
SENATE No. 1241

f

By Mr. Umana, a petition of John L. Saltonstall, Jr., and Mario Umana
tor legislation to regulate negotiations between certain landlords and
certain tenants in certain cities and towns. Urban Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-One.

An Act regulating negotiations between certain landlords
AND CERTAIN TENANTS IN CERTAIN CITIES AND TOWNS.

Be it enacted by theSeriate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter twenty-three Bof the General Laws,
2 as enacted by chapter seven hundred sixty-one, section one, of
3 the acts of one thousand nine hundred sixty-eight, is hereby
4 amended by adding after section ten the following four sec-
-5 tions:
6 Section 11 (a). There shall be in the department, but
7 in no respect subject to the jurisdiction thereof, a com-
-8 mission to be known as the Landlord-Tenant Relations
9 Commission, in this and the three following sections re-

-10 ferred to as the commission, which shall be composed of three
11 members who shall be appointed by the governor. Upon the
12 expiration of the term of any member, his successor shall be
13 appointed in like manner for a term of five years. Any vacancy
14 in the commission shall be filled by appointment in like man-
-15 ner. The governor shall designate one member to serve as
16 chairman of the commission. Any member of the commission
17 may be removed by the governor, upon notice and hearing,
18 for neglect of duty or malfeasance in office, but for no other
19 cause.

20 (b) A vacancy in the commission shall not impair the right
21 of the remaining members to exercise all the powers of the
22 commission, and two members of the commission shall at all
23 times constitute a quorum. The commission shall have an
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24 official seeil which shall be judicially noticed,
25 (c) The commission shall at the close of each fiscal year
26 make a report in writing to the general court stating in detail
27 the cases it has heard, the decisions it has rendered, the
28 names, salaries and duties of all employees and officers in the
29 employ or under the supervision of the commission, and an
30 account of all moneys it has disbursed.
31 Section 12. The chairman of the commission shall receive^
32 a salary of ten thousand dollars, and each of the other mem-
-33 bers shall receive a salary of nine thousand dollars a year;
34 each shall devote his full time during business hours to the
35 duties of his office, and each member shall be eligible for re-
-36 appointment. The commission shall appoint an executive sec-
-37 retary, and such attorneys, examiners and regional directors
38 and other employees as it may from time to time find neces-
-39 sary for the proper performance of its duties and as may be
40 from time to time appropriated for by the general court. The
41 commission may establish or utilize such regional, local or
42 other agencies, and utilize such voluntary and uncompensated
43 services, as may from time to time be needed. Attorneys ap-
-44 pointed under this section may, at the direction of the com-
-45 mission, appear for and represent the commission in any case
46 in court. Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to author-
-47 ize the commission to appoint individuals for the purpose of
48 conciliation or mediation or for statistical work, where such
49 service may be obtained from the department of community
50 affairs.
51 Section 13. The principal office of the commission shall be
52 in the city of Boston, but it may meet and exercise any or all
53 of its powers at any other place. The commission may, by one
54 or more of its members or by such agents or agencies as it
55 may designate, prosecute any inquiry necessary to its func-
-56 tions in any part of the commonwealth. A member who par-
-57 ticipates in such an inquiry shall not be disqualified from sub-
-58 sequently participating in a decision of the commission in the
59 same case.
60 Section llf. The commission shall have the authority from
61 time to time to make, amend and rescind such rules and regu-
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62 lations as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of
63 chapter one hundred fifty-one E.

1 Section 2. The General Laws are hereby amended by in-
-2 serting therein after chapter one hundred fifty-one D the fol-
-3 lowing chapter one hundred fifty-one E.
4 Section 1. The denial by landlords of the right of tenants
5 to organize and the refusal by landlords to accept the proced-
-6 ure of collective bargaining lead to forms of strife or unrest,
7 which have the intent or the necessary effect of disturbing
8 the general welfare and domestic tranquility and safety.
9 The inequality of bargaining power between tenants who

