is estimated the cost for constructing this garage will
be $500,000 and the widening of Derne Street, $5,000.

Respectfully submitted,

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

W. F. CALLAHAN,
Comm

B. H. GROUT,
Associate Commissioner

THE TRAFFIC COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF BOSTON.

LEO F. CURLEY,
Commissioner.

GUSTAVE W. EVERBERG,
State Superintendent of Buildings
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty

An Act providing for the construction of a two

FLOOR GARAGE AND SURFACE PARKING AREA ON STATE

LAND IN THE CITY OF BOSTON, BOUNDED BY MOUNT

VERNON STREET, BOWDOIN STREET, DERNE STREET,

AND THE STATE HOUSE ANNEX; AND THE WIDENING

OF DERNE STREET.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. A special commission, composed of five
2 members, one of which shall be the state superintend-
-3 ent of buildings, be appointed to carry out the provi-
-4 sions of section two and three of this act.

1 Section 2. The special commission provided for
2 in section one of this act, is hereby authorized to pre-

-3 pare plans, execute contracts, and supervise the con-

-4 struction of a two-floor garage and surface parking
5 area, on state land, in Boston, bordered by Mount
(i Vernon Street, Bowdoin Street, Derne Street, and the
7 State House Annex, together with all necessary appur-
-8 tenances for the operation of said garage and parking
9 area, and to widen the paved roadway of Derne Street.

PROPOSED LEGISLATION.

Cl)t Commontoealtb of 00000acfmoettg
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1 Section 3. The design and layout of the garage
2 structure, surface parking area, and widening of Derne
3 Street shall be substantially as recommended in the
4 report submitted jointly by the department of public
5 works, the traffic commission of the city of Boston,
6 and the state superintendent of buildings. Authoriza-
-7 lion is hereby granted for the relocation of the General
8 Devens statue and the General Banks statue, sub-
-9 stantially as indicated on plans accompanying the

10 above report.


