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An Act TO RECODirY THE ELECTION LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in 
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. This act may be cited as the "Elec
tion Law Recodification Act of 1983”.

1 SECTION 2. ELECTION LAW. Part I of the General Laws is
2 amended by striking out title VIII and inserting in its place the following
3 title:

4 TITLE VIII. ELECTION LAW.
5 CHAPTER 50. GENERAL PROVISIONS.

6 SUBCHAPTER A. INTERPRETATION OF THE ELECTION LAW.

7 Section 1. Short title .
8 This title (chapters 50 to 57) may be cited as the "Election Law."

9 Section 2. Definitions.
10 As used in the Election Law, unless a different meaning clearly
11 appears either explicitly or from context:

12 (a) "Ballot labels" means printed strips of cardboard or paper for
13 use on voting machines, and booklets for use with electronic voting
14 systems, containing the names and addresses of candidates for each
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office and the ballot questions at the election except the questions which 
appear on separate ballots (chapter 55, section 11(d)).

(b) " Candidate" (except in chapters 56 and 57) means a person 
who seeks nomination or election to a public office, or election to a 
political party committee, at an election.

(c) "Caucus" means any meeting of voters held under the caucus 
law (chapter 53, subchapter C ).

(d) "Caucus officer" means a chairman, warden, secretary, clerk, 
or inspector, or, when on duty, an additional officer appointed or elected 
or elected to fill a vacancy, and taking part in the conduct of caucuses.

(e) "Election" means the selection of a public officer or a political 
party committee member, or the nomination of a candidate for public 
office, by voters, or the taking of a vote on any ballot question, on an 
official ballot under public authority. But the term does not include 
caucuses. The following are types of elections:

(1) " Regular election" means a regularly scheduled election 
required to be held periodically by the Election Law (section 15), the 
local charter, or by-law. Any other election is a " special election".

(2) " State election" means an election for the selection of an 
officer, or the nomination of a candidate for an office, of federal, state, 
or county government, or for the, selection of a political party committee 
member; the term includes state primary elections, including presidential 
primary elections. " City election" and "town election" mean an election 
for the selection of an officer, or the nomination of a candidate for an 
office, of city or town government, respectively, or at which a question 
to voters of a city or town is submitted.

(3) " General election" means an election at which a public 
officer is selected or at which a vote is taken on any ballot question. 
"Primav election" means an election at which a candidate for public office 
is nominated by the enrolled members of a political party, or at which a 
political party committee member is selected; the term includes residential 
primary elections. "Preliminaryelection" means a city or town election, 
other than a primary election, at which a candidate for public office is 
nominated.

(4) " Presidential election" means the regular state general 
election in 1980 and every fourth year after.

(f) " Election-day officer" means a warden, clerk, inspector, or 
teller or one of their deputies when on duty.
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53 (g) " Family member" means a spouse, father, mother, sister,
54 brother, half-sister, half-brother, son, daughters, adopting parent or
55 adopted child, step parent or step child, uncle, aunt, niece, or nephew.

56 (h) " Local appointing authority" means an election commission
57 but, in a city or town where there is no election commission, the local
58 executive (subsection (k)).

59 (i) " Local charter" means the organic laws or home rule charter
60 (sections 2, 3, and 4 of article 2, as amended by article 89, of the
61 amendments to the constitution) which establish the form, structure, and
62 organization, and prescribe the powers and duties of the principal officers,
63 of the government in a city or town. Where appropriate, the term
64 includes a general law relating to municipal government (chapters 39,
65 43A, and so forth), a city charter (chapter 43), an optional plan of city
66 or town government (section 8 of article 2, as amended by article 89, of
67 the amendments to the constitution), a special law which applies to a
68 particular city or town, or a home rule charter.

69 ()) " Local election authority" means an election commissron but,
70 in a city or town where there is no election commission, the city or town
71 clerk.

(k) " Local executive" means, unless the local chater expressly
73 provides otherwise, the officer or officers having general power under
74 the local charter to make appointments in a city or town. Where appropri-
75 ate, the term includes a mayor, city or town manager, or board of
76 selectmen. Where the local chater requires, the term contemplates confir-
77 mation by the board of aldermen or similar body.

78 Q) " Local legislative body" means, unless the local charter
79 expressly provides otherwise, the body authorized by the local charter
80 to adopt general legislation in a city or town. Where appropriate, the
81 term includes, in cities, the city council or board of aldermen, with the
82 approval of the mayor if the local charter requires it as to general
83 legislation, and, in towns, the town council or town meeting.

84 " Majority" means more than one half of those voting on a
85 ballot question.

(n) " Official ballot" or " ballot" means a ballot prepared for an
87 election by the state secretary, the local election authority, or a district
88 authority. Where voting machines or electronic voting systems are used,
89 the term includes ballot labels.
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90 ^  Political party" or " party" means a political organization
91 which received three percent or more of the entire vote cast in the
92 commonwealth for governor at the last regular general election for that
93 office, but when a candidate for governor receives more than one nomina

tion for that office, the term shall apply only to an organization which
95 made a nomination at the preceding September state primary election and 

which received three percent or more of the entire vote for governor 
97 cast in the commonwealth in that primary election.

"Political party committee" means a ward, town, city, or state 
99 committee of a political party (chapter 51).

100 (3) Precinct" means the smallest election district in a city or
town. In wards or towns not divided into more than one precinct, the 

102 term means the entire ward or town.

Presiding officer" means the election-day officer in charge of
104 a polling place. The term includes the warden or any election-day
105 officer acting in his absence.

Registrars" or * registrars of voters" means the board of 
registrars of voters of a city or town, including an election comission 
(section 11(a)(3)), or a majority of the board. " Registrar" means a 

9 member of the board, including an election comissioner.

^  Specially Qualified person" means an unregistered person: 
w^ ° ' throughout the period before an election when required 

special voter registration sessions are held (chapter 52, section 5(a) 
113 (2)-(7)), is:

(i) absent from the commonwealth, or
(ii) in the active service of the armed forces or in the 

merchant marine of the United States, or any unregistered family member
of such a person, if any such person is absent from the city or town of 

118 his residence; and

whose last residence immediately before departure from the
121 States was, or whose present residence is, Massachusetts; and

^  who wouid be eligible to register (chapter 52, section 1) but
122 for absence.

 ̂ (H) "Town" does not include a city.

 ̂ -Two leading political parties" means the political parties 
125 which elected the largest and next largest numbers of members of the
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127 (w) "Voter" means a registered voter.

128 (x) " Weekday" means any day other than a Sunday or a legal
129 holiday (chapter 4, section 7(18)) . For this purpose, "legal holiday"
130 includes a Saturday on which the relevant office is closed.

131 (y) " Written acceptance" means acceptance signed personally or
132 by attorney authorized in writing.

133 Section 3. Construction.
134 The Election Law shall be construed so as to promote the following
135 policies:
136 (a) To extend and facilitate participation in the electoral process
137 by all eligible citizens;
138 (b) To protect the right to cast a meaningful and effective vote
139 in an efficiently conducted election which is free from fraud and mistake;
140 and
141 (c) To secure uniform application of the law throughout the
142 commonwealth and to all persons and circumstances.

143 Section 4. Application of special laws.
144 Unless the Election Law provides otherwise, special laws which
145 apply to particular cities or towns shall prevail where clearly in conflict
146 ith the Election Law, but any ambiguity shall be resolved in favor of the
147 Election Law, and any exception to the uniform application of the Election
148 Law shall be narrowly construed (section 3 (c)).

149 Section 5. Public records.
150 Unless a different intention clearly appears and unless exempted,
151 all documentary materials and data made or received by any election
152 official (section 9) under the Ejection Law are "public records" (chapter
153 4, section 7(26); chapter 66, section 10). These materials and data
154 shall be preserved as required by the public records law (chapter 66).

155 Section 6. Regulations by local election authority.
156 The local election authority may adopt regulations consistent with
157 law for the use of ballot boxes and seals, counting and other apparatus,
158 the casting of ballots, and the counting and return of votes.

159 Section 7. Computation of time.
160 Whenever the Election Law or any other general or special law
161 regulating elections refers to a period of time, Sundays and holidays
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162 shall generally be included, unless the term "weekday" is used. But,
163 unless a different intention clearly appears, when the last day for
164 performing any act under the Election Law is a Sunday or legal holiday,
165 including a Saturday on which the relevant office is closed, the following
166 day shall be considered the last day instead. Whenever the day desig-
167 nated for an election is a holiday, the election shall be held on the
168 following day. Whenever a document must be filed on or before a particu-
169 lar day, it shall be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. of that day, except
170 for affidavits of registration and requests to change party enrollment.

171 Section 8 . Severability.
172 If a court holds any provision of the Election Law invalid, its
173 invalidity shall not affect the validity of any other provision which can
174 be given effect in the absence of the invalid provision.

175 SUBCHAPTER B. ELECTION OFFICIALS.

176 Section 9. Election officials.
177 The following officers and agencies are "election officials" responsible
178 for administering and enforcing the Election Law, according to its terms:

179 (a) Election-day officers administer the casting and counting of
180 votes and related actives at polling places (chapter 55), under the
181 supervision of the local election authority.

1̂ 2 (b) The local election authority has general responsibility for the
183 conduct of elections in the city or town.

184 (c) The board of registrars of voters administer the registration
185 of voters and related activities in the city or town (chapter 52), and
186 conducts recounts (chapter 55, sections 55 and 56). The board may be
187 assisted by any assistant registrars whom it appoints (section 11(e)).

188 (d) The local appointing authority appoints the election-day
189 officers in the city or town (section 10).

190 (®) The state and local ballot law commissions hear and decide
191 certain objections to nominations and initiative and referendum petitions
192 (chapter 53, section 4; chapter 54. sections 3(c) and 4(c)).

193 (f) The local election districts review commission reviews new
194 and unrevised wards and precincts for compliance with law (section 19).
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195 (g) The director of campaign and political finance administers the
196 campaign finance law (chapter 56).

197 (h) The state secretav is primarily responsible at the state level
198 for administering the Election Law and for encouraging its uniform applica-
199 tion.

200 Section 10. Election-day officers.
201 (a) Anointment. Between July 15 and August 15, inclusive, of
202 every year, the local appointing authority shall appoint the following
203 election-day officers for every precinct:
204 (1) one warden,
205 (2) one deputy warden,
206 (3) one clerk,
207 (4) one ideputy clerk,
208 (5) two (in cities at general elections, four) inspectors, and
209 (6) two (in cities at general elections, four) deputy inspectors.
210 In addition, as many inspectors deputy inspectors and tellers as the
211 local election authority determines to be necessary, may be appointed.
212 In cities, all appointments shall be filed in the office of the city clerk
213 within forty-eight hours of being made and, where necessary under a
214 local charter, shall be acted on by the local legislative body within three
215 days of filing. In towns, if the local appointing authority fails to make
216 appointments on or before August 15, the registrars shall immediately
217 make them instead, consistent with equal party representation (subsection
218 (d)).

219 (b) Qualifications: term; removal. Election-day officers shall be
220 voters in the city or town, and shall cease to be election-day officers if
221 they change their residences from the city or town. Except for tellers,
222 they shall hold office for one year, beginning September 1, and until
223 their successors are qualified, or until removal. Tellers shall serve at
224 elections to which the local election authority assigns them. Before
225 beginning to perform their official duties, election-day officers shall be
226 sworn before the local election authority, the presiding officer or clerk,
227 or any officer authorized by law to administer oaths, and a record of
228 this shall be made. Election-day officers shall receive whatever compensa-
229 tion the local legislative body or selectmen decide, but no deputy officer
230 shall receive compensation except for attendance at the opening of the
231 polls or for service in place of an absent principal officer (subsection
232 ( f ) ) .  An election-day officer may be removed by the local appointing
233 authority after a hearing, on written charges of incompetence or official
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234 misconduct filed by the local election authority or by six voters in the
235 ward (in towns, precinct) where the officer is appointed to serve.

236 (c) Ineligibility of candidates and others. No person shall be an
237 election-day officer in a precinct where he is a candidate, but this
238 provision does not render ineligible as an election-day officer any candi-
239 date for ward or town committee. No town moderator or member of a
240 board of selectmen shall be an election-day officer at a state election.
241 Any person who violates this subsection shall be removed before election
242 day by the local appointing authority.

243 W  Equal party representation. An equal number of members of
244 the two leading political parties shall be appointed as election-day
245 officers for each precinct, but without disturbing this equal party repre-
246 sentation, two officers not enrolled in either such party may be appointed.
247 The warden and clerk shall be from different parties. Not more than
248 half of the inspectors shall be from the same party . A principal officer
249 and the corresponding deputy shall be from the same party.

250 (e) Party appointment lists. On or before June 1 of every year, 
25| the chairman of the city or town committee of each of the two leading
252 political parties may file with the registrars lists of members of that
253 Party who desire appointment as election-day officers. The registrars
254 shall give notice of this provision to the chairman of the appropriate city
255 or town committee not later than April 15. The lists shall contain eight
256 or fewer names for each office to be filled. Supplemental lists may be
257 filed at any time before appointments are made in order to fill vacancies
258 *n these lists. After certifying party enrollment, the registrars shall
259 transmit the lists to the local appointing authority, who shall appoint,
260 first from the original lists, and then from any supplemental list, per-
261 sons who in the opinion of the local appointing authority are qualified to
262 serve. For the purpose of determining qualification to serve, the local
263 appointing authority may examine persons whose names appear on these
264 lists, but shall first give five days notice to these persons, and the
265 above chairmen may appear and be heard either in person or by counsel
266 during the xamination. If no lists have been filed before June 15, the
267 local appointing authority shall transmit written notice to the appropriate
268 chairman, and if lists have not yet been filed within fifteen days after
269 this notice, or if all names for any office have been exhausteid, the local
270 appointing authority shall appoint any otherwise eligible (subsections (b),
271 (c), and (d)) and qualified persons. In a town, at least five day before
272 making an appointment from a supplemental list, the local appointing
273 authority shall notify by certified mail each person whose name was in-
274 eluded on the original list but who was not appointed.
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275 (f) Deputy election-day officers; vacancies. Deputy election-day
276 officers shall serve only if the corresponding principal officer is absent
277 at the opening of the polls or afterwards on election day, or if the office
278 is vacant, If both the principal and deputy warden or clerk are absent,
279 the senior inspector of the corresponding party shall serve. Any vacancy
280 in a position as election-day officer, including the case where an officer
281 declines the appointment by giving notice to the local election authority
282 within ten days of the appointment, shall be filled, in such a way as to
283 preserve equal party representation (subsection (d )) , by the local
284 appointing authority; but such an appointment to fill a vacancy shall not
285 require confirmation by the local legislative body, notwithstanding any
286 contrary law or local charter. But, if an election-day officer will be
287 absent at the opening of the polls, the local election authority may
288 appoint any eligible person from the same political party .