10 do not possess effective freedom of association or actual lib-
-11 erty of contract, and landlords who are organized in the cor-
-12 porate or other forms of ownership association substantially
13 burdens and affects industry and trade, and tends to aggravate
14 recurrent shortages of housing, deficiencies in housing and
15 executive rents.
16 Protection by law of the right of tenants to organize and
17 bargain collectively safeguards industry and trade from in-
-18 jury, impairment or interruption, and promotes the develop-
-19 ment of adequate housing at reasonable rents by removing
20 certain recognized sources of unrest, by encouraging practi-
-21 ces fundamental to the friendly adjustment of disputes aris-
-22 ing out of differences as to rents and other housing condi-
-23 tions, and by restoring equality of bargaining power between
24 landlords and tenants.
25 It is hereby declared to be the policy of the commonwealth
26 to eliminate the causes of certain substantial obstructions to
27 the development of an adequate housing supply and to miti-
-28 gate and eliminate these obstructions when they have occur-
-29 red by encouraging the practice and procedure of collective
30 bargaining and by protecting the exercise by tenants of full
31 freedom of association, self-organization, and designation of
32 representatives of their own choosing, for the purpose of
33 negotiating the terms and conditions of their tenancy or other
34 mutual aid or protection.
35 Section 2. When used in this chapter:
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36 (1) The term “person” includes one or more individuals,
37 partnerships, associations, corporations, legal representatives,
38 trustees, trustees in bankruptcy, or receivers.
39 (2) The term “landlord” includes any person acting in the
40 interest of a landlord, directly or indirectly, but shall not in-
-41 elude the commonwealth or political subdivision or agency
42 thereof, or any tenants’ organization, or any one acting in the
43 capacity of officer or agent of such tenants’ organization, or
44 any individual residing in a building which has no more than
45 two residential units, or any person who owns or manages
46 for rental purposes no more than one residential unit, or any
47 public charitable trust or other non-profit institution.
48 (3) The term “tenant” shall include any person occupying
49 a residential unit for residential purposes, and shall not be
50 limited to the tenants of a particular landlord, unless the
51 chapter explicitly states otherwise, and shall include any in-
-52 dividual whose tenancy has ceased as a consequence of, or in
53 connection with, any current housing dispute or because of
54 any unfair housing practice, and who has not obtained any
55 other regular and substantially equivalent housing.
56 (4) The term “representatives” includes any individual or
57 tenants’ organization.
58 (5) The term “tenants’ organization” means any organiza-
-59 tion of any kind, or any agency or tenant representation
60 committee or plan, in which tenants participate and which
61 exists for the purpose, in whole or in part, of dealing with
62 landlords concerning grievances, housing disputes, rents, or
63 conditions of housing.
64 (6) The term “unfair housing practice” means any unfair
65 housing practice listed in sections four, four A and four B.
66 (7) The term “housing dispute” includes any controversy
67 concerning terms, tenure or conditions of housing, or con-
-68 ceming the association or representation of persons in ne-
-69 gotiating, fixing, maintaining, changing, or seeking to arrange
70 terms or conditions of housing regardless of whether the dis-
-71 putants stand in the proximate relation of landlord and ten-
-72 ant.
73 (8) The term “commission” means the landlord-tenant re-
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74 lations commission existing under section eleven of chapter
75 twenty-three B.
76 (9) The term “residential unit” means a room, apartment
77 or house designed or intended to be occupied or held for occu-
-78 pancy by one or more tenants for residential purposes as a
79 separate and private entity.
80 Section 3. Tenants shall have the right to self-organization,
81 to form, join or assist tenants’ organizations, to bargain col-
-82 lectively through representatives of their own choosing and
83 to engage in concerted activities, for the purpose of collective
84 bargaining or other mutual aid or protection.
85 Section 4- It shall be an unfair housing practice for a land-
-86 lord:—
87 (1) To interfere with, restrain or coerce tenants in the
88 exercise of the rights guaranteed in section three.
89 (2) To dominate or interfere with the formation or admin-
-90 istration of any tenants’ organization or contribute financial
91 or other support to it.
92 (3) By discrimination in regard to rental or tenure of
93 housing or any term or condition of housing, to encourage or
94 discourage membership in any tenants’ organization; provided,
95 that nothing in this chapter shall preclude a landlord from
96 making and carrying out, except as provided in subsection six
97 hereof, an agreement with a tenants’ organization (not estab-
-98 lished, maintained or assisted by any action defined in this
99 chapter as an unfair housing practice) to require as a condi-

100 tion of tenancy membership therein, if such tenants’ organi-
-101 zation is the representative of the tenants as provided in sub-
-102 section (a) of section five in the appropriate collective bar-
-103 gaining unit covered by such agreement when made, but no
104 such agreement shall be deemed to apply to any tenant who
105 is not eligible for full membership and voting rights in such
106 tenants’ organization.
107 (4) To evict or otherwise discriminate against a tenant
108 because he has filed charges or given testimony under this
109 chapter.
110 (5) To refuse to bargain collectively with the represen-
-111 tatives of his tenants, subject to the provisions of subsection
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(a) of section five.112
(6) To evict or otherwise discriminate against any tenant

because he is not a member in good standing of a tenants’
organization with whom the landlord has made an agree-
ment to require as a condition of tenancy membership there-
in, unless

