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[LOCAL APPROVAL]

OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK 
TOWN OF NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

November 25, 1970.

I, Ruth F. Bryant, Clerk of the Town of Needham, hereby 
certify that at a Special Town Meeting held on October 21, 1970, 
the following vote under Article 5 of the warrant for said Special 
Town Meeting was adopted:

VOTED: That the Town petition the General Court for the 
enactment without substantive change, except the deletions and 
amendments hereinafter specified which emanate from the Joint 
Committee on Local Affairs of the General Court of the Common
wealth of Massachusetts, the special act entitled “An Act Re
codifying The Existing Laws Establishing The Frame Of Gov
ernment Of The Town of Needham Into A Special Home Rule 
Charter Act” and authorized by vote under Article 41 of the 1970 
Annual Town Meeting; said deletions and amendments proposed 
by said Joint Committee on Local Affairs are as follows:

Delete the words “ ‘Precinct’, a district or voting district as the 
context requires” appearing in Section 3, entitled “Definitions.” 

Amend the last sentence of the first paragraph of Section 5, of 
said Act entitled “Establishment of Town Meeting Precincts” to 
read “The Selectmen, in exercising their authority to divide the 
territory of the town into voting precincts, shall make such divi
sion as will provide not more than ten precincts, each of which 
contains approximately the same number of inhabitants and not 
less than five hundred registered voters.”

Delete the last paragraph of Section 5 which reads “the provi
sions of Chapter 50 to 56 inclusive, of General Laws, relating to 
precinct voting at elections so far as the same are not inconsistent 
with this Charter, shall apply to all elections and primaries in 
the Town upon the establishment of voting precincts, as herein
before provided.”

Amend the first paragraph of Section 6, of said Act entitled 
"Representative Town Meeting Membership” by inserting the 
words “but not more than” before the words “two hundred and 
fifty-two as may be.”
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Amend “Section 39. Existing Law” to read “Section 40 Existing 
Law.”

Amend “Section 40. Effective Date” to read “Section 41. Ef
fective Date.”

Amend “Section 41. Repeal of Certain Acts” to read “Section 39. 
Repeal of Certain Acts.”

Delete the first sentence of Section 41, as renumbered herein, of 
said Act entitled “Effective Date” and insert in place thereof 

I “Section 41 and 42 of this Act shall take effect upon the passage of 
this Act; and Sections 1 to 40* inclusive, shall become effective 
on the first day of April immediately following the next Town 
election specified in Section 42 if a majority of the voters of the 
Town voting thereon at such election have voted in favor of its 
adoption.”

Amend the third paragraph Section 42 entitled “Submission of 
Act of Voters” by deleting the words “state election to be held in 
November 1970” and inserting in place thereof the words “the 
town election next held following the passage of this Act” ;

And make such other non-substantive “Third Reading” changes 
as may be approved by the Board of Selectmen when recom
mended by either of the legislative committees on Bills in Third 
Reading.

* Sections 1 to 40 inclusive, as renumbered under the authorization of 
this Article.

I further certify that the foregoing vote remain in full force 
and effect this 25th day of November 1970.

RUTH F. BRYANT, Town Clerk
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[LOCAL APPROVAL]

OFFICE OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
TOWN OF NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS

November 25, 1970.

I, Henry D. Hersey, Secretary of the Needham Board of Select
men hereby certify that at a Regular Meeting of the Board of 
Selectmen held on November 24, 1970 the following vote was 
unanimously adopted:

' “VOTED: That the Board of Selectmen of the Town of 
'Needham hereby approves the special act entitled “An 
Act Recodifying The Existing Laws Establishing The 1 
Frame of Government of The Town of Needham Into 
A Special Home Rule Charter Act” filed concurrently 
herewith with the General Court of the Commonwealth 
of Massachusetts.”

I further certify that the following vote remains in full force 
and effect this 25th day of November, 1970.

HENRY D. HERSEY, Secretary

A TRUE COPY

attest :

RUTH F. BRYANT, Town Clerk
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By Mr. Locke, a petition of the board of selectmen of Needham, by 
Richard M. Salamone, chairman, Gilbert W. Cox, Jr., Bruce Zeiser, Rich
ard W. Daly and David H. Locke (by vote of the town) for legislation 
to recodify the existing laws establishing the frame of government of 
the town of Needham into a special home rule charter act. Local Affairs. 
[Local Approval Received.]

Sty? (Comtttonuiraltlj o f ilaaaarlpiMte

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

A n  A c t  r e c o d if y in g  t h e  e x is t in g  l a w s  esta blish in g  the  frame

OF GOVERNMENT OF THE TOWN OF NEEDHAM INTO A SPECIAL HOME 
RULE CHARTER ACT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the samef as follows:

PART 1. I n c o r p o r a t io n , S h o r t  T it l e , D efinitions

1 Se c t io n  1. Incorporation Continued. — All the inhabitants
2 dwelling within the territorial limits of the town of Needham
3 as presently and hereafter constituted, shall continue to be a
4 body politic and corporate known as the town of Needham,
5 hereinafter referred to as “ the town” , which shall be a political
6 subdivision of the commonwealth and as such shall have per-
7 petual succession and shall hold and exercise all powers and
8 privileges heretofore exercised by said town, and any addi-
9 tional powers and privileges herein conferred and all powers

10 and privileges conferred upon towns under the constitution
11 and laws of the commonwealth of Massachusetts.

