
HOUSE No. 242
Accompanying the twentieth recommendation of the Department of

Public Works (House, No. 222). Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three.

An Act to include “obedience to traffic control signals”as law
OF THE ROAD.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 89 of the Massachusetts General Laws as most recently
2 amended by chapter 372 of the acts of 1981 is hereby further
3 amended by adding the following new section 8A:
4 Section BA. MEANING OF TRAFFIC CONTROL SIG-
-5 NALS.
6 Color and arrow indications of traffic control signals shall have
7 the commands ascribed to them in this section, and no other
8 meanings, and every operator of a vehicle, street car or other
9 conveyance and pedestrian shall comply therewith, except when

10 otherwise directed by an officer or by a lawful traffic control signal
11 or sign (other than a “stop” sign). In no case shall an operator enter
12 or proceed through an intersection without due regard for the
13 safety of other persons within the intersection, regardless of what
14 indications may be given by traffic control signals.
15 1. Green indications shall have the following meanings:
16 (a) Traffic, except pedestrians, facing a CIRCULAR GREEN
17 may proceed straight through or turn right or left except as such
18 movement is modified by lane-use signs, turn prohibition signs,
19 lane markings, or roadway design. But, vehicular traffic, including
20 vehicles turning right or left, shall yield the right-of-w'ay to other
21 vehicles, and to pedestrians lawfully within the intersection or an
22 adjacent crosswalk, at the time such signal indication is exhibited.
23 (b) Traffic, except pedestrians, facing a GREEN ARROW,
24 shown alone or in combination with another indication, may
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25 cautiously enter the intersection only to make the movement indi-
-26 cated by such arrow, or such other movement as is permitted by
27 other indications shown at the same time. Such vehicular traffic
28 shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians lawfully within an adjacent
29 crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully using the intersection.
30 (c) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian signal, pedestrians
31 facing any green indication, except when the sole green indication
32 is a turn arrow, may proceed across the roadway within any
33 marked or unmarked crosswalk.
34 2. Steady yellow indications shall have the following meanings:
35 (a) Traffic, except pedestrians, facing a steady CIRCULAR
36 YELLOW or YELLOW ARROW signal is thereby warned that
37 the related green movement is being terminated or that a red
38 indication will be exhibited immediately thereafter when vehicular
39 traffic shall not enter the intersection.
40 (b) Pedestrians facing a steady CIRCULAR YELLOW or
41 YELLOW ARROW signal, unless otherwise directed by a pedes-
-42 trian signal, are thereby advised that there is insufficient time to
43 cross the roadway before a red indication is shown and no pedestri-
-44 an shall then start to cross the roadway.
45 (c) While the red and yellow lenses are illuminated together,
46 operators of vehicles shall not enter the intersection, and during
47 such time the intersection shall be reserved for the exclusive use of
4g pedestrians.
49 3. Steady red indications shall have the following meanings;
50 (a) Vehicular traffic facing a steady CIRCULAR RED signal
51 alone shall stop at a clearly marked stop line, but if none, before
52 entering the crosswalk on the near side of the intersection, or if
53 none, then before entering the intersection and shall remain stand-
-54 ing until an indication to proceed is shown except as provided in(c)
55 below.
56 (b) Vehicular traffic facing a steady RED ARROW signal shall
57 not enter the intersection to make the movement indicated by the
58 arrow and, unless entering the intersection to make a movement
59 permitted by another signal, shall stop at a clearly marked stop
60 line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk or the near side of
61 the intersection, or if none, then before entering the intersection
62 and shall remain standing until an indication permitting the move-
-63 ment indicated by such red arrow is shown except as provided in(c)
64 below.
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65 (c) Except when a signal is in place prohibiting a turn, vehicular
66 traffic facing any steady red signal may cautiously enter intersec-
-67 tion to turn right, or to turn left from a one-way street into a
68 one-way street, after stopping as required by (a) and (b) above.
69 Such vehicular traffic shall yield the right-of-way to pedestrians
70 lawfully within an adjacent crosswalk and to other traffic lawfully
71 using the intersection. A city or town, subject to section two of
72 chapter eighty-five, by rules, orders, ordinance, or by-laws, or the
73 department of public works by regulations may prohibit any such
74 turns against a red or stop signal at any such intersection, which
75 rule, order, ordinance, by-law or regulation shall be effective when
76 a sign is erected at such intersection giving notice thereof.
77 (d) Unless otherwise directed by a pedestrian signal, pedestrians
78 facing a steady CIRCULAR RED or RED ARROW signal alone
79 shall not enter the roadway.
80 4. Flashing signal indications shall have the following mean-
-81 ‘ngs:

82 (a) Flashing red (stop signal) When a red lens is illuminated
83 with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers of vehicles shall stop at a
84 clearly marked stop line, but if none, before entering the crosswalk
85 on the near side of the intersection, or if none, at the point nearest
86 the intersecting roadway where the driver has a view of approach-
-87 ing traffic on the intersecting roadway before entering the intersec-
-88 tion, and the right to proceed shall be subject to the rule applicable
89 after making a stop at a STOP sign.
90 (b) Flashing yellow (caution signal) When a yellow lens is
91 illuminated with rapid intermittent flashes, drivers ofvehicles may
92 proceed through the intersection or past such signal only with
93 caution.
94 5. Meaning of Lane-use Control Signal Indications is as fol-
-95 lows:
96 (a) A steady DOWNWARD GREEN ARROW means that the
97 driver is permitted to drive in the lane over which the arrow signal
98 is located.
99 (b) A steady YELLOW X means that a driver should prepare to

100 vacate, in a safe manner, the lane over which the signal is located
101 because a lane control change is being made, and to avoid occupy-
-102 ing that lane when a steady RED X is displayed.
103 (c) A flashing YELLOW X means that a driver is permitted to
104 use a lane over which the signal is located for a left turn. The driver
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105 is cautioned that he may be sharing that lane with opposite flow
106 left-turning vehicles.
107 (d) A steady RED X means that a driver shall not drive in the
108 lane over which the signal is located, and that this indication shall
109 modify accordingly the meaning of all other traffic controls and
110 follow normal safe driving practices.
111 Any driver of a vehicle who violates any provision of this section
112 shall be punished by a fine of not more than twenty (20) dollars.


