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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

Recently the federal government adopted Public Law
574 of the 81st Congress, entitled, “Housing and Rent
Act of 1950”.

In substance, the United States has re-enacted the
Housing and Rent Act of 1947 with certain changes and
provisions which make necessary the adoption by us of
legislation to implement and make effective the federal
law.

In general, the 1950 Act extends federal rent controls
to December 31, 1950, and provides the means of further
extending such controls to June 30, 1951, on a local
option basis. I quote from some of the relevant pro-
visions :

“Sec. 4. Section 204 (f) of the Housing and Rent Act
of 1947, as amended, is hereby amended to read as
follows:

‘“(f) (1) The provisions of this title, except section
204 (a), shall cease to be in effect at the close of December
31, 1950, except that they shall cease to be in effect at the
close of June 30, 1951

“‘(A) in any incorporated city, town or village which,
at a time when maximum rents under this title are in
effect therein, and prior to December 31, 1950, declares
(by resolution of its governing body adopted for that
purpose, or by popular referendum, in accordance with
local law) that a shortage of rental housing accommoda-
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tions exists which requires the continuance of rent control
in such city, town or village. . . .

“‘(2) Any incorporated city, town, or village which
makes the declaration specified in paragraph (1) (A) of
this subsection shall notify the Housing Expediter in
writing of such action promptly after it has been taken.

“‘(3) Notwithstanding any provision of paragraph (1)
of this subsection, the provisions of this title shall cease
to be in effect upon the date of a proclamation by the
President or upon the date specified in a concurrent
resolution by the two Houses of the Congress, declaring
that the further continuance of the authority granted by
this title is not necessary because of the existence of an
emergency, whichever date is the earlier.

“‘(4) Notwithstanding any provision of paragraph (1)
or (3) of this subsection, the provisions of this title and
regulations, orders, and requirements thereunder shall
be treated as still remaining in force for the purpose of
sustaining any proper suit or action with respect to any
right or liability incurred prior to the termination date
specified in such paragraph’”.

You will note from the foregoing that federal rent
controls will cease at the close of December 31, 1950, ex-
cept that, in effect, cities and towns may continue such
controls by so choosing either by resolution of their gov-
erning body or by popular referendum.

At the present writing residential property is subject
to federal rent controls in every county of the common-
wealth save four, Dukes, Nantucket, Franklin and
Plymouth.

In the Count}- of Franklin, property in the town of
Greenfield is still subject to such controls. In Plymouth
County it remains under such controls in the following
municipalities: Brockton, Abington, Bridgewater, East
Bridgewater, West Bridgewater, Hingham, Mattapoisett,
Middleborough, Plymouth, Rockland and Whitman.

I am unaware of any presently available and suitable
means of conducting such a popular referendum as is en-
visaged by the federal legislation. Accordingly, I recom-
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mend the adoption by you of an act which will supply the
deficiency. A proposed draft of such legislation is at-
tached herewith for your information and convenience.
This, or similar legislation, should be adopted forthwith
so that the popular will with respect to the continuance
of federal rent controls may be determined in each city
or town where such controls now obtain or will be in
force by the date of the next biennial state election.

PAUL A. DEVER,
Governor.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fit

An Act providing for the declaration by popular

REFERENDUM IN CERTAIN CITIES AND TOWNS AS TO

WHETHER A SHORTAGE OF RENTAL HOUSING ACCOMMO-

DATIONS EXISTS WHICH REQUIRES THE CONTINUANCE

OF FEDERAL RENT CONTROL THEREIN.

operation of this act would
■ which is to provide forth-

1 Whereas, The defence
2 tend to defeat its purpo:

legislation permitting in certain cities and
towns a declaration by popular referendum, pursuant
to the Housing and Rent Act of 1950, as to whether a

6 shortage of rental housing accommodations exists
7 which requires the continuance of federal rent
8 trol therein in accordance with the provisions of
9 Act, therefore it is hereby declared to be an emergency

10 law, necessary for the immediate preservation of tl
11 public convenience

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The State secretary shall cause to be
2 placed on the official ballot used at the next biennial

state election in those cities and towns in which m

ROPOSED LEGISLATION

C!)t Commontoealtb of Massachusetts



1950.] 5HOUSE — No. 2751.

4 mum rents under federal legislation are in effect the
following question:

6 Shall a declaration be made by popular referendum,
7 pursuant to the Housing and Rent Act of 1950, that a
8 shortage of rental housing accommodations exists
9 which requires the continuance of federal rent control

10 in this city (or town) after December thirty-
11 first, nineteen hundred and fifty and until v*«-

12 the close of June thirtieth, nineteen hun- NO-

-13 dred and fifty-one, in accordance with the
14 provisions of said Act?
15 The following directions shall also be placed on said
16 ballot in such cities and towns immediately above
17 the foregoing question:
18 (a) If a voter desires that this city (or town) shall
19 declare by popular referendum that a shortage of
20 rental housing accommodations exists which requires
21 the continuance of federal rent control in this city
22 (or town) after December thirty-first, nineteen hun-
-23 dred and fifty, and until the close of June thirtieth,
24 nineteen hundred and fifty-one, in accordance with
25 the provisions of the Housing and Rent Act of 1950,
26 he will vote “yes” on said question.
27 (b) If he desires that federal rent control shall
28 cease to be in effect in this city (or town) at the close
29 of December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty,
30 he will vote “no” on said question.
31 If a majority of the votes cast in any such city or
32 town in answer to said question are in the affirmative,
33 such city or town shall be taken to have declared by
34 popular referendum, pursuant to the Housing and
35 Rent Act of 1950, that a shortage of rental accom
36 modations exists which requires the continuance o
37 federal rent control in such city or town after De
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38 cember thirty-first, nineteen hundred and fifty, and
39 until the close of June thirtieth, nineteen hundred
40 and fifty-one, in accordance with the provisions of
41 said act.
42 If a majority of the votes cast in any such city or
43 town in answer to said question are not in the affirma-
-44 tive, such city or town shall be taken not to have
45 declared by popular referendum, pursuant to the
46 Housing and Rent Act of 1950, that a shortage of
47 rental accommodations exists which requires the con-
-48 tinuance of federal rent control in such city or town
49 after December thirty-first, nineteen hundred and
50 fifty.