113
114
115
116
117

(A) Such tenants’ organization shall have certified to the
landlord that such tenant

118
119

(1) Was denied admission to, or deprived of, membership
in good standing as a result of the administration of disci-
pline; and

120
121
122

(2) Has exhausted the remedies available to him within
the tenants’ organization including any right of appeal per-
mitted by its constitution or by-laws; and

123
124
125

(B) Such tenant shall have exhausted the remedies, avail-
able to him under sections six A and six B.

126
127

Section 4A. It shall be an unfair housing practice for any
person or tenants’ organization

128
129

(1) To authorize or engage in any illegal concerted with-
holding of patronage or payments for the purpose of

130
131

(a) Bringing about, directly or indirectly, the commission
of any unfair housing practice, or

132
133

(b) Injuring or interfering with the trade or business of
any person because such person has refused to commit an un-
fair housing practice; or

134
135
136
137 (2) To interfere with, restrain or coerce tenants in their

choice or rejection of representatives for the purpose of col-
lective bargaining after the commission has determined in a
proceeding under section five that such tenants do not desire
to be represented by such tenants’ organization; or

138
139
140
141
142 To aid any concerted activities of the types described in

this section by giving direction or guidance in the conduct
thereof or by providing funds for the payment of benefits to
persons participating therein.

143
144
145
146 Section 48. It shall be an unfair housing practice for a ten-

ants’ organization to refuse to bargain collectively with any
landlord who has recognized it as the exclusive representa-

147
148
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149 live of tenants in a unit appropriate for the purposes of col-
-150 lective bargaining.
151 Section 5. (a) Representatives designated or selected for
152 the purposes of collective bargaining by the majority of the
153 tenants in a unit appropriate for such purposes, shall be the
154 exclusive representatives of all the tenants in such unit for
155 the purposes of collective bargaining in respect to rents or

|156 other conditions of housing; provided, that any individual
157 tenant or a group of tenants shall have the right at any time
158 to present grievances to their landlord.
159 (b) The commission shall decide in each case whether, in
160 order to insure to tenants the full benefit of their right to
161 self-organization and to collective bargaining and otherwise
162 to effectuate the policies of this chapter, the unit appropri-
-163 ate for the purposes of collective bargaining shall be the land-
-164 lord unit, building unit, regional unit, or subdivision thereof.
165 (c) Whenever a question affecting housing arises concern-
-166 ing the representation of tenants, the commission may investi-
-167 gate such controversy and certify to the parties, in writing,
168 the name or names of the representatives who have been
169 designated or selected. In any such investigation, the corn-
-170 mission shall provide for an appropriate hearing upon due
171 notice either in conjunction with a proceeding under section
172 six or otherwise, and may take a secret ballot of tenants, or
173 utilize any other suitable method to ascertain such repre-
-174 sentatives. The commission may establish such rules or regu-
-175 lations as it deems appropriate to effectuate the policies of
176 this chapter for the filing of petitions for investigation and
177 certification by landlords or tenants or their representatives
178 and shall include therein provision for the filing of a petition
179 by a landlord whenever it is alleged

»180 (1) That two or more tenants’ organizations have presented
181 to the landlord conflicting claims that each represents a
182 majority of the tenants in a bargaining unit or units claimed
183 by themto be appropriate; or
184 (2) That a tenants’ organization not theretofore recognized
185 as the representative of a majority of the tenants in the
186 bargaining unit claimed by it to be appropriate has requested
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187 the landlords to bargain with it as the exclusive representa-
-188 tive of such tenants, or without such request is attempting to
189 secure such recognition by any unfair housing practice.
190 (d) Whenever an order of the commission made pursuant
191 to subsection (c) of section six is based in whole or in part
192 upon facts certified following an investigation pursuant to sub-
-193 section (c) of this section, and there is a petition for the en-
-194 forcement or review of such order, such certification and the
195 record of such investigation shall be included in the trans-

