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By Mr. Harmon, a petition of the Massachusetts State Labor Council,
AFL-CIO, by James A. Broyer, director, for legislation to expedite pay-
ments under workmen’s compensation. Commerce and Labor.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act to expedite payments under workmen’s compensation.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 152 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 deleting Section 15A and inserting the following next Section
3 15A in place thereof:
4 Section 15A. If one or more claims are filed for an injury
5 against two or more insurers, any one of which may be held
6 to be liable to pay compensation therefor, and it would appear
7 that the injured employee would be entitled to receive such
8 compensation but for the existence of a controversy as to
9 which of said insurers is liable to pay the same, such one of

10 said insurers as may be selected by a single member of the
11 Board shall pay to the injured employee compensation be-
-12 ginning with the date of said selection, pending a final de-
-13 cision of the Board as to the matter in controversy, and such
14 decision shall require that the amount of compensation so
15 paid shall be deducted from the award if made against another
16 insurer and be paid by said other insurer to the insurer se-
-17 lected by the single member as aforesaid. A hearing to de-
-18 termine the question of liability and the payment of compen-
-19 sation shall be held forthwith by the division, such hearing
20 to take precedence over other pending matters. However, if
21 after a hearing it is determined that neither insurer is liable,
22 then the insurer selected by the single member shall be reim-
-23 bursed in full from the fund established by sections 65 and
24 65N.
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