
HOUSE No. 1450
By Mrs. Gray of Framingham, petition of Barbara E. Gray and

Saundra Graham for legislation to establish foster care child advocacy
and review boards. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-One

An Act providing for foster care child advocacy and review
boards.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 The General Laws are hereby amended by adding a new Section,
2 to be numbered 13A of Chapter 28A, to read as follows:
3 The Director of the Office for Children may establish through-
4 out the Commonwealth foster care child advocacy and review
5 boards. Each board shall be composed of three members who shall
6 be appointed by the Director. Not more than one member of each
7 board shall be an employee of the Office for Children.
8 The child advocacy board shall receive, within a reasonable time
9 after a child enters foster care, a summary of the reasons the child is

10 in foster care, a summary of the court findings and recommenda-
11 tions, if applicable, and a report from the child’s case worker,
12 detailing the child’s social history and health record.
13 Upon receipt of these reports each board shall make a recom-
14 mendation for departmental action and shall communicate such
15 recommendation to the child’s case worker, to the Regional Direc-
16 tor of the Department of Social Services, and to the Director of the
17 Office for Children.
18 In forming such recommendation, each board may request
19 further information on the case and may call before it any person
20 who has been involved in the investigation and evaluation which is
21 being reviewed. This recommendation shall be developed in con-
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22 sultation with the parent unless the parent has permanently surren-
23 dered custody or has abandoned the child. If the child has come
24 under the temporary custody of the department through a court
25 order, the recommendation will be developed in consultation with
26 the parent whenever possible.
27 in each case, the board’s recommendation will be directed
28 towards the reunification of the child with its original family. If,
29 however, the child enters foster care pursuant to paragraph (b) or
30 (e) of Section 23 of Chapter 119 of the General Laws, or if the
31 parents’ rights have been permanently terminated by court order,
32 the board’s recommendation shall be directed toward finding a
33 suitable permanent placement for the child in the least restrictive
34 setting.
35 The board’s recommendation will include but not be limited to
36 the following:
37 A. If the child has been voluntarily placed in temporary foster
38 care, the recommendation will outline the steps required to reunite
39 the family. A service plan will be drawn up, specifying what serv-
40 ices the child will receive, what services the parents will receive in
41 order to enable them to resume custody, and such plan shall
42 provide for the maximum parent-child contact possible. A child
43 generally will be placed as close to home as possible.
44 B. If the child has been surrendered for adoption under para-
45 graph (b) of Section 23 of Chapter 119, the recommendation will
46 outline an aggressive strategy to find a permanent placement for
47 the child.
48 c. If the child has come under the legal custody of the Depart-
49 ment of Social Services through a court order under paragraph(c)
50 or (d) of Section 23 of Chapter 119, and the court order does not

51 extend to the Department the right to place the child foradoption,
52 the board will outline the steps required to reunite the family. A
53 treatment plan shall be drawn up, specifying what services the
54 parents will receive in order to enable them to resume custody and
55 what actions the parents must take in order to resume custody. The
56 plan shall provide the maximum parent-child contact possible.
57 unless the court found that visitation should be limited because it

58 would be seriously detrimental to the child. A child generally will
59 be placed as close to home as possible, preferably in his her own
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60 neighborhood, unless the court found placement at a greater dis-
61 tance was necessary to avoid harm or substantial risk of harm to
62 the child.
63 This recommendation will be forwarded to the court making the
64 original order, as well as to the Director of the Office for Children,
65 to the Regional Director of the Department of Social Services for
66 the region in which the child resides, and to the child’s caseworker.
67 If the court, in a subsequent rehearing of the case, terminates
68 parental rights, the board, in its next review, shall outline the
69 necessary steps to provide the child with a suitable permanent
70 placement.
71 D. If the child has come under the custody of the Department of
72 Social Services under paragraph (e) of Section 23 of Chapter 119,
73 and a diligent search for the parent has failed or the parent has
74 refused to assume responsibility for the child, the board will outline
75 the steps necessary to free the child for adoption and will design an
76 aggressive strategy to find a permanent placement for the child.
77 The board will review the case of each child in foster care at six
7g month intervals. The case worker will submit to the review board at
79 this time a report detailing:
80 1. What services have been provided the child;
81 2. What services have been provided the parents;
82 3. If the prior recommendation included freeing the child for
83 adoption, what steps have been taken to do so;
84 4. If the child was free for adoption at the previous hearing and
85 has still not been placed, what efforts have been made to place the
86 child.
87 After each review the board will report its findings to the Direc-
88 tor of the Office for Children, to the Regional Director of the
89 Department of Social Services for the region in which the child
90 resides, and to the child’s caseworker, and may revise its previous
91 recommendations and make additional recommendations.
92 Members of the board shall serve without compensation but, if
93 they are public employees, shall be relieved from their formal
94 duties during times when they are performing the duties specified
95 in this section. Members of the boards shall be reimbursed for any
96 expenses necessarily incurred in the performance of their duties.
97 Nothing in this section shall permit the board to review decisions
98 of a court of competent jurisdiction.
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