289 (g) Special provisions.
290 (1) Primary elections. In wards or towns where voting is by
291 precincts at general elections but by groups of precincts at primary or
292 town elections, the local election authority shall designate which election-
293 day officers shall serve at primary elections.
294 (2) Multiple precincts in same building. In towns of five or
295 fewer precincts, if the polling places for all the precincts are located in
296 the same building, the local appointing authority may appoint only a
297 single warden and may determine the number of inspectors, without
298 disturbing equal party representation (subsection (d )) . But one clerk
299 shall be appointed for each precinct.
300 (3) Voting machines. At any polling place where voting
301 machines are used, the local election authority may decide that fewer
302 election day officers than otherwise required (subsection (a ) )  shall
303 serve.
304 (4) No deputies at local option. If the local election authority
305 so decides, no deputy election-day officers shall be appointed.

306 Section 11. Registrars of voters.
307 (a) Types of boards; appointment. By special law, local charter,
308 or acceptance by the local legislative body under this subsection, there
309 shall be in every city and town one of the following types of board of
310 registrars of voters ("board"). Where no other provision is made, the
311 board shall be a regular board (paragraph (1)).
312 (1) Regular board of registrars of voters. A "regular board
313 of registrars of voters" shall consist of the city or town clerk and three
314 other persons appointed by the local executive. When the board is first
315 appointed, these persons shall be appointed in February or March for
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316 respective terms of one, two, and three years, beginning April 1. in
317 February or March of every year after the initial appointments, one
318 registrar shall be appointed for a term of three years, beginning April
319 1.
320 (2) Independentboard of registrars ofvoters. An "indepen-
321 dent board of registrars of voters", which may exist only in a city,
322 shall consist of four registrars appointed by the local executive. When
323 the board is first appointed, two registrars shall be appointed in Febru-
324 ary or March for respective terms of three and four years, beginning
325 April 1. The city clerk shall cease to be a member of the board on
326 April 1, but the two remaining members of the pre-existino regular
327 board (paragraph (1)) whose terms have not yet expired shall continue
328 to hold office for their respective terms of one and two years. In
329 February or March of every year after the initial appointments, one
330 registrar shall be appointed for a term of four years, beginning April 1.
331 The board shall organize annually in April by electing one registrar as
332 clerk.
333 (3) Election commission. An "election commission" shall
334 consist of four commissioners appointed by the local executive. The
335 members of the board in office when the election commission is established,
336 except a city or town clerk, shall become members of the election commission
337 and shall serve until their respective terms expire and their successors
338 are qualified. If the city or town clerk is such a pre-existing member,
339 the iocal executive shall appoint a commissioner for a term of four years
340 beginning the next April 1, and the clerk shall cease to be a member
341 when that commissioner is qualified. As the respective terms of the
342 commissioners expire, or if a vacancy occurs, the local executive shall
343 appoint successors for a term of four years beginning April 1, but an
344 appointment to fill a vacancy shall be for the unexpired term. The
345 board shall organize in April of every year by choosing a chairman and
346 a secretary, but if the commissioners are unable to agree, the local
347 executive shall designate these officers. An election commission is a
348 board of registrars of voters, a local appointing authority (section
349 2(h)), and a local election authority (section 2(j)).

350 (b) Equal part representation. Registrars shall be appointed so
351 that at all times two registrar are enrolled members of one of the two
352 leading political parties and the other two are enrolled members of the
353 other such party. In the case of a regular' board, after notice and
354 hearing, if the local executive finds that the city or town clerk and two
355 other registrars are from the same political party, the local executive
356 shall remove from office the one of those two registrars who has the
357 shorter term remaining. In any city or town, after the same proceedings,
358 if the local executive finds that a registrar has ceased to be an enrolled
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360 sent, the local executive shall remove that registrar from office. Other-
361 wise, each registrar shall hold office, until his term expires and a
362 successor is qualified.

363 (c) Party appointment lists-. In every town where there is a
364 regular board or (if the local legislative body accepts this subsection) an
365 election commission, every appointment of a registrar shall be made from
366 a list submitted to the local executive by the town committee of the
367 political party which the registrar is to represent. The list shall contain
368 the names of three enrolled members of that party who reside in the
369 town. The names shall be selected by a majority of the town committee
370 members present and voting at a duly called meeting at which a quorum
371 is present. If the chairman of the appropriate town committee has not
372 submitted the list within forty-five days of notice by certified mail from
373 the local executive, the local executive shall appoint any otherwise
374 eligible person (subsections (b) and (f)).

375 (d) Vacancies. If there is a vacancy in a board of registrars
376 caused by death, resignation, retirement, inability to perform the duties
377 of office, or absence from the city or town at the time of a meeting, the
378 local executive may, after written request by a majority of the remaining
379 registrars, appoint a temporary registrar. The temporary registrar shall
380 be from the same political party as the registrar replaced, and shall
381 serve until the disability terminates, or until the term of that registrar
382 expires and a successor is qualified. The temporary registrar shall have
383 the same powers and duties, and be subject to the same penalties, as a
384 registrar.

385 (e) Assistant registrars. The registrars may appoint and remove
386 assistant registrars at any time. The assistant registrars shall equally
387 represent the two leading political parties, and they shall not be subject
388 to the civil service law (chapter 31). The registrars shall adopt regula-
389 tions governing the assistant registrars,. whose actions shall be subject
390 to reversal by the registrars.

391 (f) Qualifications: ineligibility. A registrar or assistant registrar
392 shall be a voter in the city or town, and shall cease to hold the office if
393 he changes his residence from the city or town. No person shall be
394 appointed a registrar or assistant registrar who holds an office:
395 (1) in the city or town, either by election (not including
396 political party committee members) or by direct appointment by the local
397 executive, or
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39g (2) by election or appointment under the government of the
399 United States or of the commonwealth, except as a justice of the peace,
400 notary public, or officer of the state militia.
401 The acceptance by a registrar or assistant registrar of any such office
402 shall vacate his office as registrar or assistant registrar. This subsection
403 shall not prevent a registrar or assistant registrar from being a candidate
404 for election to, or serving as a member of, a home rule charter commission
405 or a representative town meeting.

406 (g) Administrative provisions. Before beginning the performance
407 of their duties, registrars and assistant registrars shall take an oath to
408 perform them faithfully. They shall receive whatever compensation the
409 local legislative body or selectmen decide, but their compensation shall
410 not depend on the number of persons who are listed or who register
411 (except for the special salary earned by a city or town clerk who is also
412 a registrar (chapter 41, section 19G)>, and a reduction of compensation
413 shall apply only to registrars or assistant registrars appointed after the
414 reduction. The city or town shall provide them appropriate office space,
415 necessary assistance, and required transportation. The city or town
416 clerk as to regular boards, the clerk as to independent boards, or the
417 secretary as to election commissions shall act as clerk of the board, shall
418 keep a full and accurate record of the board's proceedings, and shall
419 perform whatever other functions the board decides.

420 Section 12. Ballot law commissions.
42| (a) State ballot law commission.
422 (1) Establishment; appointment. There shall be in the
423 department of the state secretary (chapter 9, section 29) a state ballot
424 law commission ("commission"). The commission shall consist of live
425 persons, to be appointed by the governor, one of whom shall be a
426 retired justice of the supreme judicial court, appeals court, or superior
427 court or district court department of the trial court, who shall be the
428 chairman. The chairman shall serve for a term of one year beginning
429 February 1 of the year of his appointment. The other members shall
430 serve for a term of two years beginning February 1 of the year of their
431 appointment. Any members may be reappointed. The governor may
432 remove any member. No more than three members of the commission
433 shall be enrolled members of the same political party. Any vacancy
434 which occurs during the term of a member must be filled by the governor
435 for the unexpired term within sixty days of its occurrence.
436 (2) Ineligibility. No member of the commission shall hold
437 any public office, except justice of the peace or notary public, or be a
438 candidate for public office or a member or employee of any political
439 committee. Violation of this subsection shall immediately vacate the office
440 of a member of the commission.
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441 (3) Compensation; expenses. Each member of the commission
442 shall be paid whatever compensation the governor determines, not exceeding
443 $2,500 annually, and shall be reimbursed for expenses necessarily made
444 in the performance of duty. The chairman may expend whatever money
445 is appropriated for necessary clerical assistance.
446 (4) Records. The state secretary shall serve as the secretary
447 of the commission, but not as one of its members. The chairman shall
448 have a competent stenographer record the commission's proceedings.
449 The commission shall maintain, in the office of the state secretary, the
450 official transcript of its proceedings and records of all its decisions, and
451 shall provide this transcript to any person seeking judicial review of its
452 decision. All transcripts and records of the commission are public
453 records (section 5).

454 (b) Local ballot law commissions. There shall be in every city
455 and town a local ballot law commission. In cities, the local ballot law
456 commission shall consist of the registrars of voters and the city solicitor;
457 in towns, the registrars of voters.

458 (c) Powers and duties; administrative procedure. Each ballot law
459 commission (subsections (a) and (b )) may summon witnesses, administer
460 oaths, and require the production of books, records, and papers at
461 hearings before it on any matter in its jurisdiction. Witnesses shall be
462 summoned, be paid the same fees, and be subject to the same penalties
463 as are witnesses in civil cases before the courts. Any commission member
464 may sign a summons or administer an oath.

465 Section 13. Local election districts review commission.

466 (a) Establishment; composition. There shall be in the department
467 of the state secretary, but not under its supervision or control, a local
468 election districts review commission ("commission"). The commission shall
469 consist of the attorney general or his designee, the state secretary or
470 his designee, and a person appointed by the governor. A member
471 designated by the attorney general, the state secretary, or the governor
472 may be removed at any time by the appointing officer.

473 (b) Compensation; expenses. Each member of the commission
474 shall receive compensation of twenty-five dollars for each day or part of
475 a day of service as a member, but the compensation of any member shall
476 not exceed $2,500 annually, and compensation shall not be paid to any
477 member who holds another fulltime paid office or position in the service
478 of the commonwealth. Members shall receive their necessary expenses
479 incurred in the discharge of their duties, subject to appropriation.
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480 , c) powers and duties. The commission shall be furnished with
481 whatever books or records it may require from any department or agency
482 of the commonwealth. The commission may travel within the commonwealth.
483 It shall be provided with suitable offices in the state house, or elsewhere
484 in the city of Boston.

485 SUBCHAPTER C. OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED

486 Section 14. Offices; terms of office.
487 The officers elected at regular state general elections and their
488 terms of office are as follows:

489 (a) Two year term: At every regular state general election the
490 following officers shall be elected: one representative in congress by the
491 voters in each congressional district, one state senator by the voters in
492 each state senatorial district, one state representative by the voters in
493 each state representative district, and one governor's councillor by the
494 voters in each governor's councillor district.

495 (b) Four year term: At the regular state general election in 1982
496 and every fourth year after, the voters of the commonwealth shall elect
497 the following officers: one governor, one lieutenant governor, one state
498 secretary, one state treasurer, one attorney general, and one state
499 auditor. At the same election, the voters in each of the districts into
500 which the commonwealth is divided for the administration of the criminal
501 law (chapter 12, section 13) shall elect one district attorney, and the
502 voters in each of the counties, except Suffolk and Nantucket, shall elect
503 one county commissioner. At the regular state general election in 1980
504 and every fourth year after, the voters in each of the counties, except
505 Suffolk and Nantucket, shall elect two county commissioners.

506 (c) Six year term: At the regular state general election in 1980
507 and every sixth year after, the voters in each county shall elect one
508 sheriff. At the regular state general election in 1982 and every sixth
509 year after, the following officers shall be elected: one United States
510 senator by the voters of the commonwealth, one register of deeds by the
511 voters in each district for the registry of deeds and of each county not
512 divided into these districts, and one clerk of courts by the voters in
513 each county, except in Suffolk county where they shall elect one clerk of

514 the supreme judicial court, one clerk of the superior court department for
515 civil business, and one clerk of the superior court department for criminal
516 business. At the regular state general election in 1984 and every sixth
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$17 year after, the voters of the commonwealth shall elect one United States
518 senator and the voters in each county shall elect one register of probate
519 and insolvency and, except in Suffolk and Nantucket counties, one county
520 treasurer.

521 At every presidential election, the voters of the commonwealth shall elect
522 the number of electors of president and vice-president of the United
523 States to which the commonwealth is entitled ("presidential electors").

524 Sectionl5. Dates of elections.
525 (a) September state primary election. A primary election ("September
526 state primary election") to nominate candidates (except for presidential
527 elector) for the regular state general election shall be held on the seventh
528 Tuesday before that election.

529 (b) Regular state general election. The regular state general
530 election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
531 November of every even numbered year.

532 (c) Special state primary election. A special state primary election
533 shall be held on the fourth Tuesday before a special state general election
534 to nominate candidates for that election, but a special state primary
535 election for representative in congress shall be held on the fifth Tuesday
536 before the special state general election for that office.

537 (d) Presidential primary election. The presidential primary
538 election shall be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in
539 March in every presidential election year.

540 (e) City and town primary and preliminary elections.
541 (1) Date. Where this subsection (paragraph (2)) or the
542 local charter provides for a regular city or town primary or preliminary
543 election, it shall be held not later than the twenty-eighth day before the
544 regular city or town general election. The local legislative body or
545 selectmen may designate an earlier day for holding this primary or
546 preliminary election, and this designation shall occur not later than the
547 sixtieth day before the day designated.
548 (2) Decision to hold primary elections. On petition of at
549 least five per cent of the voters of a city or town, which shall be filed,
550 signed, and certified like a nomination petition (chapter 53, section 3),
551 the local election authority shall place on the next regular city or town
552 general election ballot:
553 (i) where city or town primary elections are not held,
554 the question, "Shall city (town) primary elections be held in (insert the
555 name of the city or town)?"
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556 (ii) where city or town primary elections are held, the
557 question, "Shall city (town) primary elections continue to be held in
558 (insert the name of the city or town)?"

559 The result of the vote shall determine whether city or town primary
560 elections are or are not held after that time. The local election authority
56! shall notify the state secretary of any decision to begin or cease holding
562 primary elections under this paragraph.

563 (f) Regular city and town general elections. The regular city or
564 town general election shall be held on the date prescribed by the local
565 charter or by-law. But all elections in cities which by local charter are
566 to be held on a Monday shall be held on the following Tuesday.

