
SENATE No, 651
By Mr. Locke, a petition of David H. Locke, Gilbert W. Cox, Jr., and

Ronald C. MacKenzie for a legislative amendment to the Constitution
providing for a census of the population in the year nineteen hundred
and seventy-five and the apportionment on the basis of said census of
the Commonwealth into one hundred and sixty equal Representative dis-
tricts and forty equal Senatorial districts. The Judiciary.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
PROVIDING FOR A CENSUS OF THE POPULATION IN THE YEAR NINE-
TEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIVE AND THE APPORTIONMENT ON
THE BASIS OF SAID CENSUS OF THE COMMOWEALTH INTO ONE
HUNDRED AND SIXTY EQUAL REPRESENTATIVE DISTRICTS AND FORTY
EQUAL SENATORIAL DISTRICTS.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
General Court and approved by the people at the state election
next following]:

Article of Amendment
Article . The senate shall consist of forty members,

and the house of representatives shall consist of one hundred
and sixty members, each of whom shall represent a single district
created every tenth year in the manner provided in this article.

In the year nineteen hundred and seventy-five, and in the year
nineteen hundred and eighty and every tenth year thereafter, a
census of the inhabitants of each city and town shall be taken, in a
manner to be determined by the secretary of the commonwealth,
who may for this purpose contract with any federal, state or local
agency. Said census shall be the basis for determining the repre-
sentative and senatorial districts for the ten year period beginning
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with the first Wednesday in the third-January-following the taking
of said census; provided that such districts as are established fol-
lowing the census of nineteen hundred and seventy-five shall take
effect on the first Wednesday in January in the year nineteen
hundred and seventy-eight and shall remain in effect until the
first Wednesday in January in the year nineteen hundred and
eighty-three.

It shall be the duty of the secretary of the commonwealth, on or
before the first day in October in the year in which the census is
taken to certify to the chief justice of the superior court, to the
governor and to the general court the number of inhabitants in
each city and town and to each city and town the name and resi-
dence of each inhabitant. Thereafter, no later than the first day
of January of the following year, each city and town shall, if it
contains more than twenty-five hundred inhabitants, divide such
city into wards and precincts or such town into precincts; and no
precinct so created shall contain more than five thousand inhabi-
tants. No city or town shall be required to use the wards or pre-
cincts created under this Article for the purpose of legislative re-
districting for its municipal elections. Each city and town shall,
on or before January tenth in the year following the census, notify
the secretary of the commonwealth, the chief justice of the superior
court, the governor and the general court, of the boundaries of and
the number of inhabitants in such wards and precincts.

On January fifteenth of the year following the census, a com-
mission of fifteen members shall be appointed and shall proceed
to make a division of the commonwealth into representative and
senatorial districts subject to the provisions of this Article. Five
members shall be appointed by the chief justice of the superior
court, who shall name the chairman, five shall be appointed by the
governor and five shall be appointed by the general court in such
manner as it shall determine. The commission shall before the
fifteenth of July in the year following the census, divide the com-
monwealth into one hundred and sixty representative districts
which shall be compact and contiguous, and each of which shall
contain, as nearly as may be, one one hundred and sixtieth of the
inhabitants of the commonwealth; and one representative shall be
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elected from each district so created. The commission shall also,
not later than the fifteenth of July in the year following the cen-
sus, divide the commonwealth into forty senatorial districts which
shall be compact and contiguous, and each of which shall contain,
as nearly as may be, one fortieth of the inhabitants of the com-
monwealth; and one senator shall be elected from each district
so created. No precinct shall be divided for the purpose of creating
a representative or senatorial district; but if any city or town
shall have failed to make proper division of its inhabitants into
precincts, the commission shall make such division.

The commission shall report to the secretary of the common-
wealth, the general court and to each city and town the boundaries
of the representative and senatorial districts, and the number of
inhabitants contained in each district, together with a name, num-
ber and other designation sufficient to identify each district.

The manner of calling and conducting the elections for the
choice of representatives, senators and executive councillors shall
be prescribed by law; but every representative, senator or execu-
tive councillor shall, for one year at least, immediately preceding
his election, have been an inhabitant of the commonwealth, and
shall be at the time of his election a legal voter in the district for
which he is chosen; and any such officer shall cease to represent
said district when he shall cease to be an inhabitant of the com-
monwealth.

Original jurisdiction is hereby vested in the supreme judicial
court upon the petition of any voter of the commonwealth, filed
with the clerk of the supreme judicial court for the commonwealth,
to review the plan or any portion thereof.

If the supreme judicial court determines that the plan or por-
tion thereof thus reviewed complies with this Article, it shall dis-
miss the petition and the plan or portion thereof shall become
effective upon the date of the opinion.

If the supreme judicial court determines that the plan or por-
tion thereof does not comply with this Article, the court may direct
such action as may bring the plan or portion thereof into com-
pliance with this Article and may direct the secretary of the com-
monwealth to draft a redistricting plan or portion thereof of the
representative and senatorial districts. When the supreme judicial
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court shall have determined that a plan or portion thereof is in
compliance with this Article, they shall file it with the secretary
of the commonwealth, who shall make notification as required by
this Article to the general court and to each city and town of the
commonwealth.

Nothing in this Article shall be construed to limit the right of
any person to seek judicial relief at any time in respect to any al-
leged infringement of his franchise by a division of the common-
wealth into representative or senatorial districts, or of a city into
wards and precincts or of a town into precincts.

Articles XXI and XXII of the Articles of Amendment, as
amended by Article LXXI of said Articles of Amendment, and
Article LXXXII of said Articles of Amendment are hereby an-
nulled.


