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in proceedings
for adoption of
children under
fourteen.

Trial residence
period required.

Proviso.

Not applicable
in certain
cases.

appropriate inquiry to determine the condition and ante-

cedents of the child for the purpose of ascertaining whether
he is a proper subject for adoption, and to determine whether
the petitioners and their home are suitable for the proper
rearing of the child, due regard being given the race and
religion of the child and of the petitioners. The department
shall submit to the court not later than thirty days after

receipt of such notice, or within such further time as the

court may allow, such written report as will give the court

full knowledge as to the desirability of the proposed adoption.

The court may require such further investigation and report

by the department as may be necessary. All reports sub-
mitted hereunder shall be filed separate and apart from the

other papers in the case, and shall not at any time be open
to inspection except by the parties and their attorneys, unless

the court, for good cause shown, shall otherwise order. No
decree shall be made upon such a petition until such report

has been received, nor until the child shall have resided for

not less than six months in the home of the petitioner; pro-

vided, that for good cause shown the court may, in its dis-

cretion, waive the requirement of residence. This section

shall not apply in the case of a petition for adoption pre-

sented, sponsored or recommended by any charitable corpo-

ration organized under general or special laws of the com-
monwealth for the purpose of engaging in the care of children

and principally so engaged. Approved May 20, 1931.

Chap.34^3 An Act authorizing the construction and maintenance
OF A FOOTBRIDGE OVER THE TIDE WATERS OF TOWN CREEK
IN THE TOWN OF SANDWICH.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Sand'^w'ieh may SECTION 1. The towu of Saudwich may construct and
construct and maintain a footbridge without a draw over the tide waters

footbr'?dge^over of Towu crcck in Said town, subject to the provisions of

Town creek°^
chaptcr niucty-one of the General Laws.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 21, 1931.

Chap. 34:4: An Act authorizing the reinstatement of della Clif-

ford AS A TEACHER IN THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF THE CITY

OF LYNN.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The school committee of the city of Lynn is

hereby authorized, upon the resignation of Della Clifford as

a member of said committee, to reinstate said Clifford as a
teacher in the public schools of said city, notwithstanding
the provisions of its charter, to wit, — section twenty-five

of chapter three hundred and forty of the Special Acts of

nineteen hundred and seventeen, or of any other provision

Reinstatement
of Delia
Clifford as a
teacher in the
public schools
of city of
Lynn.
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of law rendering said Clifford ineligible for service in said

schools during the term for which she was elected to serve

on said committee.
Section 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved May 21, 1931.

An Act to amend the law concerning the investment Chay.?>4i5
BY SAVINGS BANKS IN BONDS OF CERTAIN PUBLIC UTILITY

COMPANIES.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Clause Sixth A of section fifty-four of chapter g. l. les. § 54.

one hundred and sixty-eight of the General Laws, inserted aLeJidld^'

by section one of chapter three hundred and fifty-one of the

acts of nineteen hundred and twentj'-six, is hereby amended
by inserting after the word "gas" in the eleventh line the

following:— , or in the sale or distribution, of natural gas

supplied in substitution for or in mixture with artificial gas,

but in no case shall the bonds of aiw company- engaged in the

sale or distribution of natural gas become a legal investment

unless said company maintains at all times full facilities for

the manufacture of artificial gas* in quantities sufficient to

supply the normal demand, — so that the first paragraph of

said clause will read as follows :
— In the bonds, maturing investment by

not later than thirty yeaxs subsequent to such investment, inTe^uri'tfel^of

issued or assumed by any corporation incorporated under the certjiin public

laws of the United States or of any state thereof which is companies.

operating under the supervision of a public service or other

similar commission of the United States or of any state

thereof exercising regulatory jurisdiction therein and is

engaged in the sale and distribution of electricity, or in such

sale and distribution and also in some other form of public

service enterprise, or in the manufacture and distribution of

artificial gas, or in the sale or distribution, of natural gas

supplied in substitution for or in mixture with artificial gas,

but in no case shall the bonds of any company engaged in the

sale or distribution of natural gas become a legal investment

unless said company maintains at all times full facilities for

the manufacture of artificial gas in quantities sufficient to

supply the normal demand, and is doing at least eighty per

cent of its business within the territorial limits of the United
States; provided, that —
Section 2. Paragraph (1) of said clause Sixth A, in- g. l. les § 54,

serted as aforesaid, is hereb}^ amended by striking out, in the par. U),
^ '

sixth fine, the words "or artificial gas, or both" and insert- amended,

ing in place thereof the following: —• , artificial gas and
natural gas, or any one or more of them, — so as to read as

follows:— (1) The gross operating revenue of the corporation Gross operating

issuing or assuming such bonds shall be not less than one
''^^ •^""^'

®
<=•

million dollars for its fiscal year immediately preceding the

time of making such investment, and of such revenue at least

seventy-five per cent shall be derived from the sale and dis-


