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Accompanying the third recommendation of the Department of
Public Welfare (House, No. 192). The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three,

An Act relative to wage assignments to satisfy support obliga-

tions OWED TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELFARE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Chapter 208 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 36 the following section;
3 Section 36A. Where the person entitled to receive support pay-
-4 ments ordered by the court is a recipient of public assistance, the
5 court shall order the obligor to assign such wages currently due or
6 to be due in the future from the obligor’s employer to the party
7 designated by the court to receive such payments in an amount as
8 will be sufficient to meet the support order imposed by the court.
9 This wage assignment shall take effect upon the application of the

10 department of public welfare when the requirements of this section
11 have been met. The application shall be a sworn statement by an
12 employee of said department which states that the obligor is in the
13 aggregate more than four weeks in arrears in such support pay-
-14 ments.
15 The clerk of the court, upon application of the department of
16 public welfare, shall send a notice by certified mail to the last
17 known address of the obligor who is alleged to be in the aggregate
18 more than four weeks in arrears. The notice shall be postmarked no
19 later than ten days after the date on which the application is filed
20 and shall inform the obligor that the wage assignment shall go into
21 effect ten days after the date on which the notice was sent. The
22 obligor may, within that ten day period, request a hearing on the
23 issue of whether the wage assignment should take effect, in which
24 case the wage assignment shall be held in abeyance pending the
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25 outcome of the hearing. The court shall hold a hearing under this
26 section within ten working days after the date of the request.
27 If at the hearing, the obligor establishes that extraordinary
28 circumstances prevented the fulfillment of the support obligation
29 and that such circumstances are beyond the control of the obligor,
30 the court may direct that the wage assignment be delayed until such
31 time as an aggregate of four weeks arrearage accrues. If such a
32 delay is granted, the wage assignment shall, upon application, go
33 into effect if the obligor is in the aggregate more than four weeks in
34 arrears.
35 The provisions of section thirty-six relating to a wage assign-
-36 ment’s effective date, limitations on the amount to be assigned,
37 modification for good cause, costs in the amount of one dollarfor
38 the employer, the prohibition against discipline of the obligor
39 because of the assignment, penalties for an employer who refuses
40 to honor the assignment, notice requirements for the obligor in the
41 event of termination of his employment, and the ordering of subse-
-42 quent assignments shall apply hereunder.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 209 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 32E the following section:
3 Section 32F. Where the person entitled to receive support pay-
-4 ments ordered by the court is a recipient of public assistance, the
5 court shall order the obligor to assign such wages currently due or
6 to be due in the future from the obligor’s employer to the party
7 designated by the court to receive such payments in an amount as
8 will be sufficient to meet the support order imposed by the court.
9 This wage assignment shall take effect upon the application of the

10 department of public welfare when the requirements ofthis section
1 1 have been met. The application shall be a sworn statement by an
12 employee of said department which states that the obligor is in the
13 aggregate more than four weeks in arrears in such support pay-
14 ments.
15 The clerk of the court, upon application of the department of
16 public welfare, shall send a notice by certified mail to the last

17 known address of the obligor who is alleged to be in the aggregate
I g more than four weeks in arrears. The notice shall be postmarked no

19 later than ten days after the date on which the application is filed
2() and shall inform the obligor that the wage assignment shall go into
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effect ten days after the date on which the notice was sent. The
obligor may, within that ten day period, request a hearing on the
issue of whether the wage assignment should take effect, in which
case the wage assignment shall be held in abeyance pending the
outcome of the hearing. The court shall hold a hearing under this
section within ten working days after the date of the request.
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If at the hearing, the obligor establishes that extraordinary
circumstances prevented the fulfillment of the support obligation
and that such circumstances are beyond the control of the obligor,
the court may direct that the wage assignment be delayed until such
time as an aggregate of four weeks arrearage accrues. If such a
delay is granted, the wage assignment shall, upon application, go
into effect if the obligor is in the aggregate more than four weeks in
arrears.
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The provisions of section thirty-two E relating to a wage assign-
ment’s effective date, limitations on the amount to be assigned,
modification for good cause, costs in the amount of one dollar for
the employer, the prohibition against discipline of the obligor
because of the assignment, penalties for an employer who refuses
to honor the assignment, notice requirements for the obligor in the
event of termination of his employment, and the ordering of subse-
quent assignments shall apply hereunder.
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SECTION 3. Chapter 273 of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 5 the following section: -2