567 (g) Town and presidential primary elections on same day. Not- 
56g withstanding any contrary law, any town may hold its regular election
569 on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in March in any presidential
570 election year, but that election shall be by a different ballot from the
571 ballot used at presidential primary elections.

572 Section 16. Qualifications for offices.
Age, residency, and certain other eligibility requirements for

574 holding federal, state, and county offices in the commonwealth are as
575 follows:

576 (a) United States senator. To hold office as a United States
577 senator, a person must be thirty years of age and must have been a
578 United States citizen for nine years.

579 (b) Representative in congress. To hold office as a representative
580 in congress, a person must be twenty-five years old and must have been
581 a United States citizen for seven years.

582 (£) Governor; lieutenant governor. To hold the office of governor
583 or lieutenant governor, a person must have been a resident of the
584 commonwealth for at least seven years immediately preceding his election.

 ̂ State secretary; state treasurer; attorney general;
86 state auditor; governor's councillor. To hold the office of

587 state secretary, state treasurer, attorney general, state auditor, or 
governors councillor, a person must have been a resident of the common
wealth for at least five years immediately preceding his election; in

590 addition, the attorney general must be a member of the bar of the corn-
591 monwealth.
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592 (e) state senator. To hold the office of state senator, a person
593 must have been a resident of the commonwealth for at least five years
594 immediately preceding his election.

595 (f) State representative. To hold the office of state representa
596 tive, a person must have been a resident of the district from which he
597 is elected for at least one year immediately preceding his election.

598 (g) District attorney. To hold the office of district attorney, a
599 person must be a member of the bar of the commonwealth.

5qq (h) County commissioner. Not more than one county commissioner
601 may be elected from the same city or town. If two persons residing in
602 the same city or town appear to have been elected as county commissioners,
603 only the person receiving the larger number of votes shall be declared
604 elected; but if they receive an equal number of votes, no person shall
605 be declared elected, and there shall be a failure of election (section 17
606 (j)). If a person residing in a city or town where a county commissioner
607 who is to remain in office also resides appears to have been elected, he
608 shall not be declared elected. If a person is not declared elected because
609 of this subsection, the person receiving the next highest number of
610 votes for the office, who resides in another city or town, shall be declared
611 elected.

612 (i) General requirements. To hold all offices under this section,
613 and the offices of county treasurer, register of deeds, register of probate,
614 sheriff, clerk of courts, and presidential elector, a person must be a
615 voter and, except for the offices of representative in congress and
616 governor's councillor, must be a voter in the district from which he is
617 elected.

618 Section 17. Failure to elect: vacancies.
619 (a) United States senator. Whenever a vacancy in the office of
620 United States senator or a failure to elect occurs, the vacancy shall be
621 filled for the unexpired term at the following regular state general
622 election if the vacancy occurs not later than April 1 of the year of a
623 regular state general election; otherwise the vacancy shall be filled at
624 the next regular state general election. Until that election, the governor
625 shall make a temporary appointment to fill the vacancy, and the person
626 so appointed shall serve until the election and qualification of the person
627 elected to fill the vacancy.

628 (b) Representative in congress. Whenever a vacancy in the
629 office of representative in congress or a failure to elect occurs, the
630 governor shall have precepts issued to the local election authorities in
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every city and town in the district, directing them to call an election on 
the day he designates for the election of the representative. If, at the 
time a representative is elected at the regular state general election, a 
vacancy in the office exists, the representative elected shall also be 
considered to have been elected to serve out the vacancy.

(c) Governor: lieutenant governor. Whenever a failure to elect to 
the office of governor or lieutenant governor occurs, the house of rep
resentatives shall, by ballot, elect two of the four persons, if there are 
that many, who had the highest numbers of votes for that office. The 
senate shall then, by ballot, elect the governor or lieutenant governor 
from the two choices submitted by the house of representatives. When
ever a vacancy in the office of governor occurs because of death, absence 
from the commonwealth, or otherwise, the lieutenant governor shall, 
during the vacancy, become acting governor, perform all the governor's 
duties, and have all the governor's powers. A vacancy in the office of 
lieutenant governor alone shall not be filled. Whenever vacancies in the 
offices of both governor and lieutenant governor occur because of death, 
absence from the commonwealth, or otherwise, the state secretary, 
attorney general, and state treasurer, in that order of succession, shall 
have full power to act as governor or lieutenant governor during the 
vacancy.

(d) Governor's councillor. Whenever a failure to elect to, or a 
vacancy in, the office of governor's councillor occurs, the senate and 
house of representatives, if in session when the vacancy occurs, shall, 
by concurrent vote, elect some eligible person from the district where 
the vacancy occurs to fill that office. If the vacancy occurs when the 
general court is not in session, the governor, with the advice and 
consent of the governor's council, may fill the vacancy by the appoint
ment of some eligible person.

(e) State secretary; state treasurer; state auditor; attorney 
general. Whenever a failure to elect to the office of state

secretary, state treasurer, state auditor, or attorney general occurs, 
any eligible person (section 16) shall be chosen by the general court in 
joint convention to fill the office on or before the third Wednesday in 
January following the election. Whenever a vacancy in any of these 
offices occurs when the general court is in session, the vacancy shall be 
filled in the same way as in the case of a failure to elect. Whenever a 
vacancy occurs when the general court is not in session, the governor 
shall, with the advice and consent of the council, appoint a person to 
fill the vacancy.



1983] H O U SE  -  N o. 4366 19

671 (f) State senator. Whenever a failure to elect to, or a vacancy
672 in, the office of state senator occurs, the vacancy shall be filled by
673 election by the voters of the unrepresented district, on the order of a
674 majority of the senators elected.

675 (g) State representative. Whenever a failure to elect to, or a
676 vacancy in, the office of state representative occurs, the speaker of the
677 house of representatives shall issue precepts to the local election authority
678 in every city and town in the district, setting whatever date the house
679 of representatives orders for an election to fill the vacancy. But if a
680 vacancy occurs during a recess between the first and second annual
681 sessions of the same general court, the speaker may set the date for an
682 election to fill the vacancy. All such elections shall be held on a Tuesday.
683 On receipt of the precepts, the local election authority shall call an
684 election, which shall be held in accordance with the precepts.

685 (h) District attorney; clerks of courts; register of
686 probate; sheriff. Whenever a failure to elect a district attor-
687 ney, clerk of the courts (in Suffolk county, a clerk of the supreme
688 judicial court or superior court department), register of probate, or
689 sheriff occurs, the governor shall have precepts issued to the local
690 election authorities, directing them to call an election on the day which
691 he designates for the election of that officer. Whenever a vacancy in
692 any of these offices occurs, he shall similarly have precepts issued for
693 an election to fill the vacancy at the next regular state general election
694 for which precepts can be issued, unless the term of the office expires
695 on the first Wednesday of January following that election. Whenever a
696 vacancy in the office of district attorney, register of probate, or sheriff
697 occurs, the governor may appoint some person until a district attorney,
698 register of probate, or sheriff is qualified. Whenever a vacancy in the
699 office of clerk of the courts in any county (or of the clerk of the supreme
700 judicial court or superior court department, in Suffolk county) occurs,
701 the justices of the court may appoint a clerk to hold the office until a
702 clerk is qualified.

703 (i) County treasurer; register of deeds. Whenever a failure to
704 elect to the office of county treasurer or register of deeds for a county
705 or district (except Suffolk and Nantucket counties) occurs, the county
706 commissioners shall immediately issue precepts to the local election authori-
707 ties in every city and town in the county or district, directing them to
708 call an election for the election of that officer on a day which the corn-
709 missioners designate. Whenever a vacancy in the office of county trea-
710 surer or of register of deeds in a county or district (except Suffolk and
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71! Nantucket counties) occurs, the county commissioners shall similarly
712 issue precepts for an election to fill the vacancy at the next regular
713 state general election for which precepts can be issued, unless the term
714 of the office expires on the first Wednesday of January following that
715 election, and may appoint some person to fill the office until a person is
716 elected and qualified. The person so appointed shall give a bond
717 (chapter 35, section 3; chapter 36, section 3). Whenever a failure to

7lg elect to the office of register of deeds in Suffolk county, or a vacancy in
719 that office, occurs, the city council of Boston shall select a register of
720 deeds, as is provided above for an election in other counties. Whenever 
72| a vacancy occurs in that office, the Suffolk division of superior court
722 department shall appoint some person until a person is elected and quali-
723 fied. Whenever failure to elect to the office of register of deeds in
724 Nantucket county, or a vacancy in that office, occurs, the selectmen of
725 the town of Nantucket shall select a register of deeds, as is provided
726 f°r an election in other counties, and may appoint some person until a
727 person is selected and qualified.

728 Q) County commissioner. Whenever a failure to elect to the
729 office of county commissioner occurs, the board of examiners (chapter
730 55, section 53(b)) shall immediately issue precepts to the local election
731 authorities in every city and town in the county, directing them to call
732 an election to elect the officer on a day which the board designates.
733 Whenever a vacancy in the office of county commissioner occurs, the
734 board of examiners shall similarly issue precepts for an election to fill
735 the vacancy at the next regular state general election for which precepts
736 can be issued, unless the term of office of the commissioner whose office
737 is vacant expires on the first Wednesday of January following that election
738 Also when a vacancy occurs, the two remaining county commissioners and
739 the clerk of the courts for the county, or a majority of them, may
740 appoint a person, not a resident of the same city or town as either of
741 the remaining commissioners, to fill the office of county commissioner
742 until a person is elected and qualified.

743 (k) County offices generally. If a person elected to any county
744 office dies before the first Wednesday of January following his election,
745 the office shall be filled as in the case of a vacancy. The county commis-
746 sioners in each county shall immediately notify the state secretary of any
747 vacancy in the office of county treasurer or of register of deeds. The
748 board of examiners shall similarly give notice to the state secretary of

749 any vacancy in the office of county commissioner. In each case they
750 shall send to him a copy of the precepts issued by them for an election.
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751 (1) Presidential electors. If the whole number of presidential
752 electors has not been chosen when the electors meet (chapter 55, section
753 59), or if an elector has died or is absent, the electors present shall
754 immediately choose electors from the citizens of the commonwealth to
755 complete the full number.

756 SUBCHAPTER D. ELECTION DISTRICTS

757 Sectionl8. Districts for election officers.
758 (a) Congressional districts. From time to time by special law, the
759 commonwealth is divided into congressional districts for the purpose of
760 electing representatives in Congress.

761 (b) Governor's councillor, state senatorial, and state
762 representative districts. Under the constitution (article 101
763 of the amendments), the commonwealth is divided by special law into
764 governor's councillor, state senatorial, and state representative districts,
765 for the purpose of electing respectively governor's councillors, state
766 senators and members of state committees, and state representatives,
767 beginning at the next regular state general election for governor after
768 the state decennial census on which the division is based.

769 Section 19. Local election d is tric ts .
770 (a) Decennial division. On or before June 15, in 1985 and every
771 tenth year after, the local legislative body or selectmen may make a new
772 division of the territory of any city or town into precincts ("decennial
773 division"). In cities, a decennial division may first be into wards,
774 containing as nearly as possible an equal number of residents. But a
775 decennial division is required in cities, into new wards where the
776 existing wards do not contain as nearly as possible an equal number of
777 residents, and into precincts where an undivided ward contains more
778 than 4,000 residents, and, in towns, where the town contains 6,000 or
779 more residents.
780 (b) Division into precincts. At any time, except after the first
781 Monday of June of any year, a ward or town may be divided into precincts,
782 containing as nearly as possible an equal number of residents but not
783 more than 4,000. Every precinct (including a ward not divided into
784 precincts (section 2 (g)) shall:
785 (1) consist of compact and contiguous territory entirely
786 within the city or town, ward (if appropriate), and congressional district;
787 (2) be bounded, to the extent possible, by the center lines
788 of known streets or ways, or by other well-defined limits; and
789 (3) be designated by numbers or letters.
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In a town containing fewer than 6,000 residents, a division into precincts 
may be discontinued at any time, except during 1985 and every tenth 
year after. No change under this subsection for the purposes of state 
elections shall be made in the boundary of a precinct according to which 
state decennial census returns have been reported (chapter 9, section 
7), until a new division of the commonwealth occurs (section 18) into 
districts. In addition, no such change shall be made in the boundary of 
a precinct as long as it forms part of the boundary of such a district.

(c) Subprecincts in representative town meeting towns. Any
pre-cinct in a town where town meeting members are elected may be 
divided into subprecincts until the next decennial division (subsection
(a)). Within twenty days after the division into subprecincts, the local 
executive shall send written notice to each voter in the newly divided 
precinct of the polling place where he is to vote. The number of town 
meeting members representing the precinct shall remain unchanged by 
the division. Subprecincts shall be treated as precincts for all other 
purposes.

(d) Notice. On or before July 1, in 1985 and every tenth year 
after, and within thirty days of any division or discontinuance under 
this section other than a decennial division, the local election authority 
shall transmit to the state secretary written notice containing:

(1) the number and designation of the new or unrevised 
wards (in cities) and precincts;

(2) an official map;
(3) a description of their boundaries; and
(4) the number of residents each contains.

Whenever any division or discontinuance occurs under this section, the 
local election authority shall post copies of the official map wherever 
copies of the voting list are posted (chapter 52, section 19(a)), and 
shall make copies available to the registrars, the election-day officers of 
each precinct, and the public.

(e) Review. The state secretary shall make available to the local 
election districts review commission ("commission") (section 13) the 
information received from every local election authority (subsection (d)). 
If the commission concludes, after examining any such information, that 
a division or discontinuance, or failure to make a division, violates this 
section or is of questionable constitutionality, it shall transmit written 
notice, including a clear indication of the deficiencies which it has found, 
to the local executive on or before September 1.
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(1) In cities, within fifteen days after receipt of the notice, 
the local executive shall present to the local legislative body a recom
mendation for a division free of the deficiencies indicated by the commis
sion. If the local legislative body fails to pass an ordinance approving 
that division, or another division in accordance with this section, within 
twenty days of that presentation, the local executive shall issue an 
executive order, on or before October 15, making a division subject to 
the approval of the commission, which shall then take effect like an 
ordinance adopted by the local legislative body.

(2) In towns, the local legislative body or selectmen shall 
make a new division in the manner and within the time prescribed by the 
commission, but not later than September 20. If any town not divided 
into precincts but containing 6,000 or more residents fails to make its 
decennial division into precincts (subsections (a)) and (b )), the commis
sion, or a master appointed by it and subject to its review, shall make 
the division, in accordance with this section.

