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Chap. 24:3 An Act limiting the time witpiin which petitions for
WRITS OF mandamus MAY BE BROUGHT TO COMPEL RE-
INSTATEMENT OF CERTAIN PERSONS TO POSITIONS IN THE
CLASSIFIED CIVIL SERVICE.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Chapter thirty-one of the General Laws is hereby amended
by inserting after section forty-six the fonowing new section

:

— Section 1^6A. The supreme judicial court shall have
jurisdiction of anj'- petition for a writ of mandamus for the
reinstatement of any person alleged to have been illegally

removed from his office or employment under this chapter;
provided, that such petition shall be filed in said court
within six months next following such allegedly illegal

removal, unless said court for cause shown extends the time.

Approved April 22, 1930.

Chap. 24:4: -^^ ^^'^ making certain EQUITABLE ADJUSTMENTS IN THE
LAW IMPOSING AN EXCISE TAX ON REGISTERED MOTOR
VEHICLES.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend
to defeat its purpose, therefore it is hereby declared to be
an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preserva-

tion of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. Chapter sixty A of the General Laws, inserted

by section one of chapter three hundred and seventy-nine of

the acts of nineteen hundred and twenty-eight, is hereby
amended by striking out section one, as amended by section

thirteen of chapter two hundred and twenty of the acts of the

current year, and inserting in place thereof the following:—
Section 1. Except as hereinafter provided, there shall be
assessed and levied in each calendar year on each motor
vehicle registered under the provisions of chapter ninety

and customarily kept within the commonwealth, for the

privilege of operating such motor vehicle upon the highways
during such year, an excise tax upon the value thereof, as

hereinafter defined and determined, at the average state

rate for the calendar year, as determined in the manner
provided in section fifty-eight of chapter sixty-three. For
the purpose of this tax the value of each such motor vehicle

shall be deemed to be the value, as determined by the com-
missioner of corporations and taxation, hereinafter referred

to as the commissioner, of motor vehicles of the same make,
type, model, and year of manufacture, but not in excess of

the following percentages of the list price established by the

manufacturer for the year of manufacture, namely:—
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Nothing in this section shall be construed to prevent the Aimtement by

local assessors from granting an abatement in any case in
If'^v-liu^tion''^^

which the valuation aforesaid is in their opinion excessive, is excessive.

The tax imposed Ijy this section shall not apply to motor Tax not

vehicles owned and registered by the commonwealth or nuJt'dr^'^
*"

any political subdivision thereof, or registered by manu- vehicles owned

facturers, dealers or repairmen under section five of said certain*''

chapter ninetj^ or to motor vehicles owned and registered
m^j^'ufacturers,

by any corporation other than a domestic business, domestic
manufacturing, foreign or public service corporation, or by an
association, whose personal property is exempt from tax-

ation under section five of chapter fifty-nine.

If a motor vehicle is registered after January thirty-first Tax when
. .

*/ •/ motor vGiiicl©

of anj^ year the tax imposed by this section shall be that is registered

proportion of the tax for a full year which the number of thwly-Trsu^
months in said year following the last daj^ of the month pre-

ceding that in which the motor vehicle is registered bears

to twelve. If a registered motor vehicle is sold or its ownei- Tax when

ship transferred during any calendar year, and if notice to motorTdiicie
the former owner of a tax on account thereof for that year is sold or

has already been issued pursuant to section two, that transferred

proportion of the tax for a full year which the number of f2iendaf%a,T
months in said year remaining after the last day of the etc.

month in which such sale or transfer occurred bears to

twelve shall be abated. If, however, the tax payer has not
been notified of said tax before notice of such sale or transfer

has been received by the local board of assessors, only that
proportion of the tax for a full year which the number of

months in said year prior to the first day of the month next

following the month in which said sale or transfer occurred
bears to twelve shall be assessed. The tax assessed under Minimum
this section shall not be less than two dollars and no abate- *^''-

ment under this section shall reduce the tax collected to

less than two dollars.

Section 2. Said chapter sLxty A is hereby further g. l. 6oa,

amended by striking out section two and inserting in place ^ ^' amended.

thereof the Mlowing: — Section 2. The local boards oi ^f'^^^'^o^^^^
,

~
, . . or assessors

assessors shall assess the tax imposed by section one, and to assess tax,

commit the same to the collector of taxes with their warrant
^^'^'

for the collection thereof. The tax shall be assessed to the Registrar of

owner of the motor vehicle registering the same, and the n^otor vehicles.^^ ^ '. i*'' transmit to

registrar oi motor vehicles shall promptly transmit to the commissioner

commissioner a notice of each registration of a motor vehicle re°g*isTrations of

subject to this tax, giving the name and home address of
sub^ectTo'*^^^^

the owner, if an individual, or the name and principal place tax, etc.

of business in this commonwealth, if a corporation, partner-
ship or voluntary association, the municipality in which the
vehicle is customarily to be kept, the name of the maker,
the year of manufacture and the model and type of vehicle.