1 S e c t io n  2. Short Title. —  This act may be cited and shall
2 be known as the Needham Special Home Rule Charter Act.

1 Se c t io n  3. Definitions. — As used in this act, the following
2 words and phrases shall have the following meanings unless a
3 different construction is clearly required by the context or by
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4 the constitution of the commonwealth.
5 “Charter act” , this act and all acts in amendment thereof
6 and such amendments as may be adopted pursuant to the
7 procedures set forth in chapter forty-three B of the General
8 Laws.
9 “Civil defense laws” , all general laws and temporary laws

10 of the commonwealth and provisions of this charter, relative
11 to: (a) the defense of the commonwealth in anticipation of,
12 during, and following enemy attacks; (b) the suppression of
13 domestic disorders; (c) the protection of order, life and
14 property during and immediately following natural or man-
15 made disasters of great magnitude; and (d) the continuity of
16 government in the commonwealth and in the town during
17 and immediately following such attacks, disorders and dis-
18 asters.
19 “Town meeting” , a regular or special meeting of the elected
20 representative town meeting members not including, unless the
21 context clearly requires it, a meeting of all registered voters.
22 “Vote of the town” , a town by-law or a vote adopted by the
23 town meeting, including where appropriate to the context,
24 the results of referenda.

PART 2. R e p r e se n t a t iv e  T o w n  M e e t in g

1 Se c tio n  4. Representative Town Meeting Continued. —
2 There shall continue to be in the town the form of representa-
3 tive town government by limited town meetings, all as more
4 full hereinafter set forth.

1 Se c tio n  5. Establishment of Town Meeting Precincts. —
2 After the acceptance of this act by the town, as herein-
3 after provided, the division of the town into ten voting pre-
4 cincts shall continue until redivided pursuant to this section.
5 The selectmen, in exercising their authority to divide the ter-
6 ritory of the town into voting precincts, shall make such divi-
7 sion as will provide not more than ten precincts each of which
8 contains approximately the same number of inhabitants and
9 not less than five hundred registered voters.

10 The precincts shall be so established as to consist of com-
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11 pact and contiguous territory and bounded, as far, as pos-
12 sible, by the center line of known streets and ways or by
13 other well-defined limits. Their boundaries shall be reviewed
14 and if need be, wholly or partly revised by the selectmen in
15 December, once in five years, or in December of any year 

716 when so directed by a vote of a town meeting not later than
17 November thirtieth of that year.
18 The selectmen shall, within twenty days after any establish-
19 ment or revision of the precincts, but not later than January
20 twentieth of the succeeding year, file a report of their doings
21 with the town clerk, the registrars of voters and the assessors
22 with a map or maps or description of the precincts and the
23 names and residences of the registered voters therein. The
24 selectmen shall also cause to be posted at the town hall a map
25 or maps or description of the precincts as established or re-
26 vised from time to time, with the names and residences of the 

' '27 registered voters therein. They shall also cause to be posted
28 in at least one public place in each precinct a map or descrip-
29 tion of that precinct with the names and residences of the
30 registered voters therein.
31 The division of the town into precincts and any revision of
32 such precincts shall take effect upon the date of the filing of
33 the report thereof by the selectmen with the town clerk.
34 Whenever the precincts are established or revised* the town
35 clerk shall forthwith give written notice thereof to the state
36 secretary, stating the number and designation of the precincts.
37 Meetings of the registered voters of the several precincts
38 for elections, for primaries, and for voting upon any question
39 to be submitted to all the registered voters of the town, shall
40 be held on the same day and at the same hour and at such
41 place or places within the town as the selectmen shall in the
42 warrant for such meeting direct.

i 1 ■ Se c t io n  6. Representative Town Meeting Membership. —
2 Other than the officers designated in section seven as town
3 meeting members at large, the representative town meeting
4 membership shall in each precinct consist of the largest num-
5 ber divisible by three which will admit of a representation
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6 thereof in the approximate proportion which the number of
7 inhabitants therein bears to the total number of inhabitants
8 in the town, and which will cause the total elected member-
9 ship to be as nearly but not more than, two hundred and

10 fifty-two as may be.
11 The registered voters in every precinct shall elect by ballot
12 the number of registered voters in the precinct, other than
13 the officers designated in section seven as town meeting mem-
14 bers at large, provided for in the first paragraph of this
15 section to be town meeting members of the town.
16 The incumbent town meeting members serving at the time
17 this charter becomes effective shall continue to serve the
18 balance of the terms for which they were elected. Their
19 successors shall be elected in the same manner for three year
20 terms as are necessary to provide for each precinct the total
21 number to which it is then entitled. Upon the redivision of
22 the town into a greater or lesser number of precincts in ac-
23 cordance with the procedures set forth in this charter act and
24 in the General Laws, the terms of all incumbent town meet-
25 ing members shall terminate upon the election and qualifi-
26 cation of their successors as provided in the following para-
27 graph.
28 After any redivision of the town into precincts as provided
29 in this act, the registered voters in every precinct shall elect
30 by ballot the number of registered voters in the precinct, other
31 than the officers designated in section seven as town meeting
32 members at large, provided for in the first paragraph of this
33 section to be town meeting members of the town, as follows:—
34 The first third in order of votes received of members so
35 elected shall serve three years, the second third in such order
36 shall serve two years, and the remaining third in such order
37 shall serve one year, from the day of such election. In case
38 of a tie vote affecting the division into thirds as aforesaid
39 the members elected from the precinct shall by ballot deter-
40 mine the same. Thereafter, except as is otherwise provided
41 herein, at each annual town election the registered voters of
42 each precinct shall, in like manner, elect as town meeting
43 members for the term of three years such number of elected
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44 town meeting members as are necessary to provide for such
45 precinct the total number of elected town meeting members
46 to which it is then entitled, and shall at such election fill for
47 the unexpired term or terms any vacancy or vacancies then
48 existing in the number of town meeting members in such
49 precinct. The terms of office of all elected town meeting
50 members from every precinct shall cease upon the election,
51 as herein provided, of their successors. Town meeting mem-
52 bers as such shall receive no compensation. The town clerk
53 shall, after every election of town meeting members, forth-
54 with notify each member by mail of his election.