(f) Effective date of division; transition provisions.
(1) Census returns. The local executive shall report the 

state decennial census returns (chapter 9, section 7) according to any 
new division made in the year of the census.

(2) Decennial division. For all other purposes, a decennial 
division shall take effect on December 31, in 1987 and every tenth year 
after, but the local legislative body or selectmen may decide that any 
city or town elections before that date shall be conducted according to a 
new division approved by the commission (subsection (e)).

(3) Other changes. Any other division or discontinuance 
under this section shall take effect on December 31 of the year of its 
adoption.
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CHAPTER 51. POLITICAL PARTY COMMITTEES.

Section 1 ■ State committee.

(a) Membership. The state committee of every political party 
(chapter 50, section 2(o)) shall consist of:

(1) one man and one woman who shall be elected at the 
presidential primary election from every state senatorial district, in 
which they shall reside, and who shall hold office for four years from 
the thirtieth day after their election; and

(2) additional members who may be appointed by the state 
committee at any time after its temporary organization (subsection (b)), 
and who shall hold office for two years from the date of their appoint
ment, but only until the terms of the elected members expire (para
graph (1)).
The members of the state committee shall be enrolled members of the 
political party.

(b) Organization. The elected members of the state committee
shall meet for the purpose of organizing within ten days after they take
office (subsection ( a ) ( l) ) . They shall first organize temporarily by
choosing a temporary chairman and a temporary secretary. They shall 
then organize permanently by choosing a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer, 
and whatever other officers they decide to choose.

(c) Vacancies. A vacancy in an office, or in the membership, of
the state committee shall be filled by the state committee. But a vacancy 
in the membership caused by a tie vote at the presidential primary 
election shall be filled by a convention of ward and town committee
delegates (chapter 53, section 6 (a)(l)(iv )) from that district, but only 
by choosing one of the candidates receiving the tie vote.

(d) Notice. The secretary of the state committee shall file with 
the state secretary and send to every city and town committee a list of:

(1) the members and officers of the state committee, within 
ten days after its permanent organization (subsection (b));

(2) any appointed members (subsection (a )(2 )) , within ten 
days after their appointment; and

(3) any officers or members appointe to fill a vacancy (subsection 
(c)), within ten days after their appointment.
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36 Section 2. Ward, town, and city committees.
37 (a) Membership. In every ward and town, the ward or town
38 committee of a political party (chapter SO, section 2(o)) shall consist of
39 members who shall be elected at the presidential primary election, and
40 who shall hold office for four years from the thirtieth day after their
41 election. The members shall reside in the ward or town and shall be
42 enrolled members of the political party. If a member changes his residence
43 from the ward or town, he shall cease to be a member at the end of the
44 calendar year of the change. If a member changes his party enrollment
45 (chapter 52, section 16), he shall immediately cease to be a member.
46 The members of all the ward committees in a city shall constitute the city
47 committee.

48 (b) Organization. Within ten days after its members take office
49 (subsection (a )) , every ward, town, and city committee shall meet and
50 organize by choosing a chairman, a secretary, a treasurer, and what-
51 ever other officers it decides to choose. The treasurer shall qualify for
52 his office by filing a written acceptance with the director of campaign
53 and political finance (chapter 56, section 3 (c )). If a ward or town
54 committee fails to meet within this time, the city or state committee,
55 respectively, shall call a meeting for its organization, including the time,
56 place, and presiding officer for the meeting; if the ward or town com-
57 mittee fails to meet at that time, the election of all its members shall be
58 void, and the city or state committee shall proceed as if no members had
59 been elected (subsection (c)).

60 (c) Vacancies; failure to elect. A vacancy in any office of a
61 ward, town, or city committee, or in the membership of a ward or town
62 committee, shall be filled by the committee with any eligible person
63 (subsection (a)), but a vacancy in the membership caused by a tie vote
64 at the presidential primary election shall be filled with one of the candidates
65 receiving the tie vote. If no members are elected to a ward or town
66 committee, the city or state committee, respectively, shall appoint eligible
67 persons (subsection (a)) as its members, and shall call a meeting for its
68 organization, including the time, place, and presiding officer for the
69 meeting.

70 (d) Number of members. City and town committees shall set the
71 number of members of ward and town committees, respectively, to be
72 elected at the next presidential primary election; the number shall be
73 between three and thirty-five, inclusive. The city or town committee
74 shall file notice of this number with the state secretary on or before
75 August 1 of the year preceding that presidential primary election. The
76 number shall be the last number set or assigned if the state secretary
77 does not receive notice otherwise.
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78 (e) Associate members. A ward or town committee may appoint
79 associate members, who shall not have the right to vote in the committee,
80 but who shall have whatever other rights, powers, and duties the ward
81 or town committee decides.

82 (f) Notice. The secretary of every ward, town, and city com-
83 mittee shall file with the state secretary, the local election authority, the
84 secretary of the state committee, and (with respect to a ward committee
85 only) the chairman of the city committee a list, including addresses, of:
86 (1) the members and officers of his committee, within ten
87 days after its organization (subsections (b) and (c));
88 (2) any associate members, within ten days after their
89 appointment (subsection (e)) ; and
90 (3) any officers or members appointed to fill a vacancy,
91 within ten days after their appointment (subsection (c)).

. 92 Section 3. Transition provisions.
93 (a) Pre-existing committees. When a political organization first
94 qualifies as a political party (chapter 50, section 2(o)), its committees
95 then in existence shall be considered to have been elected as political
96 party committees under this chapter.

97 (b) Decennial division by wards. After a decennial division of a
98 city into new wards (chapter 50, section 19), the ward committees shall
99 continue in existence according to the previous ward division until the

100 successor ward committees organize after the next presidential primary
101 election. Before the terms of the old ward committee members expire,
102 the treasurer shall pay whatever funds the ward committee possesses,
103 after paying all bills, to the treasurer of the city committee. The trea-
104 surer of the ward committee shall report the payment as an expenditure,
105 and the treasurer of the city committee shall report it as a contribution
106 (chapter 56, section 8).

107 Section 4. Rulemaking.

108 A state, city, or town committee may adopt rules consistent with
109 law for its proceedings.



HOUSE — N o. 43661983]

1 CHAPTER 52. VOTERS
2 SUBCHAPTER A. ELIGIBILITY.

3 Section 1. Eligibility to register to vote.
4 A person is eligible to register to vote ("register") in a city or
5 town if he is:
6 (a) a citizen of the United States;
7 (b) eighteen years old or older on the day of the next election;
8 (c) a resident of the city or town at the time of regisgation;
9 (d) not under guardianship by order of the probate and family

10 court department of the trial court (chapter 201, section 6A); and
11 (e) not disqualified from voting for committing a corrupt election
12 practice (chapter 57, section 66).

13 Section 2. Precinct of registration.
14 A registrant's precinct of registration shall be the precinct where
15 the registrant resides at the time of registration, unless he later changes
16 his address.

17 Section 3. Eligibility to vote.

18 A person is eligible to vote in a precinct at an election if:
19 (a) (1) that person's name appears on the voting list (section
20 17(c) and chapter 55, section 28(a)) for that precinct at that election,
21 as required by this chapter; or
22 (2) that person presents a valid certificate of correction
23 (chapter 55, section 28(c)); or
24 (3) that person presents a valid certificate of supplementary
25 registration (section 11(c)); or
26 (4) for voting by absentee ballot only, that person's name
27 appears on the list of unregistered specially qualified persons for
28 whom applications have been certified (chapter 55, section 37 (c) and
29 (e) (2)(ii)); and
30 (b) that person has not already voted in that election; and
31 (£) if the election is a primary election, that person is enrolled
32 or enrolls (chapter 55, section 28(b)) in the appropriate political party.

33 SUBCHAPTER B. REGISTRATION SESSIONS.
34 Section 4. Last day to register.

(a) Definition. The "last day to register" for an election is:
(1) the twenty-eighth day before a regular state election-

37 and

(2) the twentieth day before any other election.
39 But if the last day to register falls on a Sunday or holiday, the last
40 preceding weekday instead is the last day to register.
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41 (b) Effect. In order to permit efficient preparation of the voting
42 list, the name of a person who registers after the last day to register
43 for an election shall not be included on the voting list for that election
44 (section 17( b )). But affidavits of registration shall continue to be
45 received after the last day to register. This section applies notwithstand-
46 ing any contrary special law.

47 Section 5. Required registration sessions.
48 (a) General provisions. The registrars of every city and town
49 shall hold a session for the regular registration (section 11(a)) of voters
50 ("session"):
51 (1) during regular business hours at their principal office,
52 except in towns containing fewer than 600 voters;
53 (2) once in every ward (in towns, precinct), between the
54 sixtieth day, and the last day to register, inclusive, before every regular
55 general election (unless, with respect to a city or town election only,
56 the local legislative body or selectmen decide otherwise);
57 (3) once per week at night at their principal office, during
58 the last three weeks before the last day to register for every regular
59 general election;
60 (4) from 12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. on the last Saturday (but
61 if that Saturday falls within two days before a legal holiday, then on the
62 second last Saturday) before the last day to register for every
63 election, whether or not other city or town offices are closed on that
64 day (chapter 41, section 110A);
65 (5) from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. on the last day to register
66 for every regular election, except in towns containing fewer than 300
67 voters, where a session from 2:00 to 4:00 and from 7:00 to 10:00 p.m. is
68 sufficient;
60 (6) from 12:00 noon to 10:00 p.m. on the last day to register
70 for every special state election;
71 <7> from 12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. on the last day to register
72 for every special city or town election; and

(8) at whatever other times and places, they, or the local
74 legislative body acting by ordinance or by-law, consider effective. Such
75 a session must be within the city or town, except for a session at a
76 regional high school, college, or university in the commonwealth where
77 there are persons eligible to register in the city or town who are regularly
78 gathered there because of education or employment.

Town meetings. As used in this subsection, "town meeting"
80 does not include a representative town meeting. Registration sessions
81 before town meetings need be held only:
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82 (1) before an annual town meeting which is not within thirty-
83 five days after a town election (chapter 39, section 9A), as if before a
84 regular town general election. If the meeting occurs within thirty-five
85 days before a town election, additional registration sessions need not be
86 held before the election; and
87 (2) from 12:00 noon to 8:00 p.m. on the tenth day before a
88 special town meeting, which is the last day to register for that meeting.

89 (c) Overlapping requirements. The same session may satisfy tne
90 requirements of this section with respect to more than one election, if
91 the session otherwise meets each such requirement.

92 Section 6. Registration sessions by request.
93 In addition, the registrars shall hold a session:

94 (a) Places of principal activity. At any place within the city or
95 town where persons eligible to register (section 1) gather because of
96 employment or other principal activity, including any factory, mill,
97 school, college or university, hospital, or nursing or rest home, if the
98 registrars receive a written request to that effect, signed by ten or
99 more voters in the city or town and including the signers' addresses.

100 The request shall be effective only if the registrars also receive written
101 permission from the tenant but, if there is no tenant, the owner of the
102 place. But if the place is owned by the commonwealth or any of its
103 subdivisions, no permission is required, and the registrars need only
104 notify the persons in custody of the property and make arrangements
105 with them. The registrars shall approve any request which complies
106 with this subsection within seven weekdays after receiving it.

107 (b) Public schools. At any public high school or vocational
108 school in the city or town, if the registrars receive a written request to
109 that effect from the principal of that school. The request shall be
110 effective only if the registrars also receive from the principal a written
111 request to the principal signed by twenty-five or more unregistered
112 students of voting age at that school. Only one session at each school
113 may be requested under this subsection during any school year.

114 Any session held under this section shall be held on or before the last
115 day to register for the next regular election which is forty or more days
116 after the request was received. The session shall be held at a time and
117 location, and on a day set by the registrars and, reasonably convenient
118 to the persons gathered at the place, and shall last at least two hours if
119 the request so states.
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120 Section 7. Public notice.
121 In whatever way they consider effective, the registrars shall give
122 notice to the public of the last day to register for every election, and of
123 the days, times, and places of all sessions. At every session, the
124 registrars shall post in a conspicuous place a notice of the penalties for
125 violating the provisions of the Election Law which apply to registration
126 and registration sessions (chapter 57, subchapter A).

127 Section 8. Enforcing correct procedure.
128 The registrars shall assign one or more registrars or assistant
129 registrars to every session. All sessions shall be open to the public.
130 Mobile registration units may be used at any session. A registrar or
131 assistant registrar shall enforce correct procedure at a session, maintain
132 order where it is held and keep access to it open and unobstructed
133 When requested by the registrars, the officer in charge of the city or
134 town police shall detail a sufficient number of police officers to any
135 session, in order to preserve order and enforce the directions of the
136 registrar or assistant registrar.

137 SUBCHAPTER C. REGISTRATION OF VOTERS.

138 Section 9. Affidavits of registration.
139 The registrars shall prepare in sufficient uantities blank forms for
140 affidavits of registration, in substantially the form appearing in Appendix
141 A. The state secretary shall provide to the registrars bilingual English-
142 Spanish forms for affidavits of registration, for use by Spanish-speaking
143 registrants.

144
145
146
147
148

Section 10. Registered voters file.

The registrars shall maintain at their principal office a "registered 
voters file, which shall contain, in whatever form the registrars consider 
effective, the name, address, and party enrollment, if any, of every 
voter in the city or town.

149
150

151
152
153

Section 11. Methods of registration

. . ^  Regular registration. In order to register to vote, except as
this section provides otherwise, a person shall appear in person at a 
session (subchapter B) and register (section 12) in the presence of a 
egistrar or assistant registrar.

Dhvsica^rt'~ ^ SlcallY disab|ed persons. A person unable because of
156 L  P *  t0 re9iSter 31 3 session (subsection (a)) may apply to
157 be 691StrarS f0r re9istration under this subsection. Application may 

be on an application form provided by the registrars in substantially the

154
155
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158 form appearing in Appendix B. Any form of written communication
159 signed by the applicant shall be treated in the same way as an application
160 made on the application form. The completed application shall be returned
161 to the principal office of the registrars. The registrars shall then
162 assign two registrars or assistant registrars, equally representing the
163 two leading political parties, who shall visit the applicant and, if satisfied
164 that he is unable because of physical disability to register at a session,
165 permit him to register (section 12) in their presence. The visit shall be
166 made on or before the last day to register for the next election (section
167 4) if the registrars receive the application on or before the third day
168 before that last day to register; otherwise, the applicant's name shall
169 not be included on the voting list for that election (section 4(b)). No
170 visit under this subsection shall be made outside the city or town where
171 the applicant seeks to register.

