
HOUSE No. 2805
By Mr. Reilly of Boston, petition of Thomas F. Reilly for legislation

relative to war allowances and veterans’ benefits for certain residents
of the Commonwealth in the military or naval service of the United
States or who have been discharged therefrom. Military Affairs and
Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Fifty.

An Act relative to war allowances and veterans’
BENEFIT'S FOR CERTAIN RESIDENTS OF THE COMMON-

WEALTH WHO ARE IN THE MILITARY OR NAVAL SERVICE

OF THE UNITED STATES, OR HAVE BEEN HONORABLY

DISCHARGED THEREFROM, AND THEIR DEPENDENTS.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would
2 tend to defeat its purpose, which is to provide imme-
-3 diate financial assistance to certain persons in the
4 military service of the United States and to their
5 dependent relatives, therefore it is hereby declared to
6 be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate
7 preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the
same, as follows:

Che Commontoealth of Massachusetts

1 Section 1. Chapter 11 of the acts of 1942 is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 1, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 549 of the acts of 1948, and in-
-4 sorting in place thereof the following: Section 1.
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5 Any city or town, acting by its veterans’ agent, as
6 defined by section one of chapter one hundred and
7 fifteen of the General Laws, as amended, may, during
8 the existence of an actual state of war or threat of
9 war between the United States and any foreign

10 country, provide a war allowance for the dependent
11 relatives of any person in the military or naval service
12 of the United States, provided that said person, at the
13 time of his entry into said service, or his recall thereto
14 or his continuance therein at the expiration of a prior
15 enlistment to the credit of the commonwealth, was a
16 resident of this commonwealth and had been a resi-
-17 dent thereof for not less than one year. The de-
-18 pendent relatives of such person who are eligible to
19 receive such aid shall be the wife, children under
20 eighteen years of age, or any child dependent by reason
21 of physical or mental incapacity, or a brother or sister
22 under eighteen years of age, or a dependent parent,
23 or any one who stood in the relationship of a parent
24 to such person for five years prior to his entry into,
25 recall to or continuance in said service to the credit
26 of the commonwealth. The commissioner of veterans’
27 services may authorize the payment of medical and
28 hospital bills that have accrued during the illness of
29 any dependent relative of such a person in case such
30 dependent dies while said person is in said service.
31 The allowance authorized by this section shall cease
32 on the termination of the service by death or dis-
-33 charge.

1 Section 2. Said chapter 11 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 1 the following
3 section; Section lA. Any person in the military
4 or naval service of the United States, whose dependents
5 are entitled to war allowance under section one, and
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6 who is discharged other than dishonorably from said
7 service, shall be eligible to receive veterans’ benefits
8 under the provisions of said chapter one hundred and
9 fifteen, as amended, relating to world war service, so

10 far as applicable. If any such person shall die in
11 said service during said state of war or threat of war',
12 or shall die after a discharge other than dishonorable
13 from said service, a needy parent, his widow and his
14 children, up to the age of eighteen, or any child
15 dependent by reason of physical or mental incapacity,
16 provided that the children were in being prior to his
17 discharge, or prior to the termination of said state of
18 war or threat of war, or any person who stood to him
19 in the relationship of a parent for five years prior to
20 his entry into, recall to or continuance in said service
21 to the credit of the commonwealth, shall be entitled
22 to veterans’ benefits in accordance with the provisions
23 of said chapter one hundred and fifteen, as amended,
24 relating to world war service, so far as applicable.

1 Section 3. Said chapter 11 is hereby further
2 amended by inserting after section 8 the following
3 section: Section BA. The provisions of said chap-
-4 ter one hundred and fifteen relative to the interment
5 of the bodies of honorably discharged soldiers or
6 sailors who served in the army or navy of the United
7 States during the world war and the bodies of their
8 wives, widows and dependent mothers, fathers and
9 children shall also apply, so far as applicable, to the

10 interment of the bodies of honorably discharged
11 soldiers or sailors who served in said army or navy
12 during the existence of a state of war or threat of war
13 between the United States and any foreign country,
14 their wives or widows whenever married and de-
-15 pendent mothers, fathers and children.




