
SENATE 374

By Mr. Mclntyre, a petition of the Massachusetts League of Cities and
Towns, by John F. Dacey, Jr., for legislation to provide immediate relief
to the property taxpayers of the Commonwealth by state assumption of
the costs of county government and by a more equitable distribution of
state aid to cities and towns. Counties.

�
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act to provide immediate relief to the property taxpayers

of the commonwealth by the state assumption of the costs
OF COUNTY GOVERNMENT AND BY A MORE EQUITABLE DISTRIBUTION
OF STATE AID TO CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. It is the intent of this act that immediate relief
2 be provided to the* property taxpayers of the commonwealth
3 by state assumption of the net costs of county government and
4 by a more equitable distribution of state aid to the cities and
5 towns.

1 Section 2. This act shall be known as the Local Aid Act of
2 1971.

1 Section 3. Notwithstanding any provisions of general or
2 special law to the contrary, effective January 1, 1971, the
3 county commissioners shall not levy a county tax nor shall
4 they) apportion and assess county taxes among and upon the
5 several towns but rather the commissioners shall compute the

9 6 amounts which would otherwise be the county tax and shall
7 certify such amounts to the state treasurer and in their war-
-8 rants shall require the state treasurer to pay from the general
9 fund to the county treasurer the amounts so assessed, at such

10 times as shall be fixed in the warrant of the commissioners.
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1 Section 4. Notwithstanding any provisions of general or
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2 special law to the contrary, the state treasurer, upon certifi-
-3 cation of the state tax commission, shall distribute in the cal-
-4 endar year nineteen hundred and seventy-one to the several
5 cities, towns and regional school districts from the general
6 fund an amount determined under subsection (a).
7 (a) The total amount to be distributed under this section
8 shall be three hundred million dollars for calendar year nine-
9 teen hundred and seventy-one.

10 (b) The amount determined under subsection (a) shall be
11 distributed on the following basis on or before the dates spe-
-12 cified in subsection (c), to the extent that sufficient funds are
13 available on such dates:
14 (1) two hundred million dollars in the proportion that the
15 number of students enrolled in the public school systems in
16 each city, town or regional school district on October 1, 1970
17 bears to the aggregate number so enrolled in; all cities and
18 towns of the commonwealth on that date, as determined by
19 the department of education and certified to the tax commis-

-20 sion; and
21 (2) one hundred million dollars in the proportion that the
22 population in each city and town, according to the 1970 federal
23 decennial census, bears to the aggregate population of all cities
24 and towns of the commonwealth, as determined by the state
25 secretary and certified to the tax commission.
26 (c) The amounts required under subsection (b) shall be dis-
-27 tributed from time to time by the commission but not less than
28 approximately twenty-five per cent thereof on or before the
29 last day of each calendar quarter.

1 Section 5. It is the further intent of this act that appro-
-2 printed reimbursements for calendar year 1971 be kept at ap-
-3 proximately the same level as in 1970.

1 Section 6. This act shall take effect upon passage.


