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If a parent whose consent would be required if living in the
commonwealth lives outside thereof and the address of such
parent is known, such notice of the proceedings shall be given
him as the probate or district court may order. Said court
may also after hearing make such order in the case of a person
whose age is alleged to exceed that specified in the preceding
section, but who is unable to produce an official record of

birth, whereby the reasonable doubt of the clerk or registrar,

as exercised under section thirty-five, may be removed.
Upon receipt of a certified copy of such order by the clerk or
registrar of the town where such minor resides, he shall

receive the notice required by law and issue a certificate as

in other cases. Approved April 16, 1931.
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Chaj).2\^ An Act changing the designation of lying-in hospitals
TO maternity hospitals and relative to the pur-
poses FOR which such HOSPITALS ARE REQUIRED TO BE
LICENSED.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Section seventy-one of chapter one hundred
and eleven of the General Laws is hereby amended by strik-

ing out, in the third line, the word "lying-in" and inserting

in place thereof the word :
— maternity, — and by striking

out, in the fifth line, the words "in labor" and inserting in

place thereof the words : — during pregnancy, delivery, or
while recovering from delivery, — so as to read as follows

:

— Section 71 . The department of public welfare may issue

a license, subject to revocation by it, to any person whom it

deems suitable and responsible to establish or keep for two
years a maternity hospital, hospital ward or other place for

the reception, care and treatment of women during preg-

nancy, delivery, or while recovering from delivery, if the local

board of health shall first certify to said department that,

from its inspection and examination of such hospital, hos-

pital ward or other place aforesaid, the same is suitable

therefor.

Section 2. Section seventy-three of said chapter one
hundred and eleven is hereby amended by striking out, in

the second line, the word "lying-in" and inserting in place

thereof the word :
— maternity, — so as to read as follows

:

— Section 73. Whoever establishes or keeps or is concerned
in establishing or keeping a maternity hospital, hospital ward
or other place for the purpose mentioned in section seventy-
one or is engaged in any such business without such license,

shall for a first offence be punished by a fine of not more
than five hundred dollars, and for a subsequent offence by
imprisonment for not more than two years.

Section 3. Section seven of said chapter one hundred
and eleven is hereby amended by striking out, in the ninth
line, the word "lying-in" and inserting in place thereof the
word :

— maternity, — so as to read as follows :
— Section 7.

If smallpox or any other contagious or infectious disease
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declared by the department to be dangerous to the pubhc
health exists or is likely to exist in any place within the com-
monwealth, the department shall make an investigation

thereof and of the means of preventing the spread of the dis-

ease, and shall consult thereon with the local authorities.

It shall have co-ordinate powers as a board of health, in

ever}" town, with the board of health thereof. It may re- Notice.

quire the officers in charge of any city or state institution,

charitable institution, public or private hospital, dispensary
or maternity hospital, or any board of health, or the phy-
sicians in any town to give notice of cases of any disease de-

clared by the said department to be dangerous to the public

health. Such notice shall be given in such manner as the
department may deem advisable. If any such officer, board
or physician refuses or neglects to give such notice, he or they
shall forfeit not less than fifty nor more than two hundred
dollars. Approved April 16, 1931

.

An Act rendering certain feeble-minded persons in- Qhar) 214
CAPABLE OF CONTRACTING MARRIAGE.

^'

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter two hundred and seven of the General Laws is o. l. 207, § 5.

hereby amended by striking out section five and inserting amended.

in place thereof the following : — Section 5. An insane per- insane persons

son, an idiot, or a feeble-minded person under commitment feebl^mhided
to an institution for the feeble-minded, to the custody or persons in-

supervision of the department of mental diseases, or to an mMrying.

institution for mental defectives, shall be incapable of con-
tracting marriage. The validity of a marriage shall not be
questioned by reason of the insanity, idiocy or of the feeble- .

mindedness aforesaid of either party in the trial of a col-

lateral issue, but shall be raised only in a process instituted

in the lifetime of both parties to test such validity.

Approved April 16, 1931.

An Act requiring mental and physical examinations of
QJid^j 215

CHILDREN BEFORE BEING COMMITTED AS DELINQUENTS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter one hundred and nineteen of the General Laws g. l, 119,

is hereby amended by inserting after section fifty-eight the afterTss""

following new section: — Section 58A. Prior to the commit- Mental and
ment, by way of final disposition to any public institution or '^^^^^'^?-^

^^~

to the department, of a child adjudged to be a delinquent of children

child, the court shall cause such child to receive thorough committed^
physical and mental examinations, under rules and regulations '^^ delinquents.

prescribed by the commissioner of mental diseases. The Reports of

court shall cause copies of the reports showing the results of
'"'^s"'*^-

such examinations and of the investigation made by the pro-

bation officer to be forwarded to the superintendent of the
institution to which such child is committed or to the de-
partment, as the case may be, with the warrant of commit-
ment. Approved April 16, 1931,


