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By Mr. Hedges of Quincy, petition of Charles W. Hedges that

Congress be memorialized to take immediate action to prevent the
complete liquidation of the ship building industry' in the Common-
wealth. Constitutional Law.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

Resolutions memorializing congress to take immedi-

ate ACTION TO PREVENT THE COMPLETE LIQUIDATION
OF THE SHIP BUILDING INDUSTRY IN MASSACHUSETTS.

1 Whereas, The maintenance of a strong and sub-
-2 stantial merchant marine fleet is vitally essential for
3 the economic welfare and strength of all sections of
4 the United States of America; and
5 Whereas, In the present uncertain, volatile world
6 conditions, the continuance of an effective fleet of
7 naval ships of all types is essential for national safety,
8 inasmuch as the maintenance of such a fleet may be
9 the most important factor in averting another devas-

-10 tating war; and
11 Whereas, In peace times a powerful merchant ma-
-12 rine fleet adds substantially to the economic strength
13 of the United States, it also serves to train competent
14 personnel, which in time of war becomes a strong and
15 effective auxiliary to our fleet of fighting ships; and
16 Whereas, The construction and maintenance of a
17 lusty merchant marine and naval fleet is entirely de-
-18 pendent on the availability of skilled engineers, me-
-19 chanics and artisans; and
20 Whereas, The Commonwealth of Massachusetts in-
-21 eludes within its present population a substantial
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22 number of men experienced in the various trades and
23 crafts required in building, repairing and refitting
24 ships of all types; and
25 Whereas, Due to the present limited amount of ship
26 construction, repairing and refitting work currently
27 available to the shipyards of Massachusetts, innumer-
-28 able skilled shipyard workers, many over forty years
29 of age, are now unemployed, and numerous others
30 are threatened with unemployment; and
31 Whereas, The enforced discharges of more skilled
32 shipyard workers may result in their taking up em-
-33 ployment in other industries, or possible migrating to
34 other sections of the country; and
35 Whereas, The unavailability of skilled shipbuilders
36 in or near communities where, suitable yards are 10-37
37 cated may present a problem of major national pro-
-38 portions in the event of war or serious threats of war;
39 and
40 Whereas, The safety of our nation requires an effec-
-41 five navy and powerful merchant marine to be main-
-42 tained at a level equal to that of any potential foe
43 who seemingly has added at least three sizeable battle-
-44 ships to a growing fleet. Such fleets are possible only
45 with an adequate supply of shipbuilders; therefore
46 be it
47 Resolved, That the general court of Massachusetts
48 memorializes the Congress of the United States to
49 take immediate action to prevent the complete liqui-
-50 dation of the ship building industry in Massachusetts;
51 and be it further

o 2 Resolved, 1 hat copies of these resolutions be sent
53 forthwith by the secretary of the commonwealth, to
54 the President of the United States, to the presiding
55 officer of each branch of Congress, and to the members
56 thereof from this commonwealth.


