
No. 2493HOUSE
By Mr. Bassett of Lynn, petition of Timothy A. Bassett for

legislation to regulate the eviction of certain tenants. Housing and

Urban Development.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three

An Act relative to certain eviction proceedings.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 11 of chapter 186 of the General Laws, as most recently
2 amended by section I of chapter 494 of the Acts of 1977, is hereby
3 amended by striking out the first sentence and inserting in place
4 thereof the following sentences; -

5 In case of neglect or refusal to pay the rent due from a tenant
6 under a lease, fourteen days notice to quit, given in writing by the
7 landlord to the tenant, shall be sufficient to determine the tenancy;
8 provided, that the tenancy of a tenant who has not received a
9 similar notice from the landlord within the twelve months next

10 preceding the receipt of such notice shall not be determined if the
11 tenant, within ten days after the receipt thereof, pays or tenders to
12 the landlord, the landlord’s attorney, or the person to whom the
13 tenant customarily pays the rent, the full amount of any rent due.
14 Every notice to determine an estate for years for nonpayment of
15 rent shall contain the following notification: “If you have not
16 received a notice to quit for nonpayment of rent within the last
17 twelve months, you have the right to prevent termination of your
18 tenancy by paying or tendering to your landlord, your landlord’s
19 attorney, or theperson to whom you customarily pay your rent the
20 full amount of rent due within ten days after your receipt of this
21 notice.” If any notice to determine any estate for years for
22 nonpayment of rent shall fail to contain such notification, the time23 within which the tenant receiving the notice would be entitled to
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pay or tender rent pursuant to this section shall be extended to the
day the answer is due in any action by the landlord to recover
possession of the premises. Failure to include such notice shall not
otherwise affect validity of the said notice. Delivery of a notice to
quit shall be sufficient giving of notice if a copy thereof is sent by
registered or certified mail, return receipt requested, and addressed
to the tenant at the subject premises. It shall likewise be deemed
sufficient giving of notice if a sheriff, sheriffs deputy, or constable
serves said notice upon an individual by delivering a copy of the
notice to the tenant personally or by leaving a copy at his last and
usual place of abode, or, in the case of an entity subject to suit
within the commonwealth, by delivering a copy to an officer,
manager, or other agent authorized by appointment or by statute
to receive service of process.

SECTION 2. Section 12 of said chapter 186, as most rece
intended by chapter 251 of the Acts of 1979, is hereby
amended by inserting after the sixth sentence thereof the followii
.enlences

Delivery of a notice to quit shall be sufficient giving of noticed

copy thereof is sent by registered or certilied mail, return receipt
requested, and addressed to the tenant at the subject premises. It

hall likewise be deemed sufficient giving of notice if a shentl,

heriff’s deputy, or constable serves said notice upon an individual
by delivering a copy of the notice to the tenant personally orb;
leaving a copy at his last and usual place of abode, or. in the cast

an entity subject to suit within the commonwealth, by deliverin
copy to an officer, manager, or other agent authorized
appointment or by statute to receive service of process.


