
HOUSE No. 2647
By Mr. Flaherty of Boston, petition of Michael F. Flaherty relative

to requiring a statement of basis and purpose for the adoption of
regulations under the Administrative Procedures Law. State Admin-
istration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three

An Act to require a statement of basis and purpose for the

ADOPTION OF REGULATIONS UNDER CHAPTER 30A OF THE MASSACHU-
SETTS GENERAL LAWS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 2of Chapter 30Aof the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting, as a new Fifth Paragraph thereof, the
3 following:
4 “After consideration of all data, views and arguments presented
5 orally or in wiriting at or in connection with the public hearing in
6 regard to the proposed action, the agency shall incorporate in the
7 regulation as filed with the state secretary under section five, either
8 as a preface thereto or as the initial section thereof, a concise
9 general statement of its basis and purpose. Such a statement need

10 not contain detailed, specific findings of fact but should include the
1 1 policies underlying the agency’s action and the basic justification
12 for the regulation as adopted. The absence of such a statement shall
13 not be ground for invalidating any regulation when its basis and
14 purpose are otherwise manifest.”

1 SECTION 2. Section 3of Chapter 30A of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended by inserting, as a new Fifth Paragraph thereof, the
3 following;
4 “After consideration of all data, views and arguments presented
5 orally or in writing in regard to the proposed action, the agency
6 shall incorporate in the regulation as filed with the state secretary
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7 under section five either as a preface thereto or as the initial section
8 thereof, a concise general statement of its basis and purpose. Such
9 a statement need not contain detailed, specific findings of tact but

10 should include the policies underlying the agency’s action and the
I I basic justification for the regulation as dopted. The absence of such
12 a statement shall not be ground for invalidating any regulation
13 when its basis and purpose are otherwise manifest.”


