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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1576 entitled “AN ACT PROVIDING FOR RECALL FOR
TEMPORARY SERVICE OF CERTAIN RETIRED MEMBERS
OF THE INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENT BOARD.”

This bill provides for the recall of retired members of the in-
dustrial accident board for temporary service as members of that
board. Recall would occur if the workload of the board required
it, the board requests it with respect to a particular individual,
and the governor approves it. Service would be for a period of
ninety days.

I support the concept of using former members to help reduce
the backlog of cases at the industrial accident board. I recom-
mended the same practice with respect to superior and supreme
judicial court justices.

However, I am concerned about the problem of a recalled mem-
ber of the board acting as a litigant in other cases before the
board. With respect to lawyer-judges, I have recommended the
abolition of the position of special justice to avoid this same prob-
lem. While the industrial accident board is not a court, it does
exercise quasi-judicial powers. I believe that the bill should have

provision barring any recalled member of the board from prac-
ticing before the board during the time for which he is recalled.
I believe without this protection, a retired member is placed in
the untenable position of making decisions on one case while re-
questing the boax-d to rule in his favor on another case.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows:
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By inserting after the third sentence of Section 15A of chapter
23, inserted by this act, the following sentence; No retired mem-
ber of the board shall represent any person before the board
during the period for which he has been recalled as a member.

Respectfully submitted,

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Gover7ior, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.
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