-196 script of the entire record required to be filed under subsec-
-197 tion (e) or (f) of section six and thereupon the decree of the
198 court enforcing, modifying, or setting aside in whole or in
199 part the order of the commission shall be made and entered
200 upon the pleadings, testimony and proceedings set forth in
201 such transcript.
202 Section 6 (a). The commission is empowered, as hereinafter
203 provided, to prevent any person from engaging in any unfair
204 housing practice. This power shall be exclusive, and shall not
205 be affected by any other means of adjustment or prevention
206 that has been or may be established by agreement, code, law,
207 or otherwise.
208 (b) Whenever it is charged that any person has engaged in
209 or is engaged in any such unfair housing practice, the commis-
-210 sion, or any agent or agency designated by the commission
211 for such purposes, shall have power to issue and cause to be
212 served upon such person a complaint stating the charges in
213 that respect, and containing a notice of hearing before the
214 commission or a member thereof, or before a designated agent
215 or agency, at a place therein fixed, not less than five days after
216 the serving of said complaint. Any such complaint may be
217 amended by the member, agent or agency conducting the
218 hearing or the commission in its discretion at any time prior
219 to the issuance of an order based thereon. The person so
220 complained of shall have the right to file an answer to the
221 original or amended complaint and to appear in person or
222 otherwise and give testimony at the place and time fixed in
223 the complaint. In the discretion of the member, agent or
224 agency conducting the hearing or the commission, any other
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225 person may be allowed to intervene in the said proceeding
226 and to present testimony. In any such proceeding the rules
227 of evidence prevailing in courts of law or equity shall not be
228 controlling.
229 (c) The testimony taken by such member, agent or agency
230 or the commission shall be reduced to writing and filed with
231 the commission. Thereafter, in its discretion, the commission

)232 upon notice may take further testimony or hear argument.
233 If upon all the testimony taken the commission shall be of the
234 opinion that any person named in the complaint has engaged
235 in or is engaging in any such unfair housing practice, then the
236 commission shall state its findings of fact and shall issue and
237 cause to be served on such person an order requiring such
238 person to cease and desist from such unfair housing practice,
239 and to take such affirmative action as will effectuate the poli-
-240 cies of this chapter. Such order may further require such
241 person to make reports from time to time showing the extent
242 to which he has complied with the order. If upon all the
243 testimony taken, the commission shall be of the opinion that
244 no person named in the complaint has engaged in or is en-
-245 gaging in any such unfair housing practice, then the commis-
-246 sion shall state its findings of fact and shall issue an order
247 dismissing the said complaint.
248 (d) Until a transcript of the record in a case shall have been
249 filed in a court, as hereinafter provided, the commission may
250 at any time, upon reasonable notice and in such manner as it
251 shall deem proper, modify or set aside, in whole or in part,
252 any finding or order made or issued by it.
253 (e) The commission shall have power to petition the su-
-254 perior court in any county wherein the unfair housing prac-
-255 tice in question occurred or wherein such person resides or
256 transacts business, for the enforcement of such order and for
257 appropriate temporary relief or restraining order, and shall
258 certify and file in the court a transcript of the entire record
259 in the proceeding, including the pleadings and testimony upon
260 which such order was entered, and the findings and order of
261 the commission. Upon such filing, the court shall cause notice
262 thereof to be served upon such person, and thereupon shall
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263 have jurisdiction of the proceeding and of the question
264 determined therein, and shall have power to grant such
265 temporary relief or restraining order as it deems just
266 and proper, and to make and enter upon the pleadings,
267 testimony, and proceedings set forth in such transcript a de-
-268 cnee enforcing, modifying and enforcing as so modified, or
269 setting aside in whole or in part the order of the commission.
270 No objection that has not been urged before the commission,
271 its member, agent or agency, shall be considered by the court,
272 unless the failure or neglect to urge such objection shall be
273 excused because of extraordinary circumstances. The order
274 or decision of the commission shall be reviewed in accordance
275 with the standards for review provided in paragraph (2) of
276 section fourteen of chapter thirty A. If either party shall ap-
-277 ply to the court for leave to adduce additional evidence and
278 shall show to the satisfaction of the court that such additional
279 evidence is material and that there were reasonable grounds
280 for the failure to adduce such evidence in the hearing before
281 the commission, its member, agent or agency, the court may
282 order such additional evidence to be taken before the com-
-283 mission, its member, agent or agency, and to be made a part
284 of the transcript. The commission may modify its findings,
285 by reason of additional evidence so taken and filed, and it
286 shall file such modified or new findings, and shall file its
287 recommendations, if any, for the modification or setting aside
288 of its original order. The jurisdiction of the court shall be
289 exclusive and its judgment and decree shall be final, except
290 that the same shall be subject to review by the supreme ju-
-291 dicial court for the commonwealth.
292 (/) Any person aggrieved by a final order of the commis-
-293 sion granting or denying in whole or in part the relief sought
294 may obtain a review of such order in the superior court for
295 the county wherein the unfair housing practice in question
296 was alleged to have been engaged in, or wherein such person
297 resides or transacts business, by filing in such court a written
298 petition praying that the order of the commission be modified
299 or set aside. A copy of such petition shall be forthwith served
300 upon the commission, and thereupon the aggrieved party shall



