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By Mr. DiMasi of Boston (by request), petition of Gary F. Dunn for
legislation to ascertain the will of the voters before any public water
supply system is fluoridated. Health Care.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three

An Act requiring that the will of the voters be ascertained
BEFORE ANY PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM IS FLUORIDATED.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

Commontofalti) of 4ta**ad)ii«ett*

1 SECTION 1. Section 8C of chapter 111 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by striking out the words “board of health”wher-
-3 ever they appear, and inserting in place thereof the words: board
4 of water commissioners and board of health acting jointly.

1 SECTION 2. Section 8C of said chapter 111 is hereby further
2 amended by adding the following three sentences to the first
3 paragraph: The boards or other officers performing like duties
4 shall require that the following question be placed upon the official
5 ballot to be used at the next regular city municipal election or for
6 the election of town officers at the next annual town meeting or
7 meetings: “Shall the public water supply for domestic use in (this
8 city) (this town) (the towns of and ), be fluoridat-
-9 ed?”, or in such district may require that the following question be

10 placed before the next annual meeting of the inhabitants of the
11 district: —“Shall the public water supply for domestic use in this
12 district be fluoridated?”
13 If two thirds of the votes in answer to said question is in the
14 affirmative, it shall be deemed and taken to be the will of the voters
15 of the said city, town or towns, or district that the public water
16 supply for domestic use shall be fluoridated, and if more than one
1 7 third said votes is in the negative, it shall be deemed and taken to be
18 the will of said voters that such supply shall not be fluoridated.
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1 SECTION 3. Said section 8C of said chapter 111 is hereby
2 further amended by striking out the third paragraph and inserting
3 in place thereof the following paragraph
4 In any city, town or district which is currently being fluoridated,
5 upon the petition of five per cent of the registered voters of said
6 city, town or district filed in the office of the city, town or district
7 clerk, as the case may be, the following question shall be placed
8 upon the official ballot to be used at the next regular city election,
9 district election or for the election of town officers at the next

10 annual town meeting or at a biennial state election, but not earlier
1 I than sixty days following the said filing of petition. “Shall the
12 fluoridation of public water supplies for domestic use in (this city)
13 (this town) be discontinued?” If two thirds of the votes in answer to
14 said question is in the affirmative, the water supply of such city,
15 town or district shall be discontinued forthwith, and the fluorida-
-16 tion of such water supply shall not be ordered again by the boards
17 for a period of at least two years from the date of such vote.
18 Likewise the foregoing remedy of petition and official ballot
19 referendum shall be equally available to the voters of any city,

20 town, or district which is not being fluoridated.