1 S e c t io n  7. Town Meeting Members at Large. — Any repre-
2 sentative town meeting held under the provisions of this
3 charter act, except as otherwise provided herein, shall be
4 limited to the voters elected under section six, together with
5 the following designated as town meeting members at large,
6 each of whom shall have the right to vote in said meeting;
7 (a) any resident member of the general court from the town;
8 (b) the moderator; (c) the town clerk; (d) the members of
9 the board of selectmen; (e) the town counsel; (f) the town

10 treasurer; (g) the chairman of the school committee;' (h)
11 the chairman of the finance committee; (i) the chairman of
12 the board of assessors; (j) the chairman of the planning
13 board; (k) the Chairman of the board of health; (1) the chair-
14 man of the personnel board.

1 S e c t io n  8. Nomination of Candidates for Town Meeting
2 Members. — Nomination of candidates for town meeting
3 members to be elected under this charter act shall be made
4 by nomination papers, which shall bear no political designa-
5 tion, but to the name of an incumbent candidate elected by
6 the people may be added the words “Candidate for re-election.’’
7 Nomination papers shall be signed by not less than ten voters
8 of the precinct in which the candidate resides, and filed with
9 the town clerk on or before the date fixed by law as the last

10 day for filing nomination papers by candidates for town
11 office, provided, that any town meeting member may become
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12 a candidate for re-election by giving written notice thereof
13 to the town clerk on or before the last date fixed by law for
14 the giving of such notice. No nomination papers shall be
15 valid in respect to any candidate whose written acceptance
16 is not thereon or attached thereto when filed.

1 Se c tio n  9. Resignations and Vacancies in Elected Town
2 Meeting Membership. —  A town meeting member may resign
3 by filing a written resignation with the town clerk, and such
4 resignation shall take effect upon the date of such filing. Any
5 elected town meeting member who becomes by appointment
6 or election one of the officers designated as town meeting
7 members at large shall upon such appointment or election
8 cease to be an elected town meeting member. A town meet-
9 ing member who removes from the town shall cease to be a

10 town meeting member and an elected town meeting member
11 who removes from one precinct to another or is so removed
12 by a revision of precincts shall not retain membership after
13 the next annual election as an elected member from the
14 precinct from which, he has or is removed.
15 In the event that a vacancy occurs in the full number of
16 town meeting members from any precinct, whether arising
17 from a failure of the registered voters thereof to elect, or
18 from any other cause, the town clerk shall at once choose the
19 person who received the highest number of votes as a defeated
20 candidate for the office of town meeting member in the pre-
21 ceding election in the precinct where the vacancy occurs,
22 and shall notify him of his appointment as a town meeting
23 member. If for any reason this candidate cannot accept
24 such appointment, the second highest in recorded vote of the
25 defeated candidates in that precinct shall be appointed. In
26 the event neither of those receiving the highest or the second
27 highest number of votes as defeated candidates is available,
28 then the town clerk shall call together the town meeting
29 members of the precinct where the vacancy occurs, and they
30 shall, by majority vote of those present, elect any registered
31 voter of that precinct to fill such vacancy. The town clerk
32 shall count the ballots, make a certificate of the choice, and
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33 notify the person so chosen; and upon receipt by the town
34 clerk of a written acceptance by the person so chosen, that
35 person shall be deemed elected and qualified as a town meeting
36 member, subject to the right of all town meeting members
37 to judge of the election and qualification of members, as pro-
38 vided in section ten.
39 A town meeting member appointed or chosen to fill a va-
40 cancy as herein provided shall serve only until the next annual
41 town election.
42 A tie vote between two or more persons for the last plane
43 to be filled by elected candidates, or between two or more
44 persons with the highest number of votes as defeated candi-
45 dates, or between two or more persons with the second high-
46 est number of votes as defeated candidates, shall in each in-
47 stance be resolved by a majority vote of the town meeting
48 members from that precinct attending a meeting called by
49 the town clerk for that purpose. Upon the resolution of such
50 vote by the town meeting members, the person or persons not
51 so chosen for the last place to be filled by elected candidates
52 shall be deemed for the purposes of this section to be the
53 person or persons receiving the highest vote as defeated
54 candidates, and the person or persons so tied at the election
55 with the highest number of votes as defeated candidates who
56 are not so chosen by the town meeting members of the pre-
57 cinct shall be deemed for the purposes of this section to be
58 the person or persons receiving the second highest vote as
59 defeated candidates.

1 Section  10. Town Meeting to be Judge of Own Members. —
2 The representative town meeting shall be the judge of the
3 election and qualifications of its elected members.

