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By Mr. Bulger, a petition of the Massachusetts League of Cities and
Towns, by John F. Dacey, Jr., for a legislative amendment to the Constitu-
tion redefining and clarifying the status of certain special laws relative
to individual cities and towns. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
REDEFINING AND CLARIFYING THE STATUS OF CERTAIN SPECIAL
LAWS RELATIVE TO INDIVIDUAL CITIES AND TOWNS.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the
next General Court and approved by the people at the state
election next following]:

Art.—. Section 1. Section 8 of Article II of the Articles of
Amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as appear-
ing in Article LXXXIX of said Articles of Amendment, is hereby
amended by adding to the end of the second paragraph thereof the
following sentence: If any city or town shall adopt an optional
plan of city or town organization and government authorized by
the general court under this section, the provisions of said optional
plan shall supersede any provisions of special laws relative to the
organization and government of said city or town, in effect at the
time of such adoption, which conflict with said optional plan.

Section 2. Article II of the Articles of Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the Commonwealth, as amended by Article LXXXIX
of said Articles of Amendment, is hereby further amended by
striking out Section 9 and by inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing section:
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Section 9. Special Laws. All special laws heretofore or hereafter
enacted relating to the organization and government of individual
cities or towns, other than special laws relating to matters speci-
fied in section seven of this article, shall remain in effect and
have the force of city or town charter provisions, but shall be
subject to amendment or repeal through the adoption, revision or
amendment of a charter by a city or town in accordance with the
provisions of sections three and four of this article and shall be
subject to amendment or repeal by laws enacted by the general
court in conformity with the powers reserved to the general court
by section eight of this article.


