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Filed by Mr. Donlan of Boston on October 17, 1949, and amended
by the House and referred by the Speaker, under the provisions of
Rule 44, to the committeemen Ways and Means on July 26, 1950.

Ordered, That a joint special committee to consist of
four members of the Senate to be designated by the
President thereof and ten members of the House of
Representatives to be designated by the Speaker thereof,
said members so designated in each branch to be equally
divided between the Democratic and the Republican
parties, is hereby established and shall be known as the
committee to curb communism.

The committee appointed hereunder shall conduct an
investigation of the Communist Party and communist-
front organizations within the Commonwealth which are
actively engaged in communist indoctrination or in
propaganda against the military efforts of the United
States in support of the United Nations.

Said committee to curb communism shall adopt fair
and reasonable rules of procedure for the examination of
witnesses and shall be empowered to summon witnesses
to testify and to produce any and all books, records,
papers and memoranda that the committee may deem
proper in the furtherance of its work; and shall have
the power to administer oaths to witnesses.

The subject of any investigation in connection with
which witnesses are summoned shall be clearly stated
before the commencement of any hearings, and the
evidence sought to be elicited shall be relevant and
germane to the subject as so stated.
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Any witness summoned at a public hearing and any
witness before a private hearing shall have the right to
be accompanied by counsel, who shall be permitted to
advise the witness while on the witness stand of his
rights.

Every witness shall have an opportunity at the con-
clusion of the examination by the committee to supple-
ment the testimony which he has given by making a
written or oral statement, which shall be made part of
the record, but such testimony shall be confined to matters
with regard to which he has previously been examined.

An accurate stenographic .record shall be kept of the
testimony of each witness, whether in public or in execu-
tive session. In either case the record of his testimony
shall be made available for inspection by the witness or
his counsel and if given in private session he shall be
furnished with a copy thereof in case his testimony is
subsequently used or referred to in public session.

Any person whose named is mentioned or who is
specifically identified and who believes that testimony
or other evidence given in a public hearing before any
committee or comment made by any member of the
committee or its counsel tends to defame him or otherwise
adversely affects his reputation, shall be afforded the
following privileges:

A. To file with the committee a sworn statement
concerning such testimony, evidence, or comment, which
shall be made part of the record of such hearing.

B. To appear personally before the committee and
testify in his own behalf.

Said committee shall report its findings to the General
Court at such time or times as it may deem advisable,
but in any event not later than April first, nineteen
hundred and fifty-one, and may expend for expenses and
legal, clerical and other assistance, the sum of one hundred
thousand dollars.