1 Se ction  11. Time, Notice, Conduct and Adjournment of
2 Town Meeting. —  The annual town meeting for the election
3 of town officers and such other matters as may be voted on
4 the official ballot thereof, and the annual town meeting for
5 the transaction of business by the representative town meet-
6 ing, shall be held in February, March, April or May of each
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7 year, as shall be determined by vote of the town.
8 The town clerk shall notify town meeting members of the
9 time and place at which representative town meetings are to

10 be held, such notices to be sent by mail at least seven days
11 before the meeting.
12 A majority of the town meeting members shall constitute
13 a quorum for transacting business, but a lesser number may
14 organize temporarily and may adjourn from time to time.
15 Notice of every adjourned representative town meeting shall
16 be posted by the town clerk in five or more public places in
17 the town, and the town clerk shall also notify the members
18 by mail of the adjournment at least twenty-four hours before
19 the time of the adjourned representative town meeting, if the
20 period of adjournment will permit. The notices shall state
21 briefly the business to be acted upon at any meeting and shall
22 include notice of any proposed reconsideration. All town
23 meetings shall be open to the public and press; and, subject to
24 such conditions as may be determined from time to time by
25 the representative town meeting, any voter of the town who
26 is not a town meeting member may speak at any representa-
27 tive town meeting, but he shall not vote.

1 Section  12. Warrant Articles and Voting Thereon by Town
2 Meeting. —  The articles in the warrant for every town meet-
3 ing, as far as they relate to the election of the moderator,
4 town officers, town meeting members, and, as herein provided,
5 to referenda and all other matters to be acted upon and
6 determined by ballot shall be acted upon and determined by
7 the registered voters of the town in their respective precincts.
8 All other articles in the warrant for any town meeting
9 shall be acted upon and determined exclusively by town meet-

10 ing members at a meeting to be held at such time and place
11 as shall be set forth by the selectmen in the warrant for the
12 meeting, subject to the referendum provided for by section
13 thirteen.

1 Se c tio n  13. Referenda on Representative Town Meeting
2 Actions. —  No final vote of town meeting passing or re-
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3 jecting a measure under any article in the warrant, except a
4 vote to adjourn or dissolve, or vote appropriating money for
5 the payment o f notes of bonds of the town and interest thereon
6 becoming due within the then current financial year, or vote
7 for the temporary borrowing of money ..in anticipation of
8 revenue, or a vote declared by preamble by a two thirds
9 vote of the town meeting members present and voting there-

10 on to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate
11 preservation of the peace, health, safety, or convenience of
12 the town shall be operative until after the expiration of seven
13 days exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, from the dis-
14 solution of the meeting,
15 Any su ch  m ea su re  d isposed  o f  by a vote  to  lay on the
16 table, to postpone idefinitely, or other dilatory vote, shall be
17 deemed to have been rejected in the form in which it was
18 presented and perfected or changed by such amendments,
19 if any, as have been adopted by the said meeting.
20 If, within said seven days, a petition, signed by not less
21 than two hundred and fifty registered voters of the town, con-
22 taming their names and addresses as they appear on the
23 list of registered voters, is filed with the selectmen requesting
24 that the question or questions involved in any such vote which
25 h as n o t b e co m e  o p era tive  as a foresa id  be  Submitted to the
26 voters of the town at large, then the operation of such vote
27 shall be further suspended pending its determination as here-
28 inafter provided, and the selectmen, within ten days after
29 the filing of the petition, shall call a special meeting, which
30 shall be held within fourteen days after the issuing of the
31 call, for the purpose of presenting to the voters at large the
32 question or questions so involved.
33 All votes upon any questions so submitted shall be taken
34 by ballot, and the check list shall be used in the same manner
35 as in the election of town officers. If a majority of the reg-
36 istered voters of the town voting thereon, and at least twenty
37 per cent of all the registered voters, shall vote in the nega-
38 tive, the action of the town meeting shall be null and void,
39 otherwise it shall take effect immediately upon the declara-
40 tion by the selectmen of the vote upon the referendum.
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41 The questions so submitted shall be stated upon the ballot
42 in substantially the same language and form in which they
43 were stated when presented to said town meeting by the
44 moderator as appears from the records of . the said meeting.
45 If such petition is not filed within the period of seven days,
46 the vote of the town meeting shall become operative upon
47 the expiration of the said period.

1 Section  14. Powers of Town and Town Meeting. —  The
2 town shall continue to have the capacity to act through and
3 be bound by its said town meeting members who shall, when
4 convened from time to time as provided by law, constitute
5 representative town meeting; and the representative town
6 meeting shall exercise exclusively; so far as will conform to
7 the provisions of this charter act, all powers vested in the
8 municipal corporation. Action in conformity with all provi-
9 sions of law, now or hereafter applicable to the transaction

10 of town affairs in town meetings shall, when taken by any
11 town meeting in accordance with the provisions of this char-
12 ter, have the same force and effect as if such action had
13 been taken in a town meeting open to all the voters of the
14 town as heretofore organized and conducted.