172 (c) Specially qualified persons. The registrars shall issue a
173 "certificate of supplementary registration" (section 3(a)(3)) to every
174 specially qualified person (chapter 50, section 2( t)) who registers
175 (section 12) after the last day to register for an election but before 4:00
176 p.m. of the day before that election.

177 Section 12. Uniform registration procedure.
178 (§) Completion of affidavit. The registrar or assistant registrar
179 shall provide any person seeking to register ("registrant”) with a blank
180 form for affidavit of registration (section 9), unless the time for a
181 session (sections 5, 6, and 7) has expired and the registrant was not
182 waiting in line when the time expired. The form shall be completed, and
183 The registrant shall sign it under the penalties of perjury in the presence
184 of the registrar or assistant registrar. Either the registrant's full name
185 °r his full first name (or the name by which he is generally known) and
186 surname and any middle initials shall be entered in the affidavit. A re-
187 gistrant who has chosen to retain a surname at marriage shall supply that
188 surname. If the registrant is unable to sign his name, he shall make his 
I8« mark, which shall be witnessed by the registrar or assistant registrar.
190 The registrant may at this time establish a party enrollment by having it
191 indicated on the affidavit. The registrant may, if he desires, produce
92 papers of naturalization, and a notation of this shall be made on the affi- 

193 davit.

194
195
196
197

(- } - ecelpt of affidavit. The registrar or assistant registrar 
shall receive the affidavit from the registrant, shall certify that it was
signed in his presence, and shall enter the date, which shall be the date 
of registration.
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198 (c) Entry in registered voters file; rejection. The registrars
199 shall then make the corresponding entries in the registered voters file
200 (section 10), unless they find from the facts set forth in the affidavit
201 that the registrant is not eligible to register (section 1) or that the
202 affidavit is incomplete. If they so find, they shall notify the registrant
203 and give him an opportunity to remedy the defects in the affidavit. If
204 their finding then remains unchanged, they shall reject the affidavit and
205 notify the registrant of the rejection.

206 (d) Notice to last place of residence. Unless they reject the
207 affidavit (subsection (c )) , the registrars shall transmit a copy of it to
208 the registrars of any city or town in the commonwealth, or the state
209 secretary or corresponding officer of any other state, where the regis-
210 trant indicates in the affidavit he was last registered to vote.

211 Section 13. Illegal or incorrect registration.
212 (a) Complaint. Any voter in the city or town, including a registrar
213 or assistant registrar, who has reason to believe and does believe that a
214 voter has illegally or incorrectly registered (sections 1, 11, and 12) may
215 file a signed written complaint with the registrars to that effect, including
216 his reasons for so believing. The complaint must be filed not later than
217 fourteen days before the next election.

218 Summons. if the registrars then have probable cause to
219 believe that the voter complained of has illegally or incorrectly registered,
220 they shall summon the voter to appear at a hearing before them prior to
221 the next election. The summons shall include the substance of the corn-
222 plaint and a copy of this section. Service of the summons shall be made
223 by an officer qualified to serve civil or criminal process, in the manner
224 provided for the service of civil process, between the fourteenth and
225 seventh days, inclusive, before the hearing. The officer shall return
226 the summons to the registrars before the day of the hearing, with the
227 certificate of his actions on it.

228
229
230
231
232
233
234
235
236
237

(c) Hearing. At the hearing, the burden shall be on the complain
ant to show that the voter registered illegally or incorrectly. The 
comp amant and the voter may be represented by counsel, and witnesses 
may be summoned, may be sworn (chapter 233, section 8), and may be 
crossexamined. If the voter does not appear at the hearing and the 
complainant makes out a prima facie case, the registrars may render a 
dec,sion unfavorable to the voter. But if the voter, subsequently but 

e ore t e next election, appears before the registrars and shows sufficient 

hearing^ ^  failure t0 appear, the registrars shall reopen the
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238 (d) Decision. If the registrars find that the voter registered
239 illegally or incorrectly, they shall delete the corresponding entries from
240 the registered voters file. If they find that the voter was eligible to
241 register but that his precinct of registration (section 2) is incorrect,
242 they shall make the corresponding change in the registered voters file.

243 SUBCHAPTER D. OTHER CHANGES IN REGISTERED VOTERS FILE.

244 Section 14. Residents list.
245 (a) Annual canvass. In January or February of every year, the
246 registrars shall visit or otherwise communicate with the residents of
247 every building in the city or town in order to obtain the information
248 required for the schoolchildren and residents lists (subsections ( b)
249 and (c)); if the communication is by mail, it shall include the statement,
250 "Warning. Failure to respond to this mailing may result in removal of
251 your name from the voting list." The registrars may have the assistance
252 of the police department, assessors, supervisors of school attendance,
253 other employees of the city or town, or other qualified persons, with the
254 approval of the local executive or school committee, as the case may be.
255 Every licensed innholder or keeper of a lodging house or public lodging
256 house (chapter 140) (including fraternity houses and dormitories of
257 educational institutions), every owner of a residential apartment building
258 containing more than eight rental dwelling units, and every president or
259 other principal officer of a condominium association shall provide this
260 information regarding the residents of that building under the penalties
261 of perjury, on a form which the registrars shall send.

262 (b) Schoolchildren list. On or before April 1 of every year, the
263 registrars shall transmit to the school committee a "schoolchildren list,"
264 containing the name, address, and age or date of birth of every resident
265 of the city or town twenty-one years old or younger. The expenses 

.266 incurred by the registrars under this section shall be carried as an item
267 in the school committee budget, in the proportion that the number of
268 listed residents less than seventeen years old bears to the total number
269 of persons listed on the schoolchildren and residents lists.

270 (c) Residents list. On or before April 15 of every year, the
271 registrars shall prepare a "residents list," containing, for every resident
272 of the city or town who is seventeen years old or older, that resident's:
273 (1) name;
274 (2) address on January 1;
275 (3) address on January 1 of the preceding year;
276 (4) date of birth;
277 (5) occupation; and
278 (6) nationality, if not a citizen of the United States
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279 In addition, the residents list shall indicate which residents are voters.
280 The information shall be arranged by precinct and then by street
281 address or, in towns, if the registrars so decide, by resident's sur-
282 name.

283 (d) Publication. On or before June 15 of every year, the regi-
284 strars shall publish enough copies of the residents list to furnish one,
285 free of charge on request, to every political party committee (chapter
286 51), candidate, or political committee (chapter 56) whose district includes
287 the city or town and, on payment of reasonable fee to be determined by
288 the registrars but not to exceed the printing cost, to any other person.
289 Any such persons who must pay the fee shall also sign their names and
290 addresses in a log maintained by the registrars.

291 (e) Applicability. As used in this section, "registrars" includes
292 any listing board established by the local charter to perform similar
293 duties. The p ro v iso s  of this section concerning the schoolchildren list
294 do not apply to the city of Boston. Otherwise, this section applies
295 notwithstanding any contrary special law.

296 Section 15. Correction of registered voters file.
297 The registrars are responsible for maintaining the completeness
298 and accuracy of the registered voters file, and shall correct errors in it
299 whenever brought to their attention and after investigation. But an
300 entry shall be deleted from the registered voters file only for illegal or
301 incorrect registration (section 13) or when:

302 Not on current residents lis t. The voter does not appear on
303 the current residents list (section 14). On or before the first Monday
304 in June of every year, the registrars shall send to the indicated address
305 of every such voter by first class mail, including the registrars' return
306 address, written notice of the deletion and of his right to a hearing.
307 The registrars shall also prepare a list of all such voters, make it avail-
308 able to the public on payment of the copying cost, and post it wherever 
.09 first voting lists are posted (section 19(a)). They may also publish it 
.10 ^ a local newspaper. Any such voter who establishes, after hearing or
311 by any other method which the registrars consider effective, that he
312 mains a resident of the city or town shall be restored to the registered
313 voters file;

314
315
316

(b) Registered elsewhere. The registrars receive notice from 
another board of registrars (section 1 2 (d )) or other corresponding 
° ficers that the voter has registered in another jurisdiction; or
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317 (c) Deceased. The registrars receive notice that the voter has
318 died. On the first day of every month and two days before every
319 election, the city or town clerk, or other officer in charge of the re-
320 gistration of deaths, shall transmit to the registrars a list of the names
321 and addresses of all residents of the city or town, eighteen years old or
322 older, who died since the last transmission of such a list.

323 Section 16. Change of name, address, or party enrollment.
324 (a) Procedure■ The registrars shall change a voter's name,
325 address within the city or town (and corresponding precinct of registra-
326 tion (section 2)), or party enrollment, in the registered voters file, if
327 the voter makes a written request to that effect. The registrars shall
328 acknowledge in writing any such request made by mail. The voter must
329 make the request for a change of name in person. A "change" in party
330 enrollment also includes the establishment or cancellation of enrollment.
331 If a voter does not choose to adopt a new name as a result of marriage,
332 the registrars shall not change that voter's name in the registered
333 voters file.

334 (b) Effective date of change. Any change under this section
335 shall take effect immediately when received by the registrars, but it
336 shall take effect with respect to an election, and shall be reflected in
337 the voting list for that election, only if the request is received on or
338 before the last day to register for that election (sections 4 and 17(b)).

339 SUBCHAPTER E. VOTING LISTS.

340 Section 17. Preparation of voting lists.
341 (a) First voting list. On or before July 1 of every year (except
342 in towns in odd-numbered years), the registrars shall publish and make
343 available (as provided in section 19(c)) for every precinct a "first
344 voting list," containing the name, address, and party enrollment, if any,
345 of every voter as entered in the registered voters file at that time. The
346 information shall be arranged, as far as possible, by street address,
347 except in towns where the residents list was not arranged by street
348 address (section 14(b)).

349 (b) Final voting list. As soon as possible after the last day to
350 register for every election, the registrars shall publish for every precinct
351 a "final voting list," which shall update the most recent first or final
352 voting list by including or adding any names added to the registered
353 voters file on or before that last day to register but after the publication
354 of the most recent first or final voting list.
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355 (c) Voting list for election. The most recent final voting list
356 shall constitute the "voting list" for an election in each precinct.

357 Section 16. Correction of voting list.
358 The registrars shall correct the voting list for an election to
359 reflect any deletion from or correction in the registered voters file
360 (sections 13 and 15) made after the last day to register for that election.

361
362
363
364
365
366
367

368
369
370
371
372
373
374
375
376
377
378
379
380
381
382
383
384

Section 19. Posting; availability; report.
After the last day to register for every election, the registrars

shall:
(a) post copies of the voting list for that election at their principal 

office, and, with respect to a regular general election only, in each 
ward of a city and each precinct of a town. But the first voting list 
shall be so posted at' least twenty days before a regular city or town

general election, and at least sixty days before a regular state general 
election;

(b) transmit a copy of the voting list for each precinct to the 
election-day officers of that precinct;

(c) publish a reasonable number of copies of the voting list for 
that election so that they may furnish one, free of charge on request, to 
every political party committee (chapter 51), candidate, or political 
committee (chapter 56) whose district includes the city or town and, on
payment of a reasonable fee not to exceed the printing cost, to any 
other person; and

(d) with respect to a regular general election only, report to the 
state secretary the number of registered voters in the city or town and 
in each of its wards and precincts, if any. In addition, on or before 
February 1 of every even-numbered year, the registrars shall so report 
to the state secretary the number of voters enrolled in each political 
party, and those unenrolled, as of the date of the regular city or town 
general election in the previous year.

385
386
387
388
389
390

Section 20. Preservation of materials

documents in the custody of the registrars which concern 
registration or the residents list (section 14) are public records (chapter 
50. section 5), and shall be preserved for two years after the date when

, ... made or received. But affidavits of registration or their
microfilm copies shall be preserved indefinitely.
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Appendix A. Form of affidavit of registration, (section 9)

AFFIDAVIT OF REGISTRATION 
(please print)

Name (last name first)

Residence (address)

City or town

Residence January 1 (if different)

Last residence in another city or town where registered to vote (if any) 

Name you used at this residence (if different)

Date of birth /  Place of birth /  U.S. Citizenship by:
/ /

/  ( ) Birth ( ) Naturalization/

Occupation

Do you wish to enroll in a political party? 
Specify:
Democratic Republican Unenrolled
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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

I swear (affirm) that i am the person named above, that the above 
information is true, that I am not under legal guardianship, that I am 
not legally disqualified from voting for committing a corrupt election 
practice, and that I consider this residence to be my home.

/Signed under the penalties of perjury 
/(Signature:)

Certification of registrar or assistant registrar

Title

Date
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Appendix B. Form of physically disabled registration 
application. (section 11(b))

PHYSICALLY DISABLED REGISTRATION APPLICATION

I wish to register to vote, but I am unable because of physical 
disability to register at a registration session.

Signed under the penalties of perjury.
(Signature)

Printed name

Address at which I will be available

Residence (address) (if different)
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1 CHAPTER 53. NOMINATIONS
2 SUBCHAPTER A. NOMINATIONS GENERALLY

3 Section 1. Ballot access by nomination.
4 The name of a candidate shall be printed on the ballot at an elec-
5 tion if, and only if, he receives a "nomination" under this chapter.
6 Nomination for a general election ballot is a "general nomination , for a
7 primary election ballot, a "primary nomination"; and for a preliminary
8 election ballot, a "preliminary nomination." At every primary election,
9 there shall be a separate election on a separate ballot for every political

10 party.

11 Section 2. Methods of nomination.
12 Unless the local charter or this chapter (sections 11 and 12 and
13 subchapter C) provides otherwise for a city or town election, and except
14 for presidential nominations (section 10) and nominations to fill vacancies
15 (section 6), a candidate shall receive:
16 (a) a primary nomination only by filing a valid "primary nomina-
17 tion petition" (section 3), and
18 (b) a general nomination only by:
19 (1) winning a preceding primary election, or
20 (2) filing a valid "general nomination petition" (section 3).

21 Section 3. Nomination petitions.
22 (a) Definition. As used in this chapter, "nomination petition"
23 includes primary, preliminary, and general nomination petitions (sections
24 2 and 12(b)) and refers to the entire group of papers required to be
25 filed (subsection (k)).

26 (b) Availability. Blank forms for signatures on nomination pe-
27 titions shall be prepared and, on request, furnished by the state
28 secretary for state elections and by the local election authority for city
29 elections and for town primary and preliminary elections. For town
30 general elections, these forms shall be prepared by the state secretary
31 but furnished only by the local election authority.

