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To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith, Senate Bill
No. 1586 entitled “AN ACT INCREASING THE MEMBERSHIP
OF THE GROUP INSURANCE COMMISSION.”

This bill would expand the membership of the group insurance
commission. Presently, the group insurance commission is a five
member board, consisting of the commissioners of administration
and insurance, and three members named by the governor, one of
whom must be a state employee. Not more than two appointive
members may be members of the same political party, and no ap-
pointed member may be an insurance agent, broker, employee, or
officer of any insurance company.

This bill would add two members, the state treasurer and the
state auditor. I am concerned that the addition of two more state
officials tips the balance of the board away from a majority of
public representation.

The public contributes the major share of the millions of tax
dollars supporting the group insurance programs covering state
employees. One of the most important functions of the commis-
sion is the purchase of over thirty million dollars of insurance
coverage. I believe that it has been and continues to be in the
public interest to have a majority of members of the group in-
surance commission who are not state officials. If, therefore, your
honorable bodies desire to include the above named officials, I
recommend that you authorize the appointment of two additional
public members.

I therefore recommend the bill be amended as follows:
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By striking out all after the enacting clause and inserting in
place thereof the following: Section 3of chapter 32A of the
General Laws, as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter
193 of the acts of 1962, is hereby amended by striking out the
first two sentences and inserting in place thereof the following two
sentences: There shall be established within the executive of-
fice of administration and finance, but not under its jurisdiction, a
special unpaid commission, to be known as the group insurance
commission, consisting of the commissioner of administration, the
commissioner of insurance, the state treasurer or his designee, the
state auditor or his designee, and five members to be appointed
by the governor. At least one member appointed by the governor
shall be a state employee, and not more than three appointive
members of the commission shall be members of the same political
party.

Respectfully submitted

FRANCIS W. SARGENT,
Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts.