1 Section  15. Certain rights of the People Not Abridged. —
2 This charter act shall not abridge the right of the inhabitants
3 of the town to hold general meetings, as that right is secured
4 to them by the constitution of this commonwealth; nor shall
5 this, charter act confer upon any representative town meeting
6 of the town the power finally to commit the town to any
7 measure affecting its municipal existence or changing its
8 government, without action taken thereon by the voters of
9 the town at large, using the official ballot and check list there- 

10 for.
PART 3. T o w n  O ff ic e r s

1 Se c tio n  16. Selectmen. —  There shall continue to be a
2 board of selectmen for the town consisting of three or five
3 members elected each annual town election for terms of one
4 or three years as determined by vote of the town. The select-
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5 men shall continue to have and exercise all the powers and
6 duties vested in boards of selectmen by the laws of the com-
7 monwealth or by vote of the town, except as otherwise pro-
8 vided herein.
9 The selectmen shall have general authority to execute the

10 civil defense laws within the Town and to make any declara-
11 tion of emergency required by law.

1 Section  17. School Committee. — There shall continue to
2 be a school committee for the town consisting of three, five,
3 six, seven, or nine members elected at each annual town
4 election for terms of three years as the town may vote. The
5 committee shall have general charge of all the public schools,
6 the employment of teachers and other school personnel and
7 the maintenance of all school property. They shall execute
8 the laws of the commonwealth pertaining to all educational
9 responsibilities assigned to the Town and such further re-

10 sponsibilities as may be delegated to them by vote of the
11 town.

1 Section  18. Moderator. — A moderator shall be elected
2 by ballot at each annual town election and shall serve as
3 moderator of all town meetings, except as otherwise provided
4 by law, until a successor is elected and qualified. Nomina-
5 tions for and election of a moderator shall be as in the case
6 of other elective town officers, and any vacancy in the office
7 may be filled by the town meeting members at a meeting
8 held for that purpose. If a moderator is absent, a moderator
9 pro tempore may be elected by the town meeting members.

1 Section  19. Other Elected Officers. — The town at its
2 annual meeting shall in every year when the term of office of
3 any incumbent expires, and except when other provision is
4 made by law, choose by ballot from its registered voters the
5 following town officers for the following terms of office.
6 A town clerk for a term of one or more years.
7 A town treasurer for the term of one or three years, who
8 shall serve as tax collector and collector of accounts pursuant
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9 to section thirty-eight A of chapter forty-one of the General
10 Laws.
11 Three or five park and recreation commissioners for a term
12 of three years as established by vote of the town.
13 One or more constables for a term of three years unless
14 the town by vote provides that they shall be appointed.
15 Three or more assistant assessors, if the town shall so vote
16 for the term of three years.
17 One, three or five assessors, but as nearly one-third of their
18 number as may be shall be elected or appointed annually, each
19 to hold office for three years as provided by vote of the town.
20 Three members of the board of health for a term of three
21 years.
22 Not less than five or more than nine planning board mem-
23 bers elected pursuant to section eighty-one A of chapter forty-
24 one of the General Laws as established by vote of the town. 
25* Six trustees of the Needham Public Library for three year
26 terms.
27 Four members of the Needham Housing Authority for five
28 year terms.
29 Three or five trustees of Memorial Park for three year
30 terms, as determined by vote of the town; and,
31 Such other officers as may be provided for by the General
32 Laws or by vote of the town.

1 Section  20. Appointed Officials. —  The selectmen shall
2 appoint the following officers of the town: —
3 Three regular members and two associate members of the
4 board of appeals, as more fully set forth in section thirty-six
5 of this charter act.
6 A building inspector.
7 A chief of the fire department.
8 A chief of the police department.
9 A superintendent of public works.

10 A town accountant.
11 A town counsel.
12 Such number of trustees of the Glover Memorial Hospital
13 as may be determined by vote of the town; and
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14 Such other officers as may be provided by the General Laws
15 or by vote of the town.

1 S e c t i o n  21. Other Boards, Committees, and Commissions. ~

2 The following boards and committee shall continue to perform
3 the duties and responsibilities assigned to them by the General
4 Laws or by vote of the town, as follows: —
5 A finance committee consisting of such number as es-
6 tablished by vote of the town.
7, A personnel board.
8 Commissioners of trust funds; and,
9 Such other boards, committees and commissions as may be 

10 provided for by the General Laws or by vote of the.town.

PART 4. P u b lic  W o r k s

1 S e c t io n  22. Selectmen to be Board of Public Works. —  The
2 board of selectmen of the town as constituted from tim'e to
3  time, shall continue to be and shall exercise the functions
4 of a board of public works and in said capacity shall exercise
5 under the designation of selectmen all the powers and duties
6 Vested by law in the following boards and offices, to wit:
7 highway surveyors, water commissioners, sewer commission-
8 ers, and tree wardens and such boards and offices shall remain
9 abolished during such time that the provisions of this section

10 are operative. The selectmen, acting as said board of public
11 works shall in all respects continue to be the lawful successor
12 of the boards and offices so abolished.

