
SENATE No. 1023
By Mr. MacKenzie, a petition of Ronald G. MacKenzie, Paul Menton,

David S. Liederman and Martin A. Linsky for legislation relative to the
administration of the Department of Public Welfare. Social Welfare.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act relative to the administration of the department of
PUBLIC WELFARE.

1 Section 1. Chapter eighteen of the general laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section five E as inserted by sec-
-3 tion six of chapter eight hundred eighty-five of the acts of
4 one thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, and inserting in place
5 thereof the following section:—
6 Section SE. Any recipient or vendor who receives payment
7 under any assistance program administered by the depart-
-8 ment as the result of a false representation knowingly made
9 to the department of public welfare or its agents, for the

10 purpose of causing any persons, including the person making
11 such representations, to be supported in whole or in part by
12 the commonwealth, or for the purpose of procuring payment
13 under any assistance program administered by the depart-
-14 ment, or by fraudulent means obtains any such payment shall
15 return such payment to the commonwealth by paying the
16 same to the state treasurer as soon as demand is made upon
17 him.

1 Section 2. Section five Fof said chapter eighteen, as in-
-2 serted by section six of chapter eight hundred and eighty-five
3 of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, is hereby
4 repealed.

1 Section 3. Section six of said chapter eighteen, as appear-
-2 ing in section seven of chapter eight hundred eighty-five of
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3 the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, is hereby
4 repealed.

1 Section 3. Section six of said chapter eighteen, as appear-
-2 ing in section seven of chapter eight hundred eighty-five of
3 the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, is hereby
4 amended by striking out the last sentence thereof and insert-
-5 ing in its place the following sentence: The members of the
6 board shall receive no compensation for their services but
7 shall be reimbursed for expenses necessarily incurred in ren-
-8 dering such services.

1 Section 4. Section seven of said chapter eighteen, as ap-
-2 pearing in section eight of chapter eight hundred eighty-five
3 of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, is hereby
4 amended by striking out the last sentence thereof.

1 Section 5. Section eighteen of said chapter eighteen, as
2 inserted by section twelve of chapter eight hundred eighty-
-3 five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, is
4 hereby repealed.

1 Section 6. Section twenty of said chapter eighteen, as
2 inserted by said section twelve of chapter eight hundred
3 eighty-five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-
-4 nine, is hereby amended by striking out the second and third
5 sentences thereof.

1 Section 7. Said chapter eighteen is hereby further amend-
-2 ed by striking out section twenty-one, as inserted by section
3 twelve of chapter eight hundred eighty-five of the acts of one
4 thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, and inserting in place there-
-5 of the following section:—
6 Section 21. The department shall be subrogated to the
7 rights to support and maintenance of any welfare recipient to
8 the extent of any payments made by the department to such
9 recipient. The department may institute contempt proceed-

10 ings under the provisions of section thirty-four A of chapter
11 two hundred and fifteen in the name of the recipient in the
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12 event any order of support made by the probate court con-
-13 cerning any recipient under a petition for separate support or
14 a libel for divorce has not been complied with. The depart-
-15 ment shall not institute contempt proceedings to enforce an
16 outstanding order of support against any person whose re-
-17 sources will thereby be reduced below what is needed for the
18 adequate maintenance and support of such person and any
19 other dependents then being supported by him as determined
20 with reference to budgetary standards which shall be formu-
-21 lated by the department solely for purposes of this section
22 and reviewed annually, but the department may seek modifi-
-23 cation of an outstanding order of support in order to render
24 it enforceable.

1 Section 8. Section twenty-two of said chapter eighteen,
2 as inserted by said section twelve of chapter eight hundred
3 eighty-five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred eighty-
-4 five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, is
5 hereby amended by striking out the part of the first sentence
6 thereof which precedes the colon and inserting in its place the
7 following language:— For the purpose of considering the re-
-8 cipient’s need for services, as described in section two, each
9 social worker shall maintain the following schedule of periodic

10 visits to a recipient assigned to such worker if the recipient
11 requests in writing that visits be made.