32 (1) State elections. Nomination petition forms shall be
33 available for use on or before the fifteenth Tuesday before the last day
34 to file (subsection (h )) for regular state elections, and the fifth Tues-
35 day before the last day to file for special state elections.

36 (2) City and town elections.
37 (i) Nomination petition forms for city and town elections
38 shall state the place where, and the last day and hour when, they are
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39 to be submitted to the registrars and are to be filed. Only a candidate
40 or a person he authorizes in writing may obtain these forms.
41 (ii) This subparagraph applies to city or town elections
42 in any city or town where the local legislative body accepts it or has
43 accepted the corresponding provision of prior law. Nomination petition
44 forms shall be obtained not later than two weekdays before the last time
45 for submission to the registrars (subsection ( f) ) . The forms shall be
46 furnished only to a candidate who files a statement with the local election
47 authority containing his name and address and the office for which he is
48 a candidate. No candidate may receive more forms than will contain more
49 than five times the required number of signatures (subsection (e ) ) .

50 (c) Contents.
51 (1) Generally. Every nomination petition shall contain:
52 (i) the name of the candidate seeking nomination;
53 (ii) his written acceptance;
54 (iii) the address of his residence;
55 (iv) the office for which he is a candidate, including
56 the name of the district, if any, and the term of office, if necessary to
57 distinguish it; and
58 (v) the name of the political party, if any, whose nom-
59 ination he seeks. Unless the local charter provides otherwise, and
60 except for city and town general elections which are not preceded by 
6| primary elections or political party caucuses, a general nomination
62 petition, except for town meeting or home rule charter commission
63 member, may contain a political designation, expressed in three or fewer
64 words, but not including the name of a political party. The information
65 required by this subsection shall appear on every sheet of the nomination
66 petition before any voter signs it, but the candidate's written acceptance,
67 the descriptive statement (paragraph (3)), and the committee to fill vacan-
68 c>es (paragraph (4)) need only appear on one such sheet at the time the
69 petition is filed (subsection (h)).
70 (2) Multiple candidates on same petition. A nomination
71 petition for town offices, or for statewide offices at a general election,
72 or for ward or town committees, but for no other offices, may contain
73 information (paragraph (1)) for more than one candidate, but no more
74 candidates for each office than the number to be elected. A general
75 nomination petition for governor or lieutenant gover or shall contain
76 information for candidates for both those offices.
77 (3) Descriptive statement. Unless the local charter provides
78 otherwise for a city or town election, a primary or preliminary nomina-
79 tion petition, except for president or ward or town committees, may
80 contain a statement, in eight or fewer words:
81 (i) of the public offices which a candidate holds or has
82 held, stating clearly that he is a former incumbent if that is true;
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(ii) that he is a candidate for renomination (re-election, 
if a state committee member), if he is an elected incumbent (chapter 55, 
section 8(b)) of the office for which he seeks that renomination (re-elec
tion, if a state committee member); and

(iii) that he is a veteran, if he meets the legal defini
tion (chapter 31, section 1).
The general nomination petition of a candidate for town office who is its 
elected incumbent (chapter 55, section 8(b)) may contain the words 
"Candidate for Re-election." In addition, the general nomination petition 
of a candidate for town meeting member shall show whether he is a 
former town meeting member.

(4) Committees to fill vacancies. The general nomination 
petitions of candidates for governor and lieutenant governor or of 
candidates at a city or town election may contain the names and addres
ses of five voters as a committee to fill vacancies (section 6).

(5) Ward numoer. The nomination petitio of a candidate for 
alderman at large shall contain the number of the ward where he resides.

(d) Signers. A voter signing a nomination petition shall sign his 
name substantially as registered and shall include the address where he 
currently resides and, if different, the address where he resided on the 
previous January 1. He shall sign in person, except that a voter 
prevented from writing by physical disability may authorize any person 
to sign in his presence. A voter may sign nomination petitions only for 
as many candidates for each office as there are persons to be elected.

Number of signatures. The number of voters who must sign 
nomination petitions for the following offices is:

(1) Primary nominations:
(i) United States senator, governor, lieutenant gover

nor, and attorney general: 10,000;
(ii) State secretary, state treasurer, and state auditor:

5,000;

(iii) President (section 10(a)(2)): 2,500;
(iv) Representative in congress: 2,000;
(v) Governor's councillor and district attorney: 1,000;
(vi) Clerk of courts, register of probate and insol

vency, register of deeds, county commissioner, sheriff, and county 
treasurer: 1,000 (but in Barnstable, Berkshire, Franklin, and Hamp
shire counties: 500; and in Dukes and Nantucket counties: 25);

(vii) State senator: 300;
(viii) State representative: 150;
(ix) State committee: 50;
(x) Ward or town committee: 5; and
(xi) City or town offices: 5 (but if the district in-
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126 dudes more than one ward of a d ty , including the entire city, then 5
127 multiplied by that number of wards), unless the local charter provides
128 otherwise.

129 But if for any office but statewide office, the number otherwise re-
130 quired above exceeds ten per cent of the number of voters in the
131 district enrolled in the political party whose nomination the candidate
132 seeks, then the number required shall be ten percent of the voters
133 enrolled in that party in the district, or one-half of the number other-
134 wise required above, whichever is greater.

135 (2) General nominations by petition:
136 (i) State elections: two percent of the vote cast for
137 governor at the last regular state general election for governor in the
138 district from which the candidate seeks election, or the number required
139 for a primary nomination (paragraph (1)), whichever is greater (but if
140 that vote for governor in the district cannot be calculated because of
141 changes in district boundaries, then twice the number required for a
142 primary nomination (paragraph (1))); and
,43 (ii) City and town elections: unless the local charter
144 provides otherwise, one percent of the vote cast for governor at the last
145 regular state general election for governor in the district from which the
146 candidate seeks election (but no more than 50 or less than 20 for a town
147 office, and 50 in a city ward where that vote for governor in the ward
148 cannot be calculated because of changes in ward boundaries). But only
149 ten voters need sign a nomination petition for a candidate for town
150 meeting member.

151 (f) Submission to registrars.
'52 (1) Time. The nomination petition must be submitted to the
153 registrars of the city or town where the signers claim to be voters not
154 later than 5:00 p.m. of:
'55 (i) the thirteenth day for political party committee
156 candidates;
'52 (ii) the fourteenth day, for candidates at city and town
158 elections and for presidential candidates at the presidential primary
159 election (section 10(a)(2));
160 (*") the twenty-eighth day, for all other candidates at
161 regular state elections; and
162 (iv) the seventh day, for candidates at all other
163 elections,
164 before the last day to file (subsection (h )) . The registrars shall mark
165 each petition with the date and time it was submitted.
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(2) Incorrect district name. If the name of the district in 
157 which the candidate seeks nomination (subsection (c )(l)( iv ))  is incorrect, 
I6fj the registrars shall inform the candidate before certification (subsection
169 (fl))- The candidate may then change the name of the district. If he
170 does so, the candidate and a registrar shall initial the change and shall
171 sign and attach to the petition a written explanation of the change,
172 copies of which shall be retained by the registrars and the candidate.
173 No change of the office may be made in any case.

174 (g) Certification.
175 (1) Generally. Unless a different intention clearly appears,
170 this paragraph applies whenever the Election Law or a local charter
177 requires the registrars to certify the signature of a voter. The regis-
I7g trars shall certify every signature on a nomination petition which they
179 can reasonably identify as the name of a voter in the city or town:
180 (i) whose precinct of registration is in the district for
181 which the nomination is made;
182 (ii) who has not signed nomination petitions for more
183 than the permitted number of candidates (subsection (d )); and
184 (iii) on a primary nomination petition, who is not enroll-
185 ed in a political party other than the one whose nomination petition he
186 has signed.
187 If they do not certify a signature, they shall indicate opposite it on the
188 face of the petition their reason for not certifying it, in the form pre-
189 scribed by the state secretary. They shall indicate the number of
190 certified signatures on the petition, but they need not certify more than
191 two-fifths (one-fifth, on a city or town primary or preliminary nomina-
192 tion petition) more than the required number of signatures (subsection
193 (e)). Signatures shall not be certified from more than one city or town
194 on the same sheet. The certificate must be signed by a majority of the
195 registrars.

'96 (2) Time. The registrars shall certify signatures on nomina-
197 tion petitions in the order the petitions were submitted. Certification
198 must be completed not later than 5:00 p.m. of:

'99 (i) the sixth day, for political party committee candi-
200 dates;
201 (ii) the seventh day, for all other candidates at regular
202 state elections; and
203 (iii) the last day, for candidates at all other elections;
204 before the last day to file (subsection (h)).
205 (3) Reconsideration by reg istrars. Any candidate at a
206 regular state election except for political party committee, on whose
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207 nomination petition the registrars have certified fewer signatures than a
208 number which is one-tenth more than that required for nomination (sub-
209 section (e )) , may request in writing that the registrars reconsider their
210 failure to certify signatures. The request must be filed with the regis-
211 trars not later than 5:00 p.m. of the second day after the last day to
212 certify signatures (paragraph (2)), and must specify the signatures as
213 to which reconsideration is requested. After receiving such a request
214 for reconsideration, the registrars shall again consider the specified
215 signatures and certify those which should have been certified initially
216 (paragraph (1)). The reconsideration must be completed not later than
217 5:00 p.m. of the day before the last day to file (subsection (h)). Only
218 one reconsideration may be requested.
219 (4) Judicial review. Any civil action to review the failure of
220 registrars to certify a signature on a state nomination petition must be
221 begun only after filing with the state secretary, and not later than the
222 third day after the last day to file (subsection ( h )). The action shall
223 be brought against the registrars whose decision is sought to be re-
224 viewed in the division of the superior court department for the county in
225 which the candidate resides, but if that division is not then holding a
226 civil session, in the Suffolk division. In that action, the burden shall
227 be on the registrars to show that the signature was properly not
228 certified. The failure of a candidate to request reconsideration by the
229 registrars (paragraph (3)) does not bar such an action for judicial
230 review.

231 (h) filing. Nomination petitions shall be filed with the state
232 secretary for state elections and the local election authority for city and
233 town elections. A person filing a petition with the state secretary shall
234 be given a receipt showing the time and date of filing. The state
235 secretary need not receive more than two-fifths more, and the local
236 election authority need not receive more than one-fifth more, than the
237 required number of certified signatures (subsection (e>). Nomination
238 petitions must be filed no later than 5:00 p.m. of:
239 (1) the first Friday in January before the presidential pri-
240 mary election, for presidential candidates at that election (section
241 10(a)(2));
H ? (2) the third Tuesday in November before the presidential
243 primary election, for political party committee candidates;
™  (3) the first Tuesday in June before the September state
245 primary election, for statewide candidates and candidates for represen-
246 tative in Congress at that election or the following regular state general
247 election;
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(4) the last Tuesday in May before the September state 
primary election, for other candidates at that election or the following 
regular state general election;

(5) the fifth Tuesday before a special state'primary election, 
for candidates at that election or the following special state general 
election;

(6) the thirty-fifth day before a city or town primary elec
tion, for candidates at that election, unless the local charter provides 
otherwise; and

(7) the twenty-eighth day before a city or town preliminary 
or general election, for candidates at that election, unless the local 
charter provides otherwise or (unless the local charter provides other
wise) the local legislative body or selectmen designate an earlier date; 
that designation shall occur not later than the sixtieth day before the 
last day to file so designated.

(i) Accompanying certificates. On or before the last day to file 
nomination petitions (subsection (h ) ) ,  a candidate shall file, with the 
state secretary for state elections and the local election authority for 
city and town elections, a certificate signed by a majority of the regis
trars of his city or town:

(1) if he files a primary nomination petition:

(i) that he has been enrolled in the political party 
whose nomination he seeks for ninety days before that last day to file, 
or that he registered to vote for the first time in the commonwealth after 
that ninetieth day before and is enrolled in the political party , and

(ii) for a state primary election, that he has not been 
enrolled in any other political party for one year before that last day to 
file;

(2) if he files a general nomination petition for any general 
election which follows a primary election, that he is a voter, is not 
enrolled in a political party , and has not been so enrolled for ninety 
days before that last day to file; and

(3) otherwise, that he is a registered voter.
The registrars shall issue such a certificate to any candidate who meets 
these requirements, or to his authorized representative, immediately on 
request.

^  ~.̂ a*e ethics commission receipt. On or before the last day for
him to file nomination petitions (subsection (h )) ,  a candidate at a state 
election other than for federal office or for political party committees 
shall file with the state secretary a receipt from the state ethics com
mission showing that a statement of financial int rest has been filed 
with it (chapter 268B, section 5(a)).
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290 (k) Validity. Unless an objection is filed (section 4), a nomi-
291 nation petition is valid if:
292 (1) it contains the required information (subsection ( c));
293 (2) it contains the signatures of the required number (sub-
294 section (e)) of voters (subsection (g));
295 (3) it is filed on time (subsection (h));
296 (4) the required certificate is also filed on time (subsection
297 (i)); and
298 (5) a receipt from the state ethics commission, if required,
299 is also filed on time (subsection ( j)).

300 Section 4. Objections.
301 (a) Filing objections. This section applies notwithstanding any
302 contrary special law. Any voter ("objector") in a district in which a
303 candidate seeks nomination may file an objection to the nomination of that
304 candidate for any election. The objection shall state in detail the reason
305 why the candidate should not be considered nominated, and may include
306 the reason that the candidate lacks the qualifications for the office
307 sought, is a fictitious or non-existent person, or has not been nominated
308 under his real name. The objection must be filed with the state secre-
309 tary for state elections and the 1 cal election authority for city and town
310 elections, before 5:00 p.m. of:
311 (1) (i) the third day, for state nomination petitions;
312 (ii) the second day, for city nomination petitions; and
313 (iii) unless the local charter provides otherwise, the
314 first day, for town nomination petitions;
315 after the last day to file those nomination petitions (section 3(h)); and
316 (2) the sixth day after a primary or preliminary election, for
317 general nominations made by that primary or preliminary election (sec-
318 tions 2(b)(1) and 12 (d)(1)).
319
320 An objection to a state nomination shall be accompanied by a twenty-five
321 dollar filing fee, which shall be refunded only if the state ballot law
322 commission (subsection (b ))  dismisses the objection for lack of jurisdic-
323 tion, and by a certificate from the registrars of the objector’s city or
324 town that he is a registered voter in the district in which the candidate
325 seeks nomination. Such an objection must also include the address at
326 which the objector is registered. Not later than the day after filing
327 such an objection, the objector must mail a copy of it by registered or
328 certified mail, return receipt requested, to the candidate objected to.
329

(b) Transmission to commission; notice. The state secretary shall
331 immediately transmit the objection to the state ballot law commission
332 (chapter 50, section 12(a)); the local election authority, to the local
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333 ballot law commission (chapter 50, section 12(b)). That commission shall
334 then immediately mail notice to the objector, the candidates for the office
335 or nomination involved, and any interested political party committee, by
336 registered or certified mail, return receipt requested. With respect to

337 state elections, the notice shall contain in detail the reason for the objec-
338 tion, the date, time, and location of the hearing (subsection (c )) , and
339 the rules of procedure for the hearing. The notice must be mailed not
340 later than 5:00 p.m. of:
341 (1) the Wednesday after the last day to file objections to
342 nominations made by nomination petition at regular state elections; and
343 (2) the Tuesday after the last day to file objections to
344 general nominations made by the September state primary election.