1971.] SENATE —No. 1241. 11

301 file in the court a transcript of the entire record in the pro-
302 ceeding, certified by the commission, including the pleading
303 and testimony upon which the order complained of was en-
304 tered and the findings and order of the commission. Upon
305 such filing, the court shall proceed in the same manner as in
306 the case of an application by the commission under subsection
307 (c) of this section, and shall have the same exclusive juris-

pOB diction to grant to the commission such temporary relief or
309 restraining order as the court deems just and proper, and in
310 like manner to make and enter a decree enforcing, modifying,
311 and enforcing as so modified, or setting aside in whole or in
312 part the order of the commission.
313 (g) The commencement of proceedings under subsection (e)
314 or (f) of this section shall not, unless specifically ordered by
315 the court, operate as a stay of the commission’s order.
316 (h) When granting appropriate temporary relief or a re-
317 straining order, or making and entering a decree enforcing,
318 modifying, and enforcing as so modified, or setting aside in
319 whole or in part an order of the commission, as provided in
320 this section, the jurisdiction of courts sitting in equity shall
321 not be limited by sections one and nine of chapter two hun-
322 dred and fourteen. When making and entering a decree or an
323 order for a decree enforcing, modifying, and enforcing as so
324 modified, or setting aside in whole or in part an order of the
325 commission or remanding the cause for further proceedings
326 before the commission, the court shall state, in the usual form
327 of an opinion issued by an appellate court, its reasons for
328 making and entering such decree or order for decree.
329 (i) Petitions filed under this chapter shall be heard expe-
330 ditiously, and if possible within ten days after they have been
331 docketed.
fe32 Section 6A. Any tenant who is required as a condition of ob-
333 taining housing to be a member in good standing of a tenants’
334 organization may file with the commission a charge alleging
335 (1) that, although eligible to membership, he has been un-
336 fairly denied admission to, or unfairly suspended or expelled
337 from membership in, such organization for reasons other than
338 malfeasance in office or non-payment of regular initiation fees,
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dues, or assessments and (2) that such tenants’ organization
has requested, or is about to request, his landlord to evict or
otherwise discriminate against him because of his failure to
maintain membership in good standing in such organization;
provided, that such charge shall be filed not more than fifteen
days after notice of such request has been given the tenant
by the tenants’ organization. Upon filing of such charge, the
commission shall have power to issue and cause to be
upon the tenants’ organization a complaint stating the charge
in that respect and containing a notice of hearing. The notice
shall be given and the subsequent proceedings shall be con-
ducted in the manner provided in section six. If upon all the
evidence the commission shall determine that the tenant was
unfairly denied admission to membership in such organization,
or that such discipline

339
340
341
342
343
344
345
346
347
348
349
350
351
352
353

(1) Was imposed by the tenants’ organization in violation
of its constitution and by-laws; or

354
355
356 (2) Was imposed without a fair trial, including an adequate

hearing and opportunity to defend; or357
358 (3) Was not warranted by the offense, if any, committed

by the tenant against the tenants’ organization; or359
360 (4) Is not consistent with the established public policy of

the commonwealth; then the commission shall state its de-
terminations and shall issue and cause to be served on the
tenants’ organization an order requiring it, in its discretion,
either to admit or restore the tenant to membership in good
standing together with full voting rights, or else to refrain
from seeking to bring about any discrimination against him
in his tenancy because he is not a member in good standing,
and to return to him such dues and assessments as may have
been collected from him during the period of his suspension
or expulsion from the organization. If the commission shallj
not make such a determination after hearing, it shall enter
an order dismissing the charge filed by the tenant.

361
362
363
364
365
366
367
368
369
370
371
372
373 Section 68. Any person aggrieved by a final order of the com-

mission under section six A granting or denying relief, may ob-
tainareview of such order inthe manner provided insection six.