1 Section 10. Section twenty-six of said chapter eighteen, as
2 inserted by said section twelve of chapter eight hundred
3 eighty-five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-
-4 nine, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 11. Section twenty-seven of said chapter eighteen,
2 as inserted by said section twelve of chapter eight hundred
3 eighty-five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-
-4 nine, is hereby repealed.

1 Section 9. Section twenty-two of said chapter eighteen is
2 hereby further amended by striking out the last three para-
-3 graphs thereof.
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1 Section 12. Chapter one hundred eighteen of the general
2 laws is hereby amended by striking out section two B, as in-
-3 serted by section nineteen of chapter eight hundred eighty-
-4 five of the acts of 1969, and inserting in place thereof the fol-
-5 lowing section:—
6 Section 28. Every application for assistance made under
7 this chapter shall be in writing on application forms prescribed
8 by the commissioner and shall include but not be limited to
9 the following; the name, age and residence of the applicant;

10 the name, date and place of birth of each dependent; the social
11 security number of the applicant, the spouse and all dependent
12 children over sixteen years of age; a list of any motor vehicle
13 or trailer owned by the applicant or dependent; wages, salar-
-14 ies, pensions, fees, tips, bonuses and all other sources of in-
-15 come of all such persons; said application form shall include
16 a statement in conformity to federal regulations informing the
17 applicant of the procedures followed when the department
18 makes an investigation of the facts related to the applicant’s
19 eligibility for assistance.
20 The application form prescribed in paragraph one shall
21 contain a statement that it is signed by the applicant under
22 the penalties of perjury.

1 Section 13. Said chapter one hundred eleven is further
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph of section three,
3 as appearing in section twenty of chapter eight hundred
4 eighty-five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-
-5 nine, and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:—
6 Section 3. Except as herein after provided, the department
7 shall determine what aid is necessary to enable such parent
8 to bring up such child or children. For this purpose, the de-
-9 partment shall make an immediate and careful inquiry, in-

-10 eluding the resources of the family and ability of its other
11 members, if any, to work or otherwise contribute to its sup-
-12 port and the existence of societies or agencies who may be
13 interested therein. The department shall secure all neces-
-14 sary aid for such parent and such child or children which can
15 be secured from organizations. The department shall encour-
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16 age all members of the family who are able to work to se-
-17 cure work, and shall help them to find work; provided, how-
-18 ever, that in determining necessary aid any exemption on ac-
-19 count of earned income now or hereinafter permissible under
20 the federal Social Security Act shall be allowed.

1 Section 14. Chapter sixty-six of the general laws is hereby
;2 amended by striking out section 17A, as most recently amend-

-3 ed by section twenty-seven of chapter eight hundred eighty-
-4 five of the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-nine, and
5 inserting in place thereof the following section:—
6 Section 17A. Those records of the department of public
7 welfare relative to all public assistance which do not contain
8 information concerning individual applicants or individual re-
-9 cipients, and those records of the commission of the blind

10 relative to aid to the blind which do not contain information
11 concerning individual applicants or individual recipients shall
12 be public records. The records of the department and the
13 commission which contain information concerning individual
14 applicants or recipients shall be available only for purposes
15 directly concerned with the administration of public assistance
16 and access to such records and use or disclosure of the in-
-17 formation contained therein shall be in accordance with such
18 rules and regulations as the department and the commission
19 respectively may make. Notwithstanding any of the foregoing,
20 the information contained in the individual record of an appli-
-21 cant for public assistance or a recipient thereof shall be dis-
-22 closed to him or his duly authorized agent upon request. The
23 commonwealth shall destroy public assistance records ten
24 years after the discontinuance of aid granted under the pro-
-25 visions of chapters sixty-nine, one hundred and seventeen, one
<26 hundred and eighteen, one hundred and eighteen A, one hun-
-27 dred and eighteen D and one hundred and nineteen, in such
28 manner as the commission or director may prescribe.
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