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By Mr. Kelly, a petition of James A. Kelly, Jr. for legislation to provide
a limitation of three years for the bringing of actions of contract or
tort for malpractice, error or mistake against architects, professional
engineers and land surveyors. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act providing a limitation of three years for the bringing

OF ACTIONS OF CONTRACT OR TORT FOR MALPRACTICE, ERROR OR MIS-
TAKE AGAINST ARCHITECTS, PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS AND LAND
SURVEYORS.

Beit enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section 4of chapter 260
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in chapter 302 of the acts
3 of 1965, is hereby amended by inserting after the word
4 “sanitoria”, in line 3, the words: , architects registered un-
-5 der sections sixty A to sixty M, inclusive of chapter one hun-
-6 dred and twelve, and professional engineers and land surveyors
7 registered under section eighty-one D to eighty-one T inclusive,
8 of said chapter one hundred and twelve.

1 Section 2. Said section 4of said chapter 260 is hereby
2 further amended by inserting after the first paragraph the
3 following two paragraphs:
4 No action in contract or tort to recover damages for any
5 injury to a person or for bodily injury or wrongful death.
6 arising out of the defective and unsafe condition of an im-
-7 provement to real property, nor any action for contribution
8 or indemnity for damages sustained on account of such in-
-9 jury, shall be brought against any architect, consulting en-

-10 gineer or land surveyor performing or furnishing the design,
11 planning or supervision or general administration or observa-
-12 tion of construction of such improvement to real property,
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13 more than six years after the performance or furnishing of
14 such services. This paragraph shall not apply to any person
15 in actual possession and control as owner, tenant or otherwise,
16 of the improvement at the time the defective and unsafe con-
-17 dition of such improvement constitutes the proximate cause
18 of the injury for which it is proposed to bring an action.
19 The words “architect”, “consulting engineer” or “land sur-
-20 veyors” as used in the foregoing paragraph shall mean and
21 include a partnership or any other firm of architects or con-
-22 suiting engineers or land surveyors or a combination of them,
23 or any corporation lawfully practicing architecture or any
24 corporation lawfully practicing engineering, having a regis-
-25 tered engineer in charge of its engineering practice, or any
26 corporation lawfully practicing land surveying.