1 S e c t i o n  23. Superintendent of Public Works. —  The select-
2 men shall appoint a superintendent of public works, who shall
3 administer, under the supervision of the selectmen, such de-
4 partments of the town under the control of the selectmen as
5 they may designate. He shall be responsible for the efficient
6 administration of all departments within the scope of his
7 duty, and shall hold office subject to the will of the selectmen.
8 He shall be specially fitted by education, training and ex-
9 perience to perform the duties of said office, and may or may 

10 not be a resident of the town. During his tenure he shall hold



1971.] SENATE — No. 723. 17

11 no elective office or other appointive office, nor shall he be
12 engaged in any other business or occupation.
13 He shall give bond to the town for the faithful performance
14 of his duties with a surety company authorized to transact
15 business in the commonwealth, as surety in such sum and
16 upon such conditions as the selectmen may require, and shall,
17 subject to the approval of the selectmen, appoint such as-
18 sistants, agents and employees as the performance of the
19 duties of the various departments under his supervision may
20 require, and may with like approval remove them.
21 He shall keep full and complete records of the doings of
22 his office and shall have charge of and shall preserve, arrange
23 and index so as to be readily accessible to the public all plans,
24 surveys, field notes, records, documents and inventories con-
25 nected with engineering operations of the town, and render
26 to the selectmen, as often as they may require, a full report 
27’ of all operations under his control during the period reported
28 upon; and annually, or from time to time as required by the
29 selectmen, he shall make a synopsis of all such reports for
30 publication.
31 He shall keep the selectmen fully advised as to the needs
32 of the town within the scope of his duties, and shall furnish
33 to the selectmen, a carefully prepared and detailed estimate
34 in writing of the appropriations required during the ensuing
35 fiscal year for the proper conduct of all departments of the
36 town under his supervision.

1 Section 24. Laying Out, and Maintenance of Drains, etc. —
2 The town may lay out, construct, maintain and operate a sys-
3 tern or systems of main drains and common sewers for a part
4 of the whole of its territory, with such connections and other
5 works as may be required for a system of sewage disposal,
6 and may construct such sewer or drains over and under land
7 in the town as may be necessary to conduct the sewage to the
8 south metropolitan sewerage system, and, for the purpose of
9 providing better surface or other drainage, may make, lay

10 and maintain such drains as it seems best. The town may,
11 within its limits, make and maintain sub-drains and, with the
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12 approval of the state department of public health, discharge
13 the water into any brook, stream, or water course within
14 the town. The town may make and maintain within its limits
15 in any way where main drains or common sewers are con-
16 structed, such connecting drains, underdrains and sewers
17 within the limits of such way as may be necessary to connect
18 any estate which abuts upon such way.

1 Section  25. Particular Sewers. — The town, through its
2 board of selectmen, acting as the board of public works may,
3 upon the application of the owner of any estate abutting on
4 any way where a main drain or common sewer is constructed,
5 lay in such sewered way and in the private land of such owner
6 such particular sewer or connecting drain as may be necessary
7 to connect any building on such estate with such main drain
8 or sewer, and said board may make all necessary contracts in
9 the name and behalf of the town for such purpose. The ex-

10 penses thereof shall be paid out of any appropriation that
11 may be made by the town therefor.

1 Section  26. Exercise of Eminent Domain, Etc., for S&wer
2 and Drain Purposes. —  The Selectmen, as the board of public
3 works, acting for and on behalf of the town, may take by
4 eminent domain under chapter seventy-nine of the General
5 Laws, or acquire by purchase or otherwise, any lands, water
6 rights of way or easements, public or private, in the town,
7 necessary for accomplishing any purpose mentioned in sec-
8 tions twenty-four to thirty-one inclusive, of this charter act, 
D and may construct such main drains and sewers under or over

10 any bridge, railroad, railway, boulevard or other public way,
11 or within the location of any railroad, and may enter upon
12 and dig up any private land, public way or railroad location,
13 for the purpose of laying such drains and sewers and of main-
14 taining and repairing the same, and may do any other thing
15 proper or necessary for the purposes of sections twenty-four
16 to thirty-one inclusive, of this charter act, provided, that they
17 shall not take in fee any land of a railroad corporation, and
18 that they shall not enter upon or construct any drain or sewer
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19 within the location of any railroad corporation except at such
20 time and in such manner as they may agree upon with such
21 corporation, or, in case of failure to agree, as may be approved
22 by the state department of public utilities. Any person in-
23 jured in his property by any action of the selectmen under
24 this section may recover damages from the town under said
25 chapter seventy-nine.

1 Section  27. Appointment of Costs of Sewage Disposal. —
2 The town shall by vote of its town meeting determine what
3 proportion of the cost of said system or systems of sewerage
4 and sewage disposal the town shall pay; provided, that it shall
5 pay not less than one-fourth nor more than two-thirds of the
6 whole cost. In providing for the payment of the remaining
7 portion of the cost of said system or systems or for the use
8 of said system or systems, the town may avail itself of any
9 or all of the methods permitted by general law, and the pro-

10 visions of general law relative to the assessment, apportion-
11 ment, division, reassessment, abatement, and collection of
12 sewer assessments, to liens therefor and to interest thereon
13 shall apply to assessments made hereunder. At the same
14 meeting at which it determines the proportion of the cost
15 which is to be borne by the town, it may by vote determine
16 by which of such methods the remaining portion of said cost
17 shall be provided for. The collector of taxes of the town shall
18 certify the payment or payments of such assessments or ap-
19 portionments thereof to the board of selectmen, who shall pre-
20 serve a record thereof.

