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An Act relative to the issuance of permits to carry certain

FIREARMS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 131 of chapter 140 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out the first paragraph, as most recently
3 amended by chapter 312 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following paragraph:
5 The chief of police or the board or officer having control of the
6 police in a city or town, or the commissioner of public safety, or
7 persons authorized by them, respectively, after an investigation,
8 may, upon the application of any person, including a minor eight-
9 een years of age or older who has the written consent of his parent

10 or guardian, residing or having a place of business within their
11 respective jurisdiction, except an alien, a person who has been
12 convicted of a felony or of the unlawful use, possession or sale of
13 narcotic or harmful drugs or a minor under the age of eighteen,
14 issue a license to such applicant to carry firearms in the common-
-15 wealth or to possess and carry therein a machine gun, if it appears
16 that he is a suitable person to be so licensed, and that he has good
17 reason to fear injury to his person or property, or for any other

lB proper purpose, including the carrying offirearms for use in target
19 practice only; provided, however, that no minor shall be issued a
20 license to possess and carry a machine gun. The permit granting
21 authority shall have the right to require an applicant for such
22 license to answer, under oath, questions relative to any and all
23 previous psychiatric treatment, and where such answers indicate
24 that there has been such treatment, the permit granting authority
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25 shall have the further right, prior to the issuance ofsuch license, to
26 require the applicant to sign a release permitting access to all
27 medical records pertinent to such treatment; and provided, further,
28 that failure by the applicant to answer such questions fully and
29 truthfully shall be grounds for refusal to issue such permit. A
30 license issued to carry a firearm or to possess and carry a machine
31 gun shall be for a period of five years, expiring on the anniversary
32 of the applicant’s date of birth occurring not less than four years
33 but not more than five years from the date of issue. Any renewal
34 thereof shall expire on the anniversiary of the applicant’s date of
35 birth occurring not less than four years but not more thanfive years
36 after the effective date of such license.


