
SENATE 608

By Mr. Backman, a petition of Robert E. Bossdorf and Jack H. Backman
for legislation relative to interpreters for deaf persons in civil court cases.
The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

1 Section 1. (a) In all civil cases or in the taking of de-
-2 positions, where a party or a witness is a deaf person, he shall
3 have the proceedings of the trial interpreted to him in a lang-
-4 uage that he can understand by a qualified interpreter ap-
-5 pointed by the court.
6 (b) In any case where an interpreter is required to be ap-
-7 pointed by the court under this act, the court shall not com-
-8 mence proceedings until the appointed interpreter is in court
9 in a position not exceeding 10 feet from and in full view of

10 the deaf person.

11 (c) The interpreter appointed under the terms of this act
12 shall be required to take an oath that he will make a true in-
-13 terpretation to the deaf person of all the proceedings of the
14 case in a language that he understands; and that he will re-
-15 peat the deaf person’s answers to questions to counsel, court
16 or jury, in the English langauge, in his best skill and judgment.

** 1 Section 2. Any deaf or severely hard-of-hearing person
2 taking a state examination which is a prerequisite for state em-
-3 ployment or state licensing is entitled to be furnished with an
4 interpreter upon request.

1 Section 3. Any deaf or severely hard-of-hearing person
2 seeking aid from any state agency or when seeking treatment
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3 under Medicaid is entitled to be furnished with an interpreter
4 upon request.

1 Section 4. Interpreters appointed under this act shall be
2 paid fifteen dollars for the first hour and at the rate of five
3 dollars for each subsequent hour up to a maximum of eight
4 hours in a calendar day, by the commonwealth.-


