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By Mr. Bulger, a petition of the Massachusetts League of Cities and
Towns, by John F. Dacey, Jr., for a legislative amendment to the Con-
stitution providing for improvements in procedures relative to the election
of local charter commissions and the submission of their reports. Local
Affairs.

(Eommomucalth of MuiTiutdrojaetta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
PROVIDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS IN PROCEDURES RELATIVE TO THE

ELECTION OF LOCAL CHARTER COMMISSIONS AND THE SUBMISSION
OF THEIR REPORTS.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of
the Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the
next General Court and approved by the people at the state
election next following]:

Art.—. Section 1. Article II of the Articles of Amendment to
the Constitution of the Commonwealth, as appearing in Article
LXXXIX of said Articles of Amendment, is hereby amended by
striking out Section 3 and by inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing section:

Section 3. Procedure for Adoption or Revision of a Charter by a
City or Town. Every city and town shall have the power to adopt
or revise a charter in the following manner:

A petition for the adoption or revision of a charter shall be
signed by at least fifteen percent of the number of legal voters
residing in such city or town at the preceding state election, or
by five thousand such legal voters, whichever is less. Whenever
such a petition is filed with the board of registrars of voters of
any city or town, the board shall within thirty days of its receipt

ARTICLE OF AMENDMENT.



[Jan.2 SENATE —No. 714.

determine the sufficiency and validity of the signatures and
certify the results to the city council of the city or board of select-
men of the town, as the case may be. As used in this section, the
phrase “board of registrars of voters” shall include any local
authority of different designation which performs the duties of
such registrars, and the phrase “city council of the city or board
of selectmen of the town” shall include local authorities of differ-
ent designations performing the duties of such council or board.
Objections to the sufficiency and validity of the signatures on any
such petition as certified by the board of registrars of voters
shall be made in the same manner as provided by law for objec-
tions to nominations for city or town offices, as the case may be.

Within thirty days of receipt of certification of the board of
registrars of voters that a petition contains sufficient valid signa-
tures, the city council of the city or board of selectmen of the
town shall by order provide for submitting to the voters of the
city or town the question of adopting or revising a charter, and
for the nomination and election of a charter commission.

If the city or town has not previously adopted a charter pur-
suant to this section, the question submitted to the voters shall
be: “Shall a commission be elected to frame a charter for
(name of city or town)?” If the city or town has previously
adopted a charter pursuant to this section, the question submitted
to the voters shall be: “Shall a commission be elected to revise
the charter of (Name of city or town) ?”

The charter commission shall consist of nine voters of the city
or town, who shall be elected at large without party or political
designation at the regular city or town election next held at least
sixty days after the order of the city council of the city or board
of selectmen of the town. The names of candidates for such com-
mission shall be listed alphabetically on the ballot used at such
election. Each voter may vote for nine candidates.

The vote on the question submitted and the election of the
charter commission shall take place at the same time. If the vote
on the question submitted is in the affirmative, the nine candi-
dates receiving the highest number of votes shall be declared
elected.

The legislative body of a city or town shall also have power, by
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an affirmative vote of two-thirds of its total membership, on its
own motion, to submit to the voters of said city or town the ques-
tion of adopting or revising a charter, and to provide for the
nomination and election of a charter commission, in the same
manner as is set forth in the three preceding paragraphs; pro-
vided, however, that once a charter has been adopted or revised
by a city or town under this section, or that once an optional plan
of city or town organization and government has been adopted by
*

city or town under section eight, a period of three years must
elapse before such city or town may adopt a new charter or revise
its charter under this section or adopt an optional plan of city or
town organization and government under section eight.

Within ten months after the election of the members of a
charter commission in the instance of a city or town having
annual city or town elections, or within twenty months after the
election of the members of the charter commission in the instance
of a city or town having biennial city or town elections, said com-
mission shall submit the charter or revised charter to the city
council of the city or the board of selectmen of the town, and such
council or board shall provide for publication of the charter and
for its submission to the voters of the city or town at the next
regular city or town election held at least two months after such
submission by the charter commission. If the charter or revised
charter is approved by a majority of the voters of the city or
town voting thereon, it shall become effective upon the date fixed
in the charter.

Section 2. Article II of the Articles of Amendment to the Con-
stitution of the Commonwealth, as appearing in Article LXXXIX
of said Articles of Amendment, is hereby further amended by
inserting after Section 8 thereof the following section: Section
BA. Concurrence of Mayor Not Required in Council-Manager

%Cities. In cities having a council-manager form of government, the
concurrence of the mayor shall not be required for city council
actions under sections four and eight of this article.
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