1 Section  28. Assessment of Sewer Betterment. —  The cost
2 of constructing each particular sewer or connecting drain
3 described in section twenty-five shall be assessed by the board
4 upon the estate benefited thereby. Such assessment shall be
5 made by filing with the collector of taxes of the town a cer-
6 tificate, designating the way and the private land in which
7 such particular sewer or connecting drain has been con-
8 structed, and giving the name or names of the owners of the
9 estate for which such connection has been made and the
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10 amount of the assessment to be paid by such owner or
11 owners. A copy or duplicate of this certificate shall, within
12 ten days after the filing of the same with said collector of
13 taxes, be recorded in the registry of deeds for the county of
14 Norfolk, or in the case of registered land, filed in the office
15 of the assistant recorder for the Norfolk County Registry
16 District. The collector of taxes shall, upon receipt of such
17 certificate, make a written demand for the payment of such 
.18 assessment or charge, and every owner shall, within three
19 months after such demand is served upon him or on the oc-
20 cupancy of such estate, or sent by mail to the last address of
21 the owner known to the collector of taxes, pay to said col-
22 lector of taxes the sum so assessed or charged. Except as
23 provided in this paragraph, the provisions of general law
24 relative to the assessment, apportionment, division, reassess-
25 ment, abatement and collection of sewer assessments, to lipng
26 therefor and to interest thereon shall apply to assessments
27 made under this paragraph. In applying said provisions to
28 such assessments, the notice referred to in this paragraph
29 shall be deemed to be the demand of the tax collector re-
30 quired thereunder. The lien for any assessment made under
31 this paragraph shall attach upon the recording or filing for
32 registration of the copy of duplicate of the certificate of
33 assessment. In the apportionment of such assessments there-
34 under, no installment shall be less than ten dollars.

1 Section  29. Application of Sewer Receipts. — The receipts
2 from sewer assessments and from payments made in lieu
3 thereof shall be applied to the payment Of charges and ex-
4 penses incident to the maintenance and operation of said
5 system of sewerage, or to the extension thereof, to the pay-
6 ment of interest upon bonds and notes issued for sewer pur-
7 poses or to the payment or redemption of such bonds or notes.

1 Section  30. Sewer Contracts. — All contracts made by the
2 board of selectmen, as the board of public works, for the pur-
3 poses of sectiohs twenty-four to thirty-one, inclusive, shall 

■ 4 be made in the name of the town and shall be signed by said
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5 board. No contract shall be made, or obligation incurred, here-
6 under by said board for said purposes in excess of the amount
7 of money appropriated by the town therefor.

1 Se c tio n  31. Sewer Regulations. —  The board of selectmen,
2 as the board of public works, may from time to time prescribe
3 rules and regulations for the connection of estates and build-
4 ings with main drains and sewers, and for inspection of the
5 material, the construction, alteration and use of all connections
6 and drains entering into such drains or sewers, and may pre-
7 scribe penalties, not exceeding fifty dollars, for each viola-
8 tion of any such rule or regulation. Such rules and regula-
9 tions shall be published at least once a week for three succes-

10 sive weeks in some newspaper published in the town, if there
11 be any, and if not, then in some newspaper published in the
12 county of Norfolk, and shall not take effect until such publi-
13 cation have been made.

PART 5. P a r k s , R e c r e a t io n  a n d  C o n s e r v a t io n

1 Se c tio n  32. Parks and Recreation Commission. — There
2 shall continue to be in the town a park and recreation com-
3 mission consisting of such number of commissioners, elected
4 for such terms as authorized by vote of the town pursuant
5 to section nineteen of this act. The park and recreation com-
6 mission shall have the powers, duties and functions: (a) vested
7 by general law in boards of park commissioners, playground or
8 recreation commissions and town forest committees; and (b)
9 vested in said commission by this charter or by vote of the

10 town. The said commission shall continue to have the man-
11 agement and care of the town forest, formerly managed by
12 the special town forest committee.

1 Section  33. Memorial Park. The land known as the
2 Memorial Park in the town of Needham shall continue to be
3 under the jurisdiction of the board of trustees of the Memorial
4 Park. The said board of trustees shall continue to have the
5 power and duty: (1) to receive, hold and manage, with the
6 approval of the town meeting, and devise, bequest or gift for



22 SENATE — No. 723. [March

7 the establishment or equipment of memorials for properly
8 commemorating the services of members of the armed forces
9 of the commonwealth and of the United States; and (2) to

10 maintain and operate, upon such portion of said Memorial
11 Park as they determine, an athletic field, with suitable equip-
12 ment, and in their discretion to regulate its use for athletic
13 games and other entertainments of a public nature, to which
14 an admission fee may be charged, upon such terms and con-
15 ditions as said trustees may impose.

1 Section  34. Conservation Commission. — There shall con-
2 tinue to be in the town a conservation commission of not
3 less than three, nor more than seven members, as determined
4 by vote of the town and appointed by the board of selectmen.
5 The term of office of approximately one-third of the members
6 will expire each year and their successors shall be appointed
7 for terms of three years each. The commission shall have
8 the powers, duties and functions specified by section eight C
9 of chapter forty of the General Laws and such additional duties

10 as may be assigned to it by vote of the town.
11 Said commission may receive gifts of property, both real
12 and personal, in the name of the town subject to the approval
13 of the selectmen. Said commission may acquire by gift, pur-
14 chase, grant, bequest, devise, lease or otherwise the fee in
15 such land or water rights or any lesser interest, development
16 right, easement, covenant, or other contractual right including
17 conveyances on conditions or with limitations or reversions,
18 as may be necessary to acquire, maintain, improve, protect,
19 limit the future use of or otherwise conserve and properly
20 utilize open spaces and other land and water areas within the
21 town, and shall manage and control the same. The commis-
22 sion may adopt rules and regulations governing the use of
23 land and waters under its control, and prescribe penalties not
24 exceeding a fine of one hundred dollars, for any violation
25 thereof.