The commissioner may require from the owner such further

information as may be necessary for the purposes of this

chapter. The commissioner shall, as soon as may be. Commissioner

transmit to the local boards of assessors the registrations registra\k)n8 to
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sent to him by the registrar of motor vehicles, and, under
such provisions as he deems best, make available to the

local assessors information showing the values as deter-

mined under section one. The tax hereunder shall be due
and payable at the expiration of thirty days from the date

upon which the notice was issued by the collector pursuant

to this section. The local tax collector shall seasonably

notify the owner of the tax assessed and the due date, but
failure to receive notice shall not affect the validity of the

tax. The owner may within six months of the date of the

issuing of the notice of assessment, or of the date of sale or

transfer, but not later than January thirty-first of the suc-

ceeding 3"ear, apply to the local assessors for abatement, and,

from their decision upon such application, an appeal may be
taken to the county commissioners or the superior court,

all in accordance with the provisions of sections sLxty-four

and sixty-eight A of chapter fifty-nine. If an abatement
is granted, any overpayment with interest thereon at the

rate of six per cent per annum from the date of pajnnent
shall be refunded by the city or town treasurer from any
available funds, upon certification by the tax collector and
approval for payment as required by section fifty-two of

chapter forty-one, without any appropriation therefor by
the municipality. Owners who neglect to pay taxes as-

sessed under this chapter shall pay interest at the rate of

six per cent per annum from the time when such taxes

were payable until paid, if such payment is made before the

commencement of proceedings for recovery thereof, and
twelve per cent if made after the commencement thereof.

The notice issued pursuant to this section shall bear on its

face a statement of the time within which petitions for

abatement of the tax may be filed.

Section 3. In ascertaining the maximum amount of

taxes that may be assessed in a city having a tax hmit in

accordance with the statute or ordinance establishing the

same, or the total taxable valuation of a city wherein the

appropriation for any department is determined by law
at a certain rate or percentage of the taxable valuation or

the valuation of the taxable property therein, or however
otherwise the same may be described, the value of motor
vehicles taxable therein under chapter sixty A of the General

Laws, as determined thereunder, shall be used, as well as

the assessed valuations of property therein.

Section 4. The provisions of this act shall become ef-

fective as of January first of the current year, except that

the provision for a minimum tax and the provision requiring

payment at the expiration of thirty days from the date of

issue of the notice of the tax shall not apply to any tax,

notice of which has been issued prior to the date of passage

of this act, but as to such a tax the provisions of law relative

to payment in effect immediately prior to said date shall

continue to apply. If notice of any tax assessed under
chapter sixty A of the General Laws in the current year for
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an aniouiit in excess of the amount which would have been
assessable if this act had then been in effect has been issued

prior to said date, such excess shall be abated and refunded
upon application made within six months after said date.

Approved April 23, 1930.

Chap.24:5
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An Act making appropriations for the maintenance of
certain counties, for interest and debt require-
ments, for certain permanent improvements, and
granting a county tax for said counties.

Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would cause Emergency

substantial inconvenience, therefore it is hereby declared preamble.

to be an emergency law, necessary for the immediate preser-

vation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted, etc., as follows:

Section 1. The following sums are hereby appropriated
for the counties hereinafter specified for the year nineteen
hundred and thirty. No direct drafts against the account
known as the reserve fund shall be made, but transfers

from this account to other accounts may be made to meet
extraordinary or unforeseen expenditures upon the request

of the county commissioners and with the approval of the

director of accounts.

Section 2.

Barnstable County.
Item

1 For interest on county debt, a sum not exceeding
fourteen thousand dollars .....

2 For reduction of county debt, a sum not exceeding
eighty thousand nine hundred forty-eight, dollars

and seventy-seven cents .....
3 For salaries of county officers and assistants, fixed by

law, a sum not exceeding fifteen thousand dollars .

4 For clerical assistance in county offices, a sum not
exceeding eleven thousand dollars

5 For salaries and expenses of district courts, a sum not
exceeding eighteen thousand five hundred dollars .

6 For salaries of jailers, masters and assistants, and
support of prisoners in jails and houses of correction,

a sum not exceeding twelve thousand five hundred
dollars . . . . . . . . 12,500 00

7 For criminal costs in the superior court, a sum not
exceeding twelve thousand dollars . . . 12,000 00

8 For civil expenses in the supreme judicial, superior,

probate and land courts, a sum not exceeding four-

teen thousand dollars ..... 14,000 00
10 For transportation expenses of county and associate

commissioners, a sum not exceeding one thousand
dollars 1,000 00

1

1

For medical examiners, inquests, and commitments of

the insane, a sum not exceeding two thousand
dollars 2,000 00

12 For auditors, masters and referees, a sum not exceed-
ing two thousand dollars ..... 2,000 00

13a For acquiring land under chapter one hundred and
fifty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and
twenty-nine, a sum not exceeding eight thousand
dollars 8,000 00

.$14,000 00 Appropriations,
etc., and
county tax,

.„ Barnstable.
80,948 77

15,000 00

11,000 00

18,500 00


