
No. 526HOUSE
By Miss Howe of Somerville, petition of Marie E. Howe and Marie

J. Parente that tuition of students at four year institutions of higher
education be based on the student’s ability to pay. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three

An Act to establish rates at public four year institutions of
HIGHER EDUCATION BASED ON THE STUDENT’S ABILITY TO PAY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Chapter 73 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by inserting after section lE, inserted by section 2 of chapter3 1089 of the acts of 1973, the following section:
4 Section IF. It is hereby declared that forthe benefit and welfare5 of the people of the commonwealth and in order that residents shall
6 have equal opportunities for higher education, it shall be the policy7 of the commonwealth to provide financial assistance to those8 residents in need who are admitted to a four year public institution9 of higher education in Massachusetts as a full-time candidate for a10 baccalaureate degree and maintain satisfactory academic standing11 herein. It is further declared to be the policy of the commonwealth1 2 that the costs ot h 'gher educational instruction shall be borne by13 the commonwealth and a percentage of those costs bN the student14 depending upon family income.

The cost of tuition for each full-time resident student at a four6 year institution for an academic year shall be calculated based7 upon gross family mcomeas determined by a copv ol the previous
| 8 year s parents’ or guard.an’s Federal Income Tax Return and the19 Massachusetts Financial Aid Form (MEAT) of the College Scho--20 larship Service. For students who meet the federal requirements21 for being designated an independent student, gross family income2 shall be determined by a copy of their previous year’s Federal(mfTfw and the Massach usetts Financial Aid Form“4 (MFAF) of the College Scholarship Service.
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25 The Board of Higher Education shall annually determine for
26 each public institution or group of institutions of higher education
27 the average cost of instruction for each undergraduate student,
28 Costs so determined shall be certified to the boards having control
29 of the institutions and shall use them in fixing the tuition to be
30 charged for residents of the commonwealth at four year institu-
-31 tions of public higher education.
32 The student’s annual tuition charge shall be a percentage of the
33 total costs of instruction as outlined in the schedule below:
34 Percentage of Total
35 Family Income Cost of Instruction
36 0 to 12,000 20
37 12,001 to 25,000 30
38 25,001 to 35,000 40
39 35,001 and higher 50
40 No tuition shall be fixed at less than twenty percent of the total
41 costs of instruction and no more than sixty percent of the total
42 costs for residents of the commonwealth.
43 The tuition costs for nonresident students shall be not less than
44 seventy percent of the total instruction costs.
45 Financial aid applications will be processed by the institution
46 after the tuition charge for the student has been established. The
47 student will still be eligible for financial aid including federally

funded programs and the Massachusetts State Scholarship Pro-
-49 gram.
50 Financial need shall not be considered in the admission of
51 students to an institution.
52 The board of trustees shall charge a student a reasonable rate for
53 room and board. These charges shall be a flat rate and shall be
54 separate from tuition costs.
55 The Board of Higher Education shall receive the above tuition
56 schedule every two years and shall make writtenrecommendations
57 to the Legislature on any adjustments to that schedule.
58
59 SECT lON 2. I his act shall take effect on its passage and shall
60 appy to full time students admitted to an institution after January

61 I, 1983.

[January 1983]