3 Section SA. Where the person entitled to receive support pay-
ments ordered by the court is a recipient of public assistance, the
court shall order the obligor to assign such wages currently due or
to be due in the future from the obligor’s employer to the party
designated by the court to receive such payments in an amount as
will be sufficient to meet the support order imposed by the court.
This wage assignment shall take effect upon the application of the
department of public welfare when the requirements of this section
have been met. The application shall be a sworn statement by an
employee of said department which states that the obligor is in the
aggregate more than four weeks in arrears in such support pay-
ments.
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The clerk of the court, upon application of the department of
public welfare, shall send a notice by certified mail to the last
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known address of the obligor who is alleged to be in the aggregate
more than four weeks in arrears. The notice shall be postmarked no
later than ten days after the date on which the application is filed
and shall inform the obligor that the wageassignment shall go into
effect ten days after the date on which the notice was sent. The
obligor may, within that ten day period, request a hearing on the
issue of whether the wage assignment should take effect, in which
case the wage assignment shall be held in abeyance pending the
outcome of the hearing. The court shall hold a hearing under this
section within ten working days after the date of the request.
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If at the hearing, the obligor establishes that extraordinary

circumstances prevented the fulfillment of the support obligation
and that such circumstances are beyond the control of the obligor,
the court may direct that the wageassignment be delayed until such
time as an aggregate of four weeks arrearage accrues. If such a
delay is granted, the wage assignment shall, upon application, go
into effect if the obligor is in the aggregate more thanfour weeks in
arrears.
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The provisions of section five relating to a wage assignment’s
effective date, limitations on the amount to be assigned, modifica-
tion for good cause, costs in the amount of one dollar for the
employer, the prohibition against discipline of the obligor because
of the assignment, penalties for an employer who refuses to honor
the assignment, notice requirements for the obligor in the event of
termination of his employment, and the ordering of subsequent
assignments shall apply hereunder.
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SECTION 4. Chapter 273 A of the General Laws is hereby
amended by inserting after section 10 the following section:

I
2

Section IOA. Where the person entitled to receive support pay-
ments ordered by the court is a recipient of public assistance, the
court shall order the obligor to assign such wages currently due or
to be due in the future from the obligor’s employer to the party
designated by the court to receive such payments in an amount as
will be sufficient to meet the support order imposed by the court.
This, wage assignment shall take effect upon the application of the
department of public welfare when the requirements ofthis section
have been met. The application shall be a sworn statement by an
employee of said department which states that the obligor is in the
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13 aggregate more than four weeks in arrears in such support pay-
-14 ments.
15 The clerk of the court, upon application of the department of
16 public welfare, shall send a notice by certified mail to the last
17 known address of the obligor who is alleged to be in the aggregate
18 more than four weeks in arrears. The notice shall be postmarked no
19 later than ten days after the date on which the application is filed
20 and shall inform the obligor that the wage assignment shall go into
21 effect ten days after the date on which the notice was sent. The
22 obligor may, within that ten day period, request a hearing on the
23 issue of whether the wage assignment should take effect, in which
24 case the wage assignment shall be held in abeyance pending the
25 outcome of the hearing. The court shall hold a hearing under this
26 section within ten working days after the date of the request.
27 If at the hearing, the obligor establishes that extraordinary
28 circumstances prevented the fulfillment of the support obligation
29 and that such circumstances are beyond the control of the obligor,
30 the court may direct that the wage assignment be delayed until such
31 time as an aggregate of four weeks arrearage accrues. If such a
32 delay is granted, the wage assignment shall, upon application, go
33 into effect if the obligor is in the aggregate more than four weeks in
34 arrears.
35 The provisions of section ten relating to a wage assignment’s
36 effective date, limitations on theamount to be assigned, modifica-
-37 tion for good cause, costs in the amount of one dollar for the
38 employer, the prohibition against-discipline of the obligor because
39 of the assignment, penalties for an employer who refuses to honor
40 the assignment, notice requirements for the obligor in the event of
41 termination of his employment, and the ordering of subsequent
42 assignments shall apply hereunder.

1 SECTION 3. Clause (10) of subsection (b) of section 21 of
2 chapter 62C of the General Laws, as inserted by section 54 of
3 chapter 367 of the acts of 1978, is hereby amended by striking the
4 period at the end of the clause and by inserting the following:
5 and the disclosure to the commissioner of public welfare of infor-
-6 mation necessary to locate absent parents and to establish and
7 enforce theirsupport obligations in accordance with chapter sixty-
-8 two E.
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1 SECTION 4. Section 17A of chapter 66 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting after the word “assistance”, inserted
3 by section 54C of the acts of 1978, the following: and to locate
4 absent parents, evaluate their ability to pay support to the depart-
-5 ment, and establish and enforce their support obligations.

1 SECTIONS. Section 43 of chapter 271 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section 54E of chapter 367 of the acts of
3 1978, is hereby further amended by striking the period at the end of
4 the second sentence, inserting a comma in place thereof, and
5 adding the following: —or to locate absent parents, evaluate their
6 ability to pay, and establish and enforce their support.
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