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By Mr. Barrus, a petition of John D. Barrus and the Massachusetts
Farm Bureau Federation, by Philip N. Good, executive secretary, for a
legislative amendment to the Constitution limiting the authority of the
legislature to enact laws imposing additional costs on cities and towns.
State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution
LIMITING THE AUTHORITY OF THE LEGISLATURE TO ENACT LAWS
IMPOSING ADDITIONAL COSTS ON CITIES AND TOWNS.

A majority of all the members elected to the Senate and House
of Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be ex-
pedient to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following
Article of Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of the
Constitution [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next
General Court and approved by the people at the state election
next following]:

“No law imposing additional costs upon two or more cities or
towns by the regulation of the compensation, hours, status, con-
ditions or benefits of municipal employment shall be effective in
any city or town until such law is accepted by vote or by the ap-
propriation of money for such purposes, in the case of a city,
by the city council in accordance with its charter, and in the case
j)f a town, by a town meeting, unless such law has been enacted

>y the General Court by a two-thirds vote of each of its branches,
or unless the General Court, at the same session in which such
law is enacted, has provided for the assumption by the Com-
monwealth of such additional costs. No law granting or increas-
ing exemptions from local taxation, increasing the pension of re-
tirement benefits of municipal employees or increasing the bene-
fits payable to any class of persons, or otherwise requiring in-
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creased expenditures for any municipal purpose, shall be effective
in any city or town, unless such law has been enacted by the
General Court by a two-thirds vote of each of its branches, or un-
less the General Court, at the same session in which such law was
enacted, has provided for the assumption by the Commonwealth
of any such increased expenditures or of any loss of taxes result-
ing from such exemption.”


