
HOUSE No. 2325

House of Representatives, March 8, 1950.

The committee on Public Welfare, to whom were
referred so much of the Governor’s Address (Senate,
No. 1) as relates to transferring to the Department of
Mental Health the care and custody of mental patients
at Tewksbury and Bridgewater (pages 36 and 37); and
as relates to an amendment of the laws governing com-
mittals to mental institutions (page 37), the petition
(accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 140) of Jessie W. Law
and others for legislation relative to the commitment and
care of persons alleged to be insane, the petition (ac-
companied by bill, House, No. 1494) of Estella E. Mar-
shall for certain changes in the laws relating to the care
and treatment of insane persons, the petition (accom-
panied by bill, House, No. 1495) of Estella E. Marshall
relative to examination of persons in commitment pro-
ceedings before certain courts, and the report of the
special commission (including members of the General
Court) established (under Chapter 73 of the Resolves
of 1949) to make an investigation and study relative to
the admission or commitment of persons to institutions
under the jurisdiction of the Department of Mental
Health and to their rights when so admitted or committed
(House, No. 2239), report the accompanying resolve
(House, No. 2325).

For the committee,

THOMAS F. COADY, Jr.
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In the Year One Thousand Xine Hundred and Fifty

Resolve reviving and continuing the unpaid special

COMMISSION ESTABLISHED TO MAKE AN INVESTIGATION

AND STUDY RELATIVE TO THE ADMISSION OR COMMIT-

MENT OF PERSONS TO INSTITUTIONS UNDER THE JURIS-

DICTION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH,

AND TO THEIR RIGHTS WHEN SO ADMITTED OR COM-

MITTED, AND CERTAIN RELATED MATTERS.

4 and continued for the purpose of continuing its
5 investigation and study relative to the admission
6 or commitment of persons to institutions under the
7 jurisdiction of the department of mental health, and
8 to their rights when so admitted or committed, and
9 certain related matters. The commission, in the

10 course of its investigation and study hereunder,
11 shall also consider the subject matter of so much of
12 the governor’s address, printed as current senate
13 document numbered one, as relates to transferring
14 to the department of mental health the care and
15 custody of mental patients at Tewksbury and Bridge-
-16 water, and so much thereof as relates to an amendment
17 of the laws governing committals to mental institu-
-18 lions, and the subject matter of current senate docu-
-19 ment numbered one hundred and fortv and of current
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20 house documents numbered fourteen hundred and
21 ninety-four and fourteen hundred and ninety-five.
22 The commission shall be provided with quarters in
23 the state house or elsewhere, may hold public hearings,
24 and shall have the power to summon witnesses and
25 to require the production of books, records, contracts
26 and papers and the giving of testimony under oath.
27 The commission may travel within and without the
28 commonwealth and may expend for expert, clerical
29 and other services and expenses the unexpended
30 balance of the amount appropriated by item 0259 in
31 section two of chapter eight hundred and ten of the
32 acts of nineteen hundred and forty-nine.

33 The commission shall report to the general court
34 the results of its investigation and study, and its
35 recommendations, if any, together with drafts of
36 legislation necessary to carry such recommendations
37 into effect, by filing the same with the clerk of the
38 house of representatives not later than the first
39 Wednesday of December in the current vear.
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