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Reverend Clergy My Distinguished Predecessor My Colleagues
Here in the Senate Friends Invited Guests:

Almost fifty-eight years ago, fifty-eight years ago in May,
to be exact, The Seventeenth Amendment to the United States
Constitution was adopted; and it has been a good amendment, one
that has served the country well. This so-called LaFollette Amend-
ment determined that henceforth candidates for the United States
Senate were to be elected by popular ballot. Until that time United
States Senators were chosen by the State Legislatures. With the
loss of this legislative right and with increasing centralization in
Washington, the State Legislatures began to fall from power.

At the same time an interesting situation developed on the na-
tional level. National political leaders began to look to governors
and/or military heroes to lead this country in the role of President
of the United States. They did so because they felt that someone
who served in the National Congress, and particularly in the
United States Senate, was politically handicapped; he had to vote
too often on controversial matters that affected other states as well
as his own.

This tradition of choosing a President from the Nation’s Gov-
ernors and military heroes continued until the decade of the 60’s
when we saw the nomination of John F. Kennedy, a United States
Senator, and his subsequent election victory over Richard M. Nixon,
a former United States Senator. Apparently, this election marked
the beginning of a new trend. In 1964 Barry Goldwater, a United
States Senator, was the Republican nominee to challenge the then
President but former United States Senator, Lyndon B. Johnson;

0IIj? {Unmmonuipaltlj of ilagsartjitßPlteii



[MarchSENATE —No. 1301,4

i

�

and if political writers are correct, the 1972 contest against Presi-
dent Nixon will be waged by a United States Senator from Maine,
or Massachusetts, or Minnesota, or South Dakota. It would seem
that the number and complexity of the national and international
problems now facing the President of the United States demand
that the presidential aspirant have considerable experience on
both the national and international level. The United States Senate
is the best place to acquire this experience, or at least is thought
to be.

As we enter into the decade of the 70’s, however, political
scientists are telling us that power must begin to shift from Wash-
ington back into the Legislative halls of the states. The feeling is
that because the State Legislatures are closer and more responsive
to the individual person, they are the best possible means for
channeling federally collected tax dollars to the people in order to
improve the quality of their lives. The big question then is: Are
the State Legislatures, and more pertinently, is the Massachusetts
Legislature, ready to assume this power? A wall of mistrust and
cynicism has slowly risen between this Legislature and the people
who elect its individual members. And it is we, the past and pres-
ent members of the Legislature, who are largely responsible for
building this wall, and it is we who must take it down, brick by
brick and stone by stone. We have had help in building it from
Chief Executives and occasionally from some members of the news
media; but over all it is our responsibility: we built it and we
must remove it. If we don’t remove it, then the Legislature will
become nothing more than an historical museum where dry, lifeless
bodies move around in some parody of government.

The Massachusetts House of Representatives has as its speaker
a dynamic young man who is committed to making that chamber
a modern, meaningful mechanism for change. I intend to join
the Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives in
this crusade to return the Massachusetts Legislature to its historic
position of eminence among the law-making bodies of our land.

I intend to stand up. I intend to lead the Massachusetts Legisla-
ture, for I neither fear the acquisition of power nor do I shrink
from the proper use of it. I will not walk away from power or
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abandon it in any way. I plan to use this power to restore to the
Senate its historic beauty and proud heritage.

This afternoon we welcome into the Senate Chamber eight new
members, almost all of whom have been tested by the experience
of seeking and holding political office in the past. We need their
ideas; we need their vision; we need their strength; we need their

j companionship in this crusade upon which we are about to embark.
Over two decades ago a man, who was then in the twilight of

his political career after having served as a member of this cham-
ber from Essex County, as a member of the House and as Mayor
of Salem, spoke the following words, which from that moment
became my own political credo. Joseph Harrington said, in De-
cember of 1949, “For one who would make a career of public
service, the first rule is this: stand for something. From your
own mind and heart and intellect determine and select the political
and social philosophy upon which you propose to base your career
of public service. Be a Democrat be a Republican be a Liberal

be a Conservative. Be what reason and conscience impel you
to be but be something and stand for something .” This I intend
to do, for I love this Senate and its history, and no man and no
group of men will tear from this Senate its meaning or its preroga-
tives while I am its President.

KEVIN B. HARRINGTON
Senate President,

Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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