374
375
376 Section 6C. During any disciplinary proceedings within a
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377 tenants’ organization or any proceedings under sections six A
378 and six B, or either of them, the employee shall continue to
379 pay the regular dues and assessments.
380 Section 7. For the purpose of all hearings and investigations
381 which, in the opinion of the commission, are necessary and
382 proper for the exercise of the powers vested in it by sections
383 five, six, six A and six B
j384 (1) The commission, or its duly authorized agents or agen-
385 cies, shall at all reasonable times have access to, for the pur-
386 pose of examination, and the right to copy any evidence of
387 any person being investigated or proceeded against that re-
388 lates to any matter under investigation or in question. Any
389 member of the commission shall have power to issue sub-
390 poenas requiring the attendance and testimony of witnesses
391 and the production of any evidence that relates to any matter
392 under investigation or in question before the commission, its
393 member, agent or agency conducting the hearing or investi-
394 gation. Any member of the commission, or any agent or agency
395 designated by the commission for such purposes, may ad-
396 minister oaths and affirmations; examine witnesses, and re-
397 ceive evidence. Such attendance of witnesses and the pro-
398 duction of such evidence may be required from any place in
399 the commonwealth, at any designated place of hearing.
400 (2) In case of contumacy or refusal to obey a subpoena
401 issued to any person, the superior court within the jurisdiction
402 of which the inquiry is carried on or within the jurisdiction of
403 which said person guilty of contumacy or refusal to obey is
404 found or resides or transacts business, upon application by the
405 commission shall have jurisdiction to issue to such person
406 an order requiring such person to appear before the com-
407 mission, its member, agent or agency, there to produce evi-
!08 dence if so ordered, or there to give testimony, touching the

409 matter under investigation, or in question; and any failure
410 to obey such order of the court may be punished by said court
411 as a contempt thereof.
412 (3) No person shall be excused from attending and testi-
-413 fying or from producing books, records, correspondence, docu-
-414 ments or other evidence in obedience to the subpoena of the



SENATE —No. 1241. [Jan.14

415 commission, on the ground that the testimony or evidence
416 required of him may tend to incriminate him or subject him
417 to a penalty or forfeiture; but no individual shall be prosecuted
418 or subjected to any penalty or forfeiture for or on account of
419 any transaction, matter of thing concerning which he is corn-
420 polled, after having claimed his privilege against self-incrimi-
421 nation, to testify or produce evidence, except that such indi-
422 vidual so testifying shall not be exempt from prosecution and|j.
423 punishment for perjury committed in so testifying.
424 (4) Complaints, orders and other process and papers of the
425 commission, its member, agent or agency may be served
426 either personally or by registered mail or by telegraph or by
427 leaving a copy thereof at the principal office or place of busi-
428 ness of the person required to be served. The verified return
429 by the individual so serving the same setting forth the man-
430 ner of such service shall be proof of service of the same, and
431 the return post office receipt or telegraph receipt therefor
432 when registered and mailed or telegraphed as aforesaid shall
433 be proof of service of the same. Witnesses summoned before
434 the commission, its member, agent or agency shall be paid
435 the same fees and mileage that are paid witnesses whose de-
436 positions are taken and the person taking the same shall se-
437 verally be entitled to the same fees as are paid for like serv-
438 ices in the courts of the commonwealth.
439 (5) All process of any court to which application may be
440 made under this chapter may be served in the judicial district
441 wherein the defendant or other person required to be served
442 resides or may be found.
443 (6) The several departments and agencies of the common-
444 wealth, when directed by the governor, shall furnish the com-
445 mission, upon its request, all records, papers and informatior
446 in their possession relating to any matter before the com-
447 mission.
448 Section 8. Any person who shall wilfully resist, prevent, im-
-449 pede or interfere with any member of the commission or any
450 of its agents or agencies in the performance of duties pursuant
451 to this chapter shall be punished by a fine of not more than
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452 five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than
453 one year, or both.
454 Section 9. If any provision of this chapter, or the application
455 of such provision to any person or circumstance, shall be held
456 invalid, the remainder of this chapter, or the application of
457 such provision to persons or circumstances other than those
458 as to which it is held invalid, shall not be affected thereby.

?459 Section 10. This chapter may be cited as the “State Land-
AOf\ rfi--.-,..*. T> T460 lord-Tenant Relations Law”.
461 Section 11. This chapter shall apply to all cities and towns
462 with a population of fifty thousand or more which accept the
463 provisions hereof.

Section 3. This act shall take effect on September 1, 1971,
and shall apply only to matters occurring on or after that date.
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