
HOUSE No. 2752
Substituted by the House, on motion of Mr. Gibbons of Stoneham

for a Senate report of the committee on Public Welfare, reference to
the next annual session (under Joint Rule 10), on so much of the
Governor’s Address (Senate, No. 1) as relates to the enactment of
legislation to modernize the correctional system with special reference
to the laws applicable to women offenders and relative to the authority
of the superintendent of the Women’s Reformatory at Framingham
(page 42). July 17.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act to provide work outside of the reformatory

FOR WOMEN FOR CERTAIN INMATES THEREOF.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

1 Chapter 127 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended, is hereby further amended by inserting
3 after section 86 the following two new sections:
4 Section 86A. There shall hereby be created at the
5 reformatory for women a conditional placement board
6 which shall consist of the superintendent, the deputy
7 superintendent, the chief social worker, the psycholo-
-8 gist, and the physician. Said board may permit an
9 inmate of said reformatory not serving a life sentence,

10 who shall consent thereto, to be employed at any place
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11 outside the precincts or dependencies of the said re-
-12 formatory, by the day; but in no case beyond the term
13 of her maximum sentence. Such employment shall
14 be subject to rules and regulations drawn up by said
15 board and submitted to the commissioner of correc-
-16 tion for his approval. The said board shall administer
17 said rules and regulations, when approved. Said rules
18 and regulations shall provide for reasonable periods of
19 confinement to the reformatory before a woman is
20 permitted employment outside of it, shall establish
21 the conditions of agreement to be entered into by an
22 employer of such women, and shall provide for proper
23 supervision during such employment; provided, (a) no
24 woman shall be employed at wages less than those
25 paid by her employer to non-inmate employees doing
26 the same type of work, or in domestic service less than
27 the prevailing wage for comparable work in the area
28 concerned, (5) no woman shall be employed at a place
29 where there exists any strike or stoppage of employ-
-30 ment arising from any dispute over wages, working
31 conditions, union security or from a labor dispute of
32 any kind.
33 Section 868. Any inmate employed outside of the
34 reformatory under the preceding section shall, during
35 the time said inmate is outside the precincts or de-
-36 pendencies of said reformatory for the purpose of
37 such employment, be in the status of a conditional
38 placement permittee. The commissioner of correction
39 or the conditional placement board may revoke at
40 any time, for reasons stated in writing, the status of
41 women so employed. If any inmate in the status of
42 a conditional placement permittee escapes, she shall
43 be arrested and returned to said reformatory as if she
44 had escaped therefrom, and shall, upon conviction of
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45 such escape, be sentenced to said reformatory for a
46 term of not more than two years. The expense of her
47 arrest and return to said reformatory shall be paid in
48 the same manner as the expenses of the arrest and
49 return of an inmate escaping from said reformatory.




