
HOUSE No. 2428
By Mr. Robinson of Melrose, petition of William G. Robinson,

other members of the House and another relative to accounting prac-
tices in the Commonwealth. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three

An Act relating the state accounting practices.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 17 of Chapter 7 of the General Laws is
2 amended by striking out the first, second and third sentences and
3 inserting the following new sentences;
4 He shall keep all general books of account and shall keep such
5 books of accounting in accordance with the principles and methods
6 of accounting adopted by the State Auditor. He shall implement
7 the principles and methods of accounting adopted by the State
8 Auditor for each department, board, office, commission and insti-
-9 tution and shall take such steps as he deems appropriate to insure

10 compliance with those principles and methods. He shall establish11 in each department, board, office, commission and institution a
1 2 proper system of accounting for stores, supplies, materials, prod-

-13 ucts and other matters of inventory, and may provide, where he
14 deems it necessary, for a continuing inventory thereof.

1 SECTION 2. Section 18 of Chapter 7of the General Laws is2 amended by striking out the first sentenceand inserting the follow--3 ing new sentence;
4 The comptroller shall keep a distinct account, in accordance5 with the principles and methods of accounting adopted by the6 State Auditor, of all public receipts and expenditures.
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' SECTION 1 ChaPter 11 of the General Laws is amended by2 adding the following new section;
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3 Section 14. The State Auditor shall adopt principles and meth-
-4 ods of accounting for all departments, boards, offices, commis-
-5 sions and institutions of the Commonwealth. All accounting of the
6 fiscal affairs of the Commonwealth shall be done in accordance
7 with the principles and methods of accounting adopted by the
8 State Auditor. If the State Auditor finds that any department,
9 board, office, commission, or institution fails, in part or in whole,

10 to comply with these principles and methods, he may temporarily
11 take over the accounting activities of the agency to the extent he
12 deems necessary. He may provide such accounting services either
13 through personnel in his office or by contract with other qualified
14 persons, and he shall charge the agency for the costs of such
15 accounting services.


