
SENATE No. 610

By Mr. Backman, a petition of Jack H. Backman for legislation to
establish a statewide juvenile court. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. 1. There is hereby established a juvenile court for
2 the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
3 2. Said Court shall consist of 11 justices, one of whom shall
4 be the chief justice. Each justice shall be appointed by the
5 governor with the advice and consent of the council to sit in
6 one district, provided however that the chief justice may as-
-7 sign any justice to sit in any other district when the caseload
8 of the court or the administration of justice so requires it in
9 the discretion of the chief justice, with three justices to sit

10 in a district to consist of the territorial limits of the city of
11 Boston.
12 3. Except as otherwise provided by law, the juvenile court
13 shall have an exercise within its jurisdiction, the same powers,
14 duties and procedures as district courts, over cases of juvenile
15 offenders under seventeen and cases of neglected, wayward or
16 delinquent children which are commenced therein, or which
17 are transferred to it by transfer from a district court. Any
18 case involving a juvenile offender under seventeen or a neg-

-19 lected, wayward or delinquent child which is commenced in a
20 district court may be transferred by the justice, on his own
21 motion, to the juvenile court, and any such case shall, upon
22 motion of alleged offender or neglected, wayward or delinquent
23 child, or of his parent, guardian or attorney, be so transferred.
24 3A. The salary of a justice of the juvenile court shall be
25 twenty-three thousand dollars, and that of the chief justice
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26 shall be twenty-seven thousand dollars, the justices of said
27 courts shall devote their entire time during ordinary business
28 hours to their duties and shall not directly or indirectly en-
-29 gage in the practice of law, notwithstanding any other provi-
so sion of law, the present justice of the Boston Juvenile Court
31 shall continue to receive no lesser amount of compensation ef-
-32 fective on the date of this act.
33 4. The juvenile court shall have a clerk who shall be ap-
-34 pointed by the governor and who shall hold office during good
35 behavior, but subject, however, to retirement under the pro-
-36 visions of any applicable or special law relative to retirement
37 systems. There shall be ten assistant clerks, one of whom shall
38 be appointed by each justice. The court shall employ such
39 juvenile probation officers, social workers, and expert consult-
-40 ants in the fields of psychology, psychiatry and education as
41 the chief justice may deem necessary.
42 5. There shall be nine judicial districts of the juvenile court,
43 said districts to be determined by the legislature.
44 6. In every case involving a person subject to the jurisdic-
-45 tion of the court, the court shall issue process for the appear-
-46 ance of the parents of such person, unless for reasons set forth
47 by the court in the record of the proceeding it would not serve
48 the interests of justice to issue such process.
49 7. All records of the court shall be impounded and open to
50 inspection only by the person to whom they pertain or his
51 attorney, the attorney general, district attorneys, justices of
52 the commonwealth, the members of the state council on ju-
-53 venile delinquency, duly authorized employees of the juvenile
54 court, or persons authorized by the chief justice.
55 8. No employer or agency of the commonwealth may make
56 inquiry relating to such records and no person shall be com-
-57 pelled to answer any questions on applications for employment
58 or educational institutions, making mention of any such record
59 pertaining to himself, either while a case is pending or after
60 such case reaches final judgment, and any appearance or pro-
-61 ceeding, arrest, action or judgment within the jurisdiction of
62 the juvenile court shall for such purposes not be deemed to re-
-63 quire reporting upon any such applications.
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64 9. There shall be a state council on juvenile behavior, to
consist of the attorney general or his designee, the chairman
of the youth service board and thirteen persons to be appointed
by the governor; one of said appointees shall be experienced
in law enforcement in the field of juvenile delinquency, one
shall be trained in child psychology, one in the education of
delinquent children, one in social welfare, familial and juvenile
problems, one shall be a psychiatrist with a knowledge of the
juvenile and adolescent mind, one shall represent the juvenile
courts, one shall represent public child welfare agencies and
one shall be a member of the bar experienced in the law and
court procedures relating to juvenile delinquency or juvenile
behavioral problems. The governor shall designate one of the
appointive members as chairman of the council. Upon the ex-
piration of the term of an appointive member his successor
shall be appointed for a term of five years. The council shall
appoint an executive secretary who shall have at least ten
years’ experience in juvenile delinquency work. The executive
secretary shall receive a salary of eighteen thousand dollars.
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83 10. The council shall from time to time examine the laws

and procedures relating to the correction and prevention of
juvenile delinquency and the degree of rehabilitation of juven-
ile offenders, with a view to advising the justices of the ju-
venile court of matters affecting juvenile behavior, and to re-
vising the laws relative to the treatment and disposition of
juvenile offenders. Said council shall be provided with quar-
ters in the state house or in the state office building, and may
appoint such clerical assistance as may be necessary.
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Section 2. 1. Paragraphs 1 through 5 of Section One
hereunder shall not go into operation until January 1, 1973.
However, the chief justice and one other justice may be ap-
pointed by the governor upon the passage of this act to aid
and assist the council in the planning of the implementation
of this act.
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2. The council shall report to the legislature with a pro-
posed plan for territorial juvenile court districts and for inte-
gration of all state services, including the youth service board,
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10 and existing courts into one comprehensive juvenile court and
11 treatment system, on or before February 1, 1972, and during
12 the interim between the passage of this act and February 1,
13 1972, shall report on a monthly basis to the legislature as to
14 progress hereunder.