345 (c) Decision. The commission shall hold a hearing on the objec-
346 tion, not earlier than the second Monday after the last day to file
347 objections to nominations made by nomination petition, and the Monday
348 after the last day to file objections to general nominations made by state
349 primary elections. The commission shall then render a decision not later
350 than 5:00 p.m. of:
351 0 )  the twenty-first day after the last day to file objections
352 to nominations made by nomination petition at regular state elections;
353 (2) the fourteenth day after the last day to file objections to
354 general nominations made by the September state primary election; and
355 (3) the fourth day after the last day to file objections to all
356 other nominations.
357 If the commission fails to render a decision within that time, the ballot
358 for that election shall be printed nevertheless. If the candidate whose
359 nomination is objected to fails to appear, the commission shall vacate the
360 nomination. The commission has no jurisdiction over any failure to
361 certify sufficient signatures on a nomination petition (section 3( 3 )).

Administrative procedure. The state ballot law commission
363 shall adopt rules of procedure, consistent with the administrative pro-
364 cedure act (chapter 30A), governing the conduct of hearings and investi-
365 gations under this section. These rules shall be printed and made avail-
366 able in advance to every person who appears or testifies before the 

commission. Any action seeking judicial review of the commission's decision
368 must be begun within five days after notice of the decision is received.

369 Section 5. Withdrawals.

370 A candidate who has been nominated (section 2) may withdraw from
371 nomination only by filing a written "notice of withdrawal", signed and
372 acknowledged by him before a notary public, with the state secretary for
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373 state elections and the local election authority lor city and town
374 elections. The notice must be filed on or before the last day to file
375 objections to the nomination (section 4(a)), but for town primary nomi-
376 nations, before two days after the last time to file town primary nomina-
377 tion petitions (section 3(h)(6)). This section applies nowithstanding any
378 contrary special law.

379 Section 6. Vacancies.
380 (a) Who fills. Unless the local charter provides otherwise for a
381 city or town election, when a vacancy occurs in a nomination because of
382 the death, withdrawal (section 5), or ineligibility of the candidate
383 nominated, it shall be filled only as follows:
384 (1) if a general nomination was by primary election (section
385 2(b)(1)) (or if all candidates who have filed primary nomination petitions
386 for a party nomination die, withdraw, or are found ineligible before the
387 primary election):
388 (i) by the state committee of the political party, if the
389 nomination is for statewide office;
390 (ii) by the town committee of the political party, if the
391 district lies within one town;
392 (iii) by the corresponding ward committee or committees
393 of the political party, if the district lies within one city; and
394 (iv) otherwise, by a convention of delegates chosen by
395 and from the ward and town committees of the political party in the
396 district. The delegates shall be chosen as provided by the rules of each
397 ward and town committee. There shall be one delegate from each ward
398 or town for every 500 votes, or fraction of that number, cast in that
399 ward or town for that political party's candidate for governor at the last
400 regular state general election for that office. The state secretary shall
401 be sent notice of the delegates chosen. The convention shall be called
402 by a delegate designated by the chairman of the state committee of the
403 political party, and that delegate shall preside until a chairman is
404 elected; and
405 (2) if the nomination was by general nomination petition
406 (section 2(a)) of candidates for governor and lieutenant governor only,
407 or by any nomination petition at a city or town election, then by major-
408 ity vote of any committee to fill vacancies indicated on the petition
409 (section 3 (c)(4 )), except where the petition contains an insufficient
410 number of signatures (section 3(e) and (j)(2)).
411 No vacancy caused by withdrawal shall be filled before the notice of
412 withdrawal has been filed (section 5).
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413 (b) Certificate. The chairman and secretary of the committee or
414 convention which fills the vacancy (subsection (a)) shall swear to and
415 sign a "certificate of nomination to fill vacancy," and shall file it with
416 the state secretary for state elections and the local election authority for
417 city and town elections. The certificate shall contain the information
418 which would be required on a nomination petition (section 3(c)), and in
419 addition:
420 (1) the name of the candidate originally nominated, if any;
421 (2) whether the vacancy was created by death, withdrawal,
422 ineligibility, or tie; and
423 (3) the method of filling the vacancy (subsection (a)).
424 If the vacancy was caused by withdrawal, the certificate must be filed
425 within three weekdays for state elections, and two weekdays for city and
426 town elections (but one weekday for a town primary election), after the
427 last time to file a notice of withdrawal (section 5). Otherwise, the
428 certificate must be filed before 5:00 p.m. of the third day after the
429 vacancy was filled. Any nomination to fill a vacancy shall be subject to
430 objection like any other nomination (section 4).

431 (c) Ties. A vacancy in a nomination caused by a tie vote at a
432 primary election shall be filled like any other vacancy under this sec-
433 tion, but only by choosing one of the candidates receiving the tie vote.
434
435 Section 7. Multiple nominations.

(a) Generally. A candidate who receives nominations for
437 more than one office at the same election must withdraw from all but one
438 of them (section 5) or be ineligible for all of them. But this subsection
439 does not apply to nominations for political party committees or for town
440 offices which are compatible.

441 (- ) Ward and town committees. A candidate who receives more
442 than one nomination for ward or town committee must withdraw from all
443 but one of them (section 5) or be ineligible for all of them.

444 Section 8. Primary election winner by write-in or sticker
445 A candidate whose name does not appear on the official ballot at a
446 primary election shall not receive a general nomination because of that
447 primary election unless:

448 (a) he receives a number of votes at least equal to the number of
449 signatures required on that primary nomination petition (section 3(e)
450 (1)); and

451 (b) he files his written acceptance of that general nomination:
452 for slate elections, with the state secretary before 5:00
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453 p.m. of the thirteenth day after the primary election, and also so files a
454 receipt from the state ethics commission showing that a statement of
455 financial interest has been filed with it (chapter 268B); and
456 (2) for city and town elections, with the local election
457 authority before 5:00 p.m. of the sixth day after the primary election.
458 That candidate may not withdraw from nomination once he has filed his
459 acceptance.

460 Section 9. Preservation of materials.
461 Nomination petitions (section 3), objections (section 4), notices of
462 withdrawal (section 5), and certificates of nomination to fill vacancies
463 (section 6) are public records (chapter 50, section 5) and shall be
464 preserved for one year.

465 SUBCHAPTER B. SPECIAL PROVISIONS.

466 Section 10. Presidential nominations.
467 (a) Presidential primary election. A candidate for president of
468 the United States shall be nominated for the presidential primary election
469 if:
470 (1) the state secretary determines that he is generally
471 advocated or recognized as such in national news media throughout the
472 United States;
473 (2) a valid nomination petition is filed (section 3); or
474 (3) the chairman of the state committee of the political party
475 submits his name to the state secretary.
476 The state secretary and these chairmen shall file the lists of these names
477 (paragraphs (1) and (3)) on or before the first Friday in January
478 before the presidential primary election, and the state secretary shall
479 immediately notify each candidate on the lists by registered mail. These
480 nominations shall be subject to objection (section 4) and withdrawal
481 (section 5), but a notice of withdrawal may be filed before 5:00 p.m. of
482 the second Friday in January.

483 (b) Delegates to national conventions.
484 (1) Selection. The state committee of every political party
485 which holds a national convention in a presidential election year shall
486 determine by rule the method of selecting delegates to that convention
487 from the commonwealth, but the selection of delegates shall reflect the
488 preference expressed in the voting for candidates for president at the
489 presidential primary election, and the name of no candidate for delegate
490 shall appear on the official ballot. The state committee shall file a copy
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491 of these rules with the state secretary on or before October 1 of the
492 year before the presidential primary election. The state committee shall
493 also determine the number of delegates and alternate delegates, not
494 fewer than two of each from each congressional district, and shall notify
495 the state secretary in writing on or before the first Tuesday in January.

496 (2) Voting at convention. If there is a roll call vote for
497 president at the national convention, any delegate or alternate delegate
498 whose selection was made subject by rule (paragraph (1)) to the ap-
499 proval of a candidate for president shall vote for that candidate on the
500 first such roll call vote, unless released by that candidate.

501 (c) Nomination of presidential electors.
502 (1) By political parties. The state committee of every politi-
503 cal party shall nominate that party's candidates for presidential elector
504 at a meeting called for the purpose. The chairman of the state commit-
505 tee shall file with the state secretary a list of the candidates nominated
506 (paragraph (4)) on or before the second Tuesday in September before
507 the presidential election.
^  (2) Otherwise. Any other nomination of candidates for
509 presidential elector shall be by filing a valid general nomination petition
510 (paragraph (4)) as for other candidates for statewide office (section
511 3(e)(2)(i) and (h)(3)).

(3) List of write-in candidates if no nomination. A voter
513 may vote (chapter 55, section 30(c)) for candidates for presidential
514 elector who are not nominated under this section (paragraphs (1) and
515 (2)) only if a list of those candidates is filed with the state secretary
516 (paragraph (4)) on or before the sixtieth day before the presidential
517 election. Before the election, the state secretary shall notify every local
518 election authority of the candidates for president and vice-president
519 whose names appear on these lists (paragraph (4)(ii)).
520 ^  Contents of filing. Any nomination petition or list filed
521 under this subsection shall be on a form provided by the state secretary
522 and shall contain:

^  names# addresses, and written acceptances of 
524 the candidates for presidential elector;

i t §  1,16 names and addresses of the candidates for 
president and vice-president of the United States; and

„  *6® wr>tten pledge of those candidates for elector
570 cc V°te ^  th°Se candidates for president and vice-president (chapter 
52¥ 55, section 59).
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530 Section 11. Nomination of incumbent town meeting member.
531 Notwithstanding any contrary special law an incumbent, member of a
532 representative town meeting may be nominated by filing written notice
533 with the local election authority on or before the fourteenth day before
534 the last day to file nomination petitions (section 3(h)(6)).

535 Section 12. Preliminary elections.
536 (a) Applicability. This section applies in any city or town where
537 the local charter provides for preliminary elections, to the extent that
538 the local charter does not establish different procedures.

539 (b) Preliminary nomination. A candidate shall receive a prelimi-
540 nary nomination (section 1) by filing with the local election authority a
541 valid preliminary nomination petition (section 3), signed by at least fifty
542 voters in the district.

543 (c) Listing of candidates. On the day after the last day to file
544 preliminary nomination petitions (subsection ( b )), the local election
545 authority shall post in a conspicuous place in the city or town hall the
546 names and address of all candidates who have received a preliminary
547 nomination, as they will appear on the preliminary election ballot, except
548 for the order of names, which shall be determined by lot for the ballot
549 (chapter 55, section 8( d )(l))  by the local election authority in the
550 presence of the candidates or their authorized representatives.

551 (d) General nomination. A candidate shall receive a general
552 nomination (section 1) only as follows:
553 (1) By preliminary election. If the list of candidates for the
554 office (subsection ( c)) contains more than twice the number to be
555 elected, by winning the preliminary election. A candidate wins the
556 preliminary election if he is one of twice the number of candidates to be
557 elected who receive the highest numbers of votes at that preliminary
558 election. If there is a tie vote for the lowest place which would win the
559 preliminary election, all the candidates receiving that tie vote also win
560 the preliminary election. If a candidate who won a preliminary election
561 dies or withdraws (section 5), the candidate who received the next high-
562 est number of votes also wins the preliminary election; or
563 (2) By default. If the list of candidates for the office
564 (subsection (c ))  contains twice the number to be elected or fewer, by
565 receiving the preliminary nomination (subsection (b )) . In this case, no
566 preliminary election for that office shall be held.
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SUBCHAPTER C. CAUCUSES 

Section 13. Caucuses generally.
Caucuses under this subchapter shall nominate candidates for the 

town general election. In towns with citizens' caucuses, no political or 
municipal party caucus may nominate candidates for town office. All 
caucuses are subject to the remainder of the Election Law, as it applies 
to town primary and preliminary elections, including the provisions 
concerning objections (section 4), withdrawals (section 5), challenges 
(chapter 55, section 31), contested elections (chapter 55, section 58, but 
for political party caucuses the notice of contest must be filed within 
three weekdays), recounts (chapter 55, section 56, but for all political 
party caucuses the petition must be file within two days of the caucus), 
preservation of materials (chapter 50, section 5), and penalties (chapter 
57).

Section 14. Adoption or rescission.
(a) Citizens' caucus. In towns, the local charter may provide 

for, or the local legislative body may vote to accept, the holding of 
"citizens' caucuses" under this subchapter before each town election. 
After not less than three years, the local legislative body may rescind 
that action, in town meeting towns at an annual town meeting or a 
special town meeting held at least sixty days before the annual town 
meeting.

(b) Political party caucuses, generally. In towns, political par
ties may hold "political party caucuses" to nominate candidates for the 
town general election.

(c) Political party caucuses: vote to use official ballots. At the 
written request of fifty voters who are enrolled in the political party, 
any town committee shall hold a caucus to determine by ballot whether to 
use official ballots at its subsequent political party caucuses.

(1) Notice. Notice must be posted at least seven days 
before the day named and shall be published at least twice in a local 
newspaper and posted in at least five public places. The notice shall 
include the purpose, place, day, and time of the caucus.

(2) Polls. The opening of the polls must occur between 6:00 
p.m. and 7:30 p.m. Polls must be kept open at least one hour.

(3) Officers. The town committee shall appoint caucus
officers.

(4) Rescission. After not less than one year, the town 
committee may rescind its action in the same way.
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606 (5) Notification. Within ten days of the vote to adopt or to
607 rescind, the secretary of the town committee shall notify:
60g (i) the state secretary;
609 (ii) the local election authority; and
610 (iii) the secretary of the appropriate state committee.

611 Section 15. Time of holding caucuses.
612 Every caucus shall be held not later than thirty-one days before
613 the town general election, notwithstanding any contrary law.