P A R T  6. M u n icipal  P l a n n in g

1 Section  35. Planning Board. — There shall continue to be
2 in the town a planning board which shall consist of not less
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3 than five, nor more than nine members, who shall be elected
4 or appointed, as determined by vote of the town. The plan-
5 ning board members shall be elected or appointed for terms of
6 such length and so arranged that the term of at least one
7 member will expire each year and their successors shall be
8 elected or appointed for terms of five years each.

T Se c tio n  36. Board of Appeals. —  There shall con tin u e  to
2 be a board of appeals established under the provisions of
3 section fourteen of chapter forty A of the General Laws,
4 which shall be the existing board of appeals under the town
5 building by-law and shall perform the duties of the board of
6 appeals under section eighty-one A of chapter forty-one of
7 the General Laws. The board of appeals shall consist of three
8 members, who shall be appointed by the selectmen for three-
9 year terms so arranged that the term of one appointee will

10 expire each year. The selectmen in a like manner shall ap-
11 point two associate members.
12 The board of appeals shall have and shall exercise all the
13 powers and duties of boards of appeal under the Zoning
14 Enabling Act, the Subdivision Control Law, and the building
15 by-laws and such further powers and duties as may be granted
16 to said board by vote of the town.

PART 7. G eneral  P rovisions

1 Section  37. Construction. —  The provisions of this charter
2 act shall be construed as if said act had been adopted by the
3 procedure set forth in sections three and four of Article
4 LXXXIX of the amendments of the Constitution of the Com-
5 monwealth. The powers granted to the town by this charter
6 act shall be liberally construed in order to give full effect to
7 the powers specifically granted herein. The provisions of this
8 charter act as originally adopted shall be construed as a con-
9 tinUation of the provisions of the existing law in effect at the

10 time of its adoption unless the contrary is clearly required
11 by the context thereof.

1 SEcnoN 38. Severability. -— The provisions of this charter
2 act are severable. If any of the provisions of this charter
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3 act are held to be unconstitutional, or invalid, the remaining
4 provisions of said act shall not be affected thereby. If the
5 application of this charter act or any of its provisions to any
6 person or circumstances is held to be invalid, the application
7 of the said act and its provisions to other persons or cir-
8 cumstances shall not be affected thereby.

1 Section  39. Repeal of Certain Acts. — Chapter seventy-
2 three of the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-three,
3 chapter four hundred fifty-four of the acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred and twenty-four, chapter one hundred eighty-nine of
5 the acts of nineteen hundred and thirty-two, chapter two
6 hundred seventy-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and
7 thirty-two, chapter twenty-nine of the acts of nineteen hun-
8 dred and thirty-four, chapter sixty-eight of the acts of nine-
9 teen hundred and thirty-seven, chapter thirty-one of the acts

10 of nineteen hundred and fifty, chapter twenty-one of the acts
11 of nineteen hundred and fifty-five, chapter seventy-four of the
12 acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-five, chapter three hundred
13 fifty-nine of the acts of nineteen hundred and fifty-six, chap-
14 ter three hundred sixty-eight of the acts of nineteen hundred
15 and fifty-six, chapter eighty-four of the acts of nineteen hun-
16 dred and fifty-nine, and chapter one hundred forty of the acts
17 of nineteen hundred and sixty-five are hereby repealed.

1 Section  40. Existing Law. — All general laws, special laws,
2 town by-laws, rules and regulations of or pertaining to the
3 town which are in force when this charter act takes full
4 effect and which are not specifically repealed hereby, shall
5 continue in full force and effect until amended or rescinded by
6 due course of law or expire by their own limitation. Nothing
7 in this charter act shall affect or impair the rights or privileges
8 of persons, who are town officials or employees at the time it
9 takes effect or derogate from the protection afforded to them

10 by the civil service law, laws relating to veterans’ tenure, or
11 chapter thirty-two of the General Laws. Nothing contained
12 herein shall impair any existing contractual rights established
13 prior to the adoption of this charter act or any a m e n d m e n t

14 thereto.
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1 S ection  41. Effective Date. — Sections forty-one and forty-
2 two of this act shall take effect upon the passage of this act.
3 Sections one to forty, inclusive, of this act shall become ef-
4 fective on the first day of April immediately following the
5 next town election specified in section forty-two if a majority
6 of the voters of the town voting thereon at such election have
7 voted in favor of its adoption. Any amendment or revision
8 adopted subsequent to said date shall become effective upon
9 the date specified in such amendment or revision.

1 S ection  42. Submission of Act to Voters. — This charter
2 act shall be submitted for acceptance to the registered voters
3 of the town of Needham at the town election next held follow-
4 ing the passage of this act. The vote shall be taken by ballot
5 in accordance with the provisions of the General Laws, so
6 far as the same shall be applicable, in answer to the question
7 which shall be placed upon the official ballot to be used in
8 said town at said election: —  “Shall an act passed by the
9 General Court in the year nineteen hundred and Seventy-one

10 entitled ‘An act recodifying the existing laws establishing
11 the frame of government of the town of Needham into a
12 special home rule charter act’ be accepted?”
13 Upon its acceptance by a majority of the registered voters
14 of said town voting thereon at said town election as aforesaid,
15 this act shall take effect in the town of Needham on the first
16 day of April immediately following said election, as herein
17 provided, but not otherwise.
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