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Executive Department

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has been invited
to join with her sister state, the State of Maine, in com-
memorating the two-hundredth anniversary of the birth
of Major General Henry Knox, which event occurred
in Boston on July 25, 1750. During his lifetime General
Knox rendered conspicuous service in the military, politi-
cal and industrial life of the nation. Under General
Washington he served as Major General of Artillery in
the American Revolution. Washington appointed him
as Secretary of War in the national cabinet where he
served for eight years. Later he served as a member of
the Massachusetts General Court and as a member of
the Governor’s Council.

A three day celebration of the birth of General Knox
has been planned under the auspices of the Knox Memo-
rial Association to be held in Thomaston, Maine and the
legislature of that State has unanimously adopted a
resolution to Congress asking that a commemorative
postage stamp be issued in his honor.

It is, therefore, appropriate that Massachusetts join
with the Thirteen Original States in asking that this
laudable tribute be paid to a son of Massachusetts. To
this end I recommend to your honorable bodies the adop-
tion of the following:

Be it resolved, That we recognize this great historic
occasion with full approval and support of the events of
the year, and pray the Congress of the United States
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through our Senators and Representatives to pass appro-
priate legislation authorizing the issue of a postage stamp
showing the beautiful “Montpelier” with a portrait of
General Henry Knox in recognition of those historic
events of National importance; to mark the occasion of
his eminent military, political and industrial service to
our country.

PAUL A. DEVER,
Governor.


