
SENATE No. 392

By Mr. Pellegrini (by request), a petition ol John L. Danehy and
another for legislation to provide for county charters and establishing
home rule procedures for the adoption and revision of county charters.
Counties.

1
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act providing for county charters and establishing home
RULE PROCEDURES FOR THE ADOPTION AND REVISION OF COUNTY
CHARTERS.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by theauthority of thesame, as follows:

1 Chapter 34 of the General Laws is hereby amended by in-
-2 sorting after section 1 the following section:—
3 Section IA. Every county shall have the power to adopt or

4 revise a charter in the following manner:— A petition for
5 the adoption or revision of a charter shall be signed by at
6 least fifteen percent of the number of legal voters residing in
7 such county at the preceding state election. Whenever such a
8 petition is filed with the board of registers of voters of any
9 city or town within such county, the board shall within ten

10 days of its receipt determine the validity of the signatures
11 and certify the results to the secretary of state. As used in
12 this section, the phrase “board of registrars of voters” shall
13 include any local authority of different designation which pe:
14 forms the duties of such registrars. Objections to the valid!
15 of the signatures on any such petitions as certified by the
l6 board of registrars of voters shall be made in the same man-
17 ner as provided by law for objections to nominations for city
18 or town offices, as the case may be. Within sixty days of re-
19 ceipt of certification of the board of registrars of voters of
20 one or more cities or towns of such county that a petition con-
21 taining valid signatures and their number has been filed and
22 it appears according to such certifications to the secretary of

uThc (Unmount uipalth of Massarhußptta



[Jan. 1971.SENATE —No. 392.

23 state that sufficient valid signatures have been duly filed, he
24 shall instruct the city council of each city and the board of
25 selectmen of each town, within such county to provide for
26 submitting to the voters of the cities and towns the question
27 of adopting or revising a county charter, and for the nomina-
-28 tion and election of a charter commission. If the county has
29 not previously adopted a charter pursuant to this section, the
30 question submitted to the voters shall be:— “Shall a commis-
-31 sion be elected to frame a charter for Middlesex County? If
32 the county has previously adopted a charter pursuant to this
33 section, the question submitted to the voters shall be: Shall a
34 commission be elected to revise the charter of Middlesex
35 County? The charter commission shall consist of fifteen voters
36 of the county, who shall be elected at large without party or
37 political designation. The vote on the question submitted and
38 the election of the charter commission shall take place at the
39 same time. If, after publication and submission to the voters
40 at election a charter is approved by a majority of the voters
41 voting thereon, it shall become effective upon the date fixed
42 in the charter.


