
SENATE No. 1027
By Mr. McCann, a petition of the Massachusetts Dietetic Association,

by Antigone Pappajohn Letsou, president, and the Massachusetts Com-
mittee on Food, Nutrition and Health, by Marion L. Cronan, chairman,
and others for legislation to establish a nutrition board and an office of
nutrition in the Department of Public Health. Social Welfare.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act establishing a nutrition board and an office of
NUTRITION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 17 of the General Laws is hereby amended by add-
-2 ing at the end, under the caption NUTRITION BOARD AND
3 OFFICE OF NUTRITION the following three sections:
4 Section 13. There shall be in the department a nutrition
5 board, hereinafter in this section and sections 14 and 15 called
6 the board, consisting of the commissioner, who shall be the
7 chairman, the commissioner of public welfare, the commis-
8 sioner of mental health, the commissioner of agriculture, the
9 commissioner of education, the commissioner of community

10 affairs, or their respective designees and nine (9) persons to
11 be appointed by the governor, of whom one shall be a regis-
-12 tered physician with experience in nutritional science, one a
13 qualified practicing nutritionist or dietitian with experience
14 and knowledge in public and community nutrition, one a rep-
-15 resentative of the food industry, one a nutrition educator from
16 an institution of higher education concerned with graduate ed-
-17 ucation in the field of nutrition and five representatives of the
18 general public who shall be consumers selected in a manner so
19 as to reflect the population distribution of the commonwealth.
20 In making his initial appointments the governor shall appoint
21 three members for terms of one year, three members for
22 terms of two years and three members for terms of three
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- Thereafter, as their terms expire, the governor shall24 appoint members for terms of three years.

2 1 SeCtim [ J'• The board sha]l (a) plan and coordinate long
: range nutrition programs for the commonwealth; (b) implement nutntl°nal goals set forth by the White House Confer-fQ enCe °n Food and Nutrition; (c) monitor and evaluate exist-
~ mg programs

> food assistance programs such as com--3 modlty distribution programs and food stamp programs, wel-
,'
d fare allocations for special dietary needs, and other programs;32 (d) assess and survey the nutritional health of citizens of the33 commonwealth, especially of so-called “high-risk” groups; (e)

3d assist m the development of programs and projects in the ap-3;i ProPriate institutions, departments, bureaus, and offices of
36 both the private and voluntary sector and the governmental
37 sector at all levels; (f) develop research programs, prepare
oS appropriate legislation, and secure the benefits of various gov-
-39 emmental and non-govemmental funding opportunities to the
40 citizens of the commonwealth; and (g) act as a search com-
-41 mittee for finding appropriately qualified people for the posi-
42 tion of director and chief public health nutritionist in the of-
-43 flee of nutrition.
44 The board shall meet at least four times annually and from
45 time to time at the call of the chairman.
46 Decisions and recommendations of the board shall be made
47 by affirmative vote of a majority of its members. Decisions
48 and recommendations of the board shall be implemented
49 through the office of nutrition. The director of the office of
50 nutrition shall serve as executive director of the board. The
51 office of nutrition shall provide the board with necessary cler-
-52 ical and administrative sendees.
53 Appointive members of the board shall be compensated at the
54 rate of twenty-five dollars for each day or portion thereof spent
55 in a meeting of the board, not exceeding 250 dollars in any

56 one year, and shall be reimbursed for their travelling ex-

-57 penses necessarily incurred in attending such meetings.

58 Section 15. There shall be within the department an office
59 of nutrition headed by a director, who shall be directly re-

-60 sponsible to the commissioner, and who shall be a physician
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61 who is a recognized authority in the field of public health nu-
-62 trition and nutritional sciences, or a person with equivalent
63 qualifications in administration or nutritional sciences and
64 wide experience in public health nutrition, nutrition research
65 and nutrition education. The director shall serve as executive
66 director of the board, for which service he shall receive no
67 compensation other than that provided him as director of the
68 office of nutrition. The director and staff shall be subject to
69 the provisions of chapter 31.
70 The commissioner, with the advice of the nutrition board
71 shall appoint the director, the professional nutrition staff, the
72 technical personnel, the administrative assistants and clerical
73 staff as required.
74 The chief public health nutritionist shall have an advanced
75 degree and extensive experience in hospital, therapeutic and
76 public health nutrition and nutrition education.




