
HOUSE No. 3848
By Mr. Karol of Attleboro, petition ofStephen J. Karol and A. Jo-

seph DeNucci for legislation to enable cities and towns to control
condominium and cooperative conversions. Housing and Urban
Development.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three.

An Ac t toenable cities and towns to control condominium and
COOPERATIVE CONVERSIONS.

1 Whereas
, The deferred operation of this act would tend to

2 defeat its purpose, which is to alleviate a serious public emergency
3 existing with respect to the housing of a substantial number of
4 citizens throughout the commonwealth, which emergency is det-
-5 rimental to the public peace, health, safety and convenience, there-
-6 fore, this act is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary
7 for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health, safety
8 and convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Declaration of Emergency. The general court
2 finds and declares that a serious public emergency exists within the
3 Commonwealth with respect to the housing of a substantial
4 number of the citizens of the Commonwealth. This rental housing
5 emergency has been created by prolonged increases in housing
6 costs at a rate substantially exceeding increases in personal income,
7 by housing demolition, by insufficient new housing construction,
8 by increased costs of construction and finance, and by increased
9 residential mortgage interest rates. It has also been created by the

1 0 elf ect of conversion of rental housing into condominiums, cooper-
-11 atives and other non-rental housing use reducing the stock of rental
12 housing otherwise available. A substantial and increasing shortage
13 ot rental housing accommodations, especially for persons and
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14 families of low and moderate income, has been and will continue to
15 be the result ofthis emergency. Unless the available stock of rental
16 housing, and the tenants whoreside therein, receive further protec-
-17 tion from the consequences of conversion of said accommodations
18 to condominiums and other non-rental use that the law now
19 affords, this rental housing shortage will generate serious threats to
20 the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the
21 Commonwealth, particularly individuals and families of low land
22 moderate income. It is therefore necessary that such emergency be
23 dealt with immediately.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 183 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by adding after Section 21, the following new Section:
3 Seelion 22. Enabling Authority Given to Cities and Towns.
4 a. Notwithstanding any other general or special law, city or
5 town may adopt ordinances or by-laws for restricting and control-
-6 ling the conversion of the rental housing to a condominium, coop-
-7 erative or any similar entity which would remove the property from
8 residential rental use and for restricting and controlling evictions
9 related to such conversions. Any person who violates any ordi-

-10 nance or by-law hereunder shall be punished by a fine of up to three
11 thousand dollars, such fines to be imposed separately for each
12 rental unit illegally converted or each tenant illegally evicted. The
13 Superior and Housing Courts shall have jurisdiction to enjoin
14 violations of any such ordinance or by-law.
15 b. Every ordinance and by-law regulating or controlling the
16 conversion of rental housing to a condominium, cooperative or
17 any similar entity which would remove the property from residen-
-18 tial rental use, or regulating or controlling evictions related tosuch
19 conversion, which has been adopted prior to the effective date of
20 this Act is hereby ratified and confirmed from the date of its
21 adoption as if it had been adopted under authority of this Act.


