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By Mr. Barrett of Reading, petition of the Massachusetts
Municipal Association, Marie J. Parente, other members of the
General Court and another for legislation to establish a state-wide
computer-assisted tax appraisal system to aid in maintaining local
assessments at full value. Taxation.

QTfje Commontoealtt) of iHasftfatfjutfetttf

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three,

An Act modifying recertification requirements and establish-
ing A state-widecomputer-assisted appraisal system to aid in
MAINTAINING LOCAL ASSESSMENTS AT FULL VALUES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 SECTION I. Section IA of Chapter 58 of the General Laws is
2 hereby amended in the second paragraph by deleting the first
3 sentence and inserting the following; “He shall determine and
4 certify at five year intervals, or more frequently if requested by a
5 city or town, whether or not the locally assessed values represent
6 the full and fair cash valuation for each class of real property, as
7 defined in Section 2(a) of Chapter 59, and personal property not
8 exempt from local taxationwithin each city and town. Such certifi-
-9 cation shall satisfy all full and fair cash valuationrequirements for
10 the intervening period for all other section of the General Laws.”

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 58 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by inserting after section 3 thereof the following section:
3 Section 3A. The commissioner, subject to appropriation, shall
4 design, develop and implement a uniform, state-wide computer-
-5 assisted appraisal system for the purpose of assisting assessors in
6 valuing property for taxation under the provisions of chapter
7 fifty-nine and for the purpose of monitoring assessment practices
8 generally. The commissioner may contract with private firms or
9 individuals for the design, development and implementation of
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10 such a system, and the costs thereof shall be incurred by the
11 Commonwealth.
12 Any city, by a majority vote of its council and approval of the
13 mayor, or any town, by a majority of its town meeting or town
14 council may petition the commissioner for the implementation of
15 such appraisal system in such city or town. The commissioner upon
16 receipt of such petition, shall, as soon as practicable, cause such
17 appraisal system to be so implemented. The expenses incurred by
18 the Commonwealth in the implementation and maintenance of
19 such appraisal system in such city or town shall be borne by such
20 city or town and shall be deducted under the provisions of section
21 twenty Aof this chapter from any amount distributable or payable
22 to such city or town.”


