
HOUSE .... No. 2290
Mr. O’Neill of Cambridge presented a petition of Thomas P.

O’Neill, Jr., Harris S. Richardson, Chester A. Dolan, Jr., Robert F.
Murphy and Charles Gibbons for adoption of resolutions by the
General Court memorializing the people of the Commonwealth to
assist the blood donor program of the American Red Cross. Consti-
tutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty

Resolutions memorializing the citizens of the com-
monwealth TO help in every way possible the

BLOOD DONOR PROGRAM OF THE AMERICAN RED CROSS.

1 Whereas, The American National Red Cross, on
2 January sixteenth, nineteen hundred and fifty, dedi-
-3 cated its Massachusetts Regional Blood Center at
4 314 Dartmouth St., Boston, and is campaigning for
5 donations of blood to fulfill its program of providing
6 sufficient blood and blood derivatives, without charge
7 for the products, to help save lives and prevent need-
-8 less suffering throughout the nation; and
9 Whereas, Massachusetts may be justly proud of the

10 local chapters of the American Red Cross in Massa-
-11 chusetts wliich have become a part of the finest tradi-
-12 tions of our Commonwealth, and continue to foster
13 these traditions through its Blood Donor Program;
14 and
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15 Whereas, The blood program of the Red Cross in
16 time of war made an inestimable and invaluable con-
-17 tribution to the saving of the lives of the men and
18 women of this Commonwealth who represented their
19 country in the fighting services, and now in time of
20 peace has organized once again to answer the need for
21 blood as a pillar of national health; and
22 Whereas, Fact finding studies at Hiroshima and
23 Nagasaki pointed directly to blood as a medical de-
-24 fense if the catastrophe of atomic war ever befalls us,
25 and accentuated the need for millions of pints of
26 blood in the immediate weeks following such a dis-
-27 aster: and
28 Whereas, Innumerable “firsts” in surgery and medi-
-29 cine have resulted from research in blood, and the
30 benefits therefrom have been applied to the humani-
-31 tarian purpose of saving lives; and
32 Whereas, The Red Cross in peace and in war has
33 effectively acted as the depositary of donations of
34 blood for the well being of individuals regardless of
35 race, color or creed; and
36 Whereas, The need of the Red Cross for blood donors
37 is immediate, vital and necessary to the health and
38 security of our Commonwealth and our Nation; there-
-39 fore be it
40 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
41 regards the blood donor program of the American
42 Red Cross as a foremost consideration of our Common-
-43 wealth, and its solicitation of blood donations as a
44 vital necessity; and that this program has saved the
45 people of Massachusetts hundreds of thousands of
46 dollars which they could not otherwise afford and has
47 contributed untold hours of health and happiness to
48 untold numbers of afflicted people; and be it further
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49 Resolved, That the people of Massachusetts be and
50 herein- are memorialized, each and severally, to help
51 this blood donor program by unselfishly giving a part
52 of their own being, their own blood, to the end
53 that the Red Cross in this time of peace may carry
54 on as effectively as in time of war its humanitarian
55 objective of life, health and securitv for all.




