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fire or police service or for decorating the graves of such fire-

men and poHcemen or for other memorial observances in

their honor. Money appropriated in honor of such firemen
may be paid over to, and expended for such purposes by, any
veteran firemen's association or similar organization.

Approved May 22, 1931.

Chap.349 An Act permanently relieving cities and towns of
ANY part of the EXPENSE OF MAINTAINING AND REPAIR-
ING STATE HIGHWAYS.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Sections sixteen and seventeen of chapter eighty-one of

the General Laws are hereby repealed.

(This hill, returned by the governor to the senate, the branch
in which it originated, with his objections thereto, was passed

by the senate, May 20, 1931, and, in concurrence, by the house

of representatives, May 22, 1931, the objections of the governor

notwithstanding, in the manner prescribed by the constitution;

and thereby has "the force of a law".)

G. L. 81,

and 17,

repealed.

Chav.350 An Act transferring the bureau of criminal identifi-

cation FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION TO THE

Emergency
preamble.

G.L. 147,
new section
after § 4.

Bureau of
criminal identi-
fication in
department of
public safety.

Transfer of
records.

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to

defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be an
emergency law, necessary for the immediate preservation

of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and forty-seven of the

General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after section

four the following new section: — Section 4^. The com-
missioner shall provide within the department for receiving,

arranging and keeping proper means for the identification of

criminals and for the furnishing of means of identification of

criminals to police departments of cities and towns, to the

department of correction and to prosecuting officers within
the commonwealth. He may in his discretion furnish means
of identification of criminals to proper officers in other states

and in foreign countries. He may secure means of iden-

tification including measurements, photographs, finger prints

and other means, so that known criminals may be identified

in this commonwealth. The commissioner shall, on his own
initiative, or upon request of the chief police officer of any
city or town, or of any district attorney within the common-
wealth, furnish to such chief police officer or district attorney
such information as he has in his possession which may tend
to assist in the identification of or apprehension of criminals.

Section 2. The commissioner of correction shall forth-

with transfer to the department of public safety all records