614 (a) Citizens' caucus. Citizens' caucuses shall be called by the
615 local executive, and shall be called to order by the town clerk, who
616 shall preside until the election of a chairman (section 23(a)(1)).

617 (b) Political party caucuses. The date of political party caucuses
618 may be set by the town committee.

619 (c) Political party caucuses which do not use official ballots. A
620 political party caucus which does not use official ballots must begin by
621 8:00 p . m.

622 (d) Political party caucuses which use official ballots.
623 (1) All political party caucuses which use official ballots
624 shall be scheduled by the town committee and must be held on the same
625 day in the town, except before a special election, but no two town
626 committees may hold their caucuses on the same day.
627 (2) The town committee first filing notice of its caucus with
628 the local election authority is entitled to precedence as to the day
629 chosen.
630 (3) The caucus must begin between 2:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

631 (e) Special election. Political party caucuses before special
632 elections shall be held at a time and place determined by the town
633 committee and announced by the chairman and secretary of the town
634 committee with reasonable notice.

635 Section 16. Public notice of caucuses.
636 (a) Posting and printing. All caucuses shall be called at least
637 seven days before the day set for the caucus by a written or printed
638 notice, which shall either be posted in at least five public places in the
639 town and, if possible, in each post office of the town, or be published
640 at least twice in a local newspaper (except for political party caucuses
641 which use official ballots, notice of which shall be published at least
642 twice in a local newspaper).
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(b) Contents. The notice shall include:
(1) the place, day, and time of the caucus;
(2) the name or office of the person who will call the caucus 

to order and who will preside until a chairman is chosen; and
(3) the signatures of:

(i) the local election authority, if a citizens' caucus; 
or

(ii) the chairman and secretary of the town committee, 
if a political party caucus.

Section 17. Nomination petitions for political party caucuses 
which use official ballots.

In towns where political party caucuses which use official ballots 
are held:

(a) Availability. Blank forms for nomination petitions for public 
office and caucus officers shall be supplied by the town and prepared by 
the local election authority. They shall be delivered only to the 
chairman or secretary of the town committee.

(b) Contents. Every nomination petition shall contain:
(1) the place and last day to file;
(2) printed on the back of the paper, a summary of this 

subsection and of the provisions of the Election Law concerning contents 
of nomination petitions (section 3 (c )), signatures (section 3 (d )) , and 
withdrawals (section 5);

(3) candidate information (section 3 (c)(1 ), (2), and (3)), 
but no descriptive statement is permitted for caucus officers; and

(4) signatures of at least five voters of the town. Nothing 
shall be attached to the petition.

(c) Notice. Public notice of the caucus and nomination petitions 
shall be issued at least eighteen days before the caucus and shall 
include:

(1) the day on which the caucus shall be held;
(2) where and when nomination petitions will be issued;
(3) where and the earliest time when nomination petitions 

may be filed, which shall be not less than twenty-four weekday hours 
after 3:00 p.m. of the day nomination petitions are issued; and

(4) the last day and hour when they shall be filed.

(d) Filing with town committee.
(1) The petitions must be sealed and filed with the secretary 

of the town committee at least ten weekdays before the caucus.
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682 (2) The secretary shall write the time of receipt on the
683 petition or container.
684 (3) The petitions shall remain sealed until the last time for
685 filing; then the secretary shall publicly open and publicly announce the
686 nominations.
687 (4) If any error, irregularity or informality is found, the
688 secretary shall notify the person who filed the petition, who may correct
689 it within two days after the last time for filing; otherwise the secretary
690 may make the correction.

691 (e) Filing with local election authority.
692 (1) The secretary of the town committee must file the peti-
693 tions with the local election authority before 5:00 p.m. of the seventh
694 day before the caucus.
695 (2) If any error or informality is found on any petitions, it
696 shall be returned to the secretary of the town committee for correction;
697 if not corrected and re-filed by 5:00 p.m ., of the next day, the petition
698 is void.

699 ( f) Vacancy other than by withdrawal. If no petitions are filed
700 for an office or there is a vacancy other than by withdrawal:
701 (1) On notification by the secretary, the chairman shall call
702 a meeting of the town committee, which shall make the nominations.
703 Members may sign the petitions if they wish. Two sets of petitions may
704 be filed.
705 (2) If, after two days after the last day to file (subsection
706 (d )(1 )) , there is no nomination, the chairman and secretary may file
707 nomination petitions.

708 (g) Vacancy by withdrawal. If a candidate who has been nomi-
709 nated withdraws (section 5), the secretary shall immediately notify the
710 person who filed that nomination petition, and that person may then
711 submit a new nomination petition signed only by him, before 5:00 p.m.
712 of the day after the last day to withdraw. Otherwise, the chairman and
713 secretary may fill the vacancy (subsection (f)(2)).

714 Section 18. Supplies by town.
715 (a) Citi2ens' caucus. At a citizens' caucus, the town shall sup-
716 ply the meeting place and whatever election materials are required by
717 the vote of the local legislative body.

718 (b) Political party caucuses. At least two weeks before the date
719 of a political party caucus, the chairman or secretary of the town commit-
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tee shall notify the local legislative body or selectmen that it wishes to 
hold its caucus on that date. If elections are held by precinct, the 
caucuses may be held by precinct on request. The local legislative body 
or selectmen shall, at town expense, furnish a polling place in the town 
or in each precinct for the use of that party , and notify the town com
mittee of the places provided at least ten days before the caucus.

(c) Political party caucuses which use official ballots. At political 
party caucuses which use official ballots:

(1) The local legislative body or selectmen shall, at the 
expense of the town, provide all necessary election materials, including 
ballots (paragraph (3)), blank nomination petition forms (section 17(a)), 
and postage for mailing credentials.

(2) The chairman and secretary of the town commitee may 
determine the number of ballots to be provided, not more than one for 
each voter in the town; if they do not, the local election authority may 
do so.

(3) On the ballots shall be printed:
(i) "Official ballot of __________  party";
(ii) the name of the town, and the number of any

precinct;
(iii) the date of the caucus; and
(iv) a facsimile of the signature of the town committee

secretary.

Ballots shall be printed on white paper. Names of candidates for caucus 
officers shall be arranged in groups in order of filing. Addresses of all 
candidates shall be included. A star shall indicate a candidate for 
re-election.

(4) If twenty-five voters of a town so request in writing, at 
least twelve days before the caucus of the political party in which they 
are enrolled, the local legislative body or selectmen shall arrange the 
polling place for that caucus so that voting may proceed in two or more 
lines.

(5) A police officer shall be assigned to the caucus.

Section 19. Voting lists.
Citizens' caucus. At a citizens' caucus, the registrars shall 

supply certified copies of the last published voting list, changed accord
ing to any changes since its publication in the registered voters file 
(chapter 52, section 10).

(k) Political party caucuses. At a political party caucus, the 
voting list (subsection (a ) )  shall be supplied on request of the town
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760 committee or the person designated to call the caucus to order. The
761 party enrollment of each voter shall be indicated.

762 Section 20. Rules of the caucus.
763 (a) Citizens' caucus. The local legislative body may determine,
764 within limits provided by law, the day and time of a citizens' caucus,
765 how long the polls shall be open, and whether nominations shall be made
766 separately or partly or wholly on one ballot, and may provide for the
767 preparation and use of ballots.
76g (b) Political party caucuses. Each town committee may make
769 regulations, consistent with law, for its caucuses and to prevent persons
770 not eligible to vote at the caucus from taking part. Political party
771 caucuses must be called to order at the time specified in the notice.

772 Section 21. Who may participate in political party caucuses.
773 (a) Party affiliation. No person who votes in the caucus of one
774 political party shall vote or take part in the caucus of another political
775 party within twelve months. A voter enrolled in one political party is
776 not eligible to vote in the caucus of another political party. A voter
777 may not be prevented from voting in a political party caucus because
778 that voter supported a candidate for public office other than one nomi-
779 nated by a political party.

7g0 (b) Voting list. A person whose name is not on the certified
781 voting list may not vote or participate, unless he presents a certificate
782 of error (chapter 55, section 28(c)) to the presiding officer.

783 (c) Challenges. Whenever a voter at a caucus is challenged
784 (chapter 55, section 31), the presiding officer shall administer the
785 following oath:

786 "You do solemnly swear (or affirm) that you are a registered voter
787 in this town and have the right to vote in this caucus; that you are not
788 a member of any other political party; and that you have not taken part
789 or voted in the caucus of any other political party for the past twelve
790 months."

791 The caucus secretary shall record the oath-taking and whether the
792 voter voted, and the record shall be included in the official records of
793 the caucus.

794 Section 22. Caucus officers.
795 (a) Citizens' caucus. At a citizens' caucus, the town clerk shall
796 not serve as a caucus officer except to call the caucus to order (section
797 15(a)).
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(b) Political party caucuses. No person may serve as a caucus 
officer at any political party caucus at which he is a candidate for 
nomination to an elective office.

(c) Political party caucuses which do not use official ballots. At 
a political party caucus which does not use official ballots, in the 
absence of the designated presiding officer, any member of the town 
committee present may serve as temporary chairman until a chairman is 
chosen.

(d) Political party caucuses which use official ballots. At a 
political party caucus which uses official ballots:

(1) A warden, a clerk, and at least five inspectors shall be 
elected annually. For the first caucus, the town committee shall appoint 
these officers, at least ten days before.

(2) All officers shall be voters of the town when elected, 
and members of the appropriate political party.

(3) No person is eligible to serve as warden, clerk, or 
inspector who is a state, county, or city employee or member of a 
political party committee.

(4) Every caucus officer shall hold office for one year, 
beginning with the first day of the month after his election and until his 
successor is elected.

(5) Before taking on their duties, all caucus officers shall 
be sworn by the warden, clerk, or justice of the peace, and the swear 
ing-in shall be recorded.

Section 23. Election of caucus officers.
(a) Citizens' caucus. At a citizens' caucus:

(1) The first order of business shall be the election of a 
chairman, a secretary, and any other officers required.

(2) Any candidate or officer shall be elected by ballot if ten 
or more voters present submit a written request to the presiding officer 
by motion or otherwise, at any time before the election for that office.

(M) Political party caucuses which do not use official ballots. At 
a political party caucus which does not use official ballots:

(1) The first order of business shall be the election by 
ballot of a chairman, a secretary, and any other officers required.

(2) If there is a tie vote, the caucus officers elected shall 
fill the vacancy.

(c) Political party caucuses which use official ballots. At a 4  
political party caucus which uses official ballots:
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838 (1) A majority of the caucus officers present may fill tem-
839 porary vacancies and elect additional officers to serve at that caucus
840 only.
841 (2) Permanent vacancies shall be filled by a majority vote of
842 all the caucus officers.

843 Section 24. Voting at the caucus.
844 (a) Citizens' caucus. At a citizens' caucus:
845 (1) Any candidate shall be elected by ballot if ten or more
846 voters present submit a written request to the presiding officer, by
847 motion or otherwise, at any time before the election for that office.
848 (2) The two persons receiving the highest number of votes
849 cast for an office shall be declared nominated for that office.
850 (3) A person receiving less than eight percent of the votes 
85| cast for the office shall not be declared nominated, even though there
852 will not then be two candidates for that office.
853 (4) If two or more persons are to be elected to the same
854 office, those voted for shall be ranked in descending order of votes
855 received, and twice the number to be elected shall be the candidates
856 nominated.
857 (5) If there is a tie vote, but for which one cf the candi-
858 dates would be declared nominated, all candidates with the tie vote shall
859 be declared nominated, even though the names of more than twice the
860 number of candidates will then appear on the ballot.

861 (b) Political party caucuses which do not use official ballots. At
862 a political party caucus which does not use official ballots:
863 (1) Ballots shall be used.
3^4 (2) The polls shall be open at least thirty minutes.
865 (3) If a majority of caucus officers is not elected, or if
866 there is a tie vote for candidates for elective offices, the caucus shall
867 proceed to another ballot, if there is no objection; if there is objection,
868 the caucus shall adjourn to a later day, at the same place and time, if
869 practicable.

870 (c) Political party caucuses which use official ballots. At a
871 political party caucus which uses official ballots:
872 (1) Any necessary business may precede or follow voting.
873 (2) The polls shall close at 8:30 p.m ., unless the caucus
874 votes to extend the time. Every voter in line when the polls close shall
875 be allowed to vote.
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Section 25. Counting ballots at political party caucuses.
At political party caucuses:
( a) Ballots shall not be counted before the polls are declared 

closed, but immediately afterwards in full view of the voters.
(b ) The presiding officer shall announce the results in public.
(c) In public, the secretary shall enter in the record book:

(1) the total number of names checked on the voting list;
(2) the total number of ballots cast;
(3) the names of all persons voted for and the title of the 

office ; and
(4) the number of votes for each person.

Section 26. Sealing the records at political party caucuses.
At political party caucuses:
(a) The clerk shall make a copy of the records, and certify and 

seal them.
(b) Before the caucus is adjourned and in the presence of the 

persons who counted the ballots, the clerk shall seal up the ballots cast, 
the voting list, and a statement of any challenges.

(c) The warden and clerk shall write clearly on the package the 
name of the political party holding the caucus, its date, and its pur
pose.

Section 27. Transmittal of records of political party caucuses.
As soon as possible after the ballots have been counted after a 

political party caucus, all voting materials and records shall be trans
mitted to the local election authority by:

(a) the secretary of the political party caucus which does not use 
official ballots , or

(b) the police officer assigned to a caucus which uses official 
ballots.

Section 28. Local election authority responsibility.
After receipt of the records, the local election authority shall 

tabulate the votes, determine which candidates have been nominated, 
notify the successful candidates, and have their names printed on the 
general election ballot.

Section 29. Certificates of nomination.
(§) Availability. Blank forms for certificates of nomination shall 

be prepared and furnished by the state secretary to the local election 
authority for town elections. The state secretary shall not supply the 
blank forms directly to candidates for town office.
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915 (b) Contents.
915 (1) Every certificate of nomination shall contain the informa-
917 tion required on a nomination petition (section 3(c)).
918 (2) It shall be signed by the presiding officer and the
919 secretary of the caucus, with their addresses, in the presence of a
920 justice of the .peace or notary public.
92| (3) Provisions for filling vacancies caused by death, with-
922 drawal, or ineligibility may be included.

923 (c) Filing. Certificates of nomination shall be filed with the local
924 election authority by the secretary of the caucus before 5:00 p.m. of the
925 third day after the caucus and on or before the twenty-eighth day
926 before any town election.
927
928 Section 30. Preservation of records.
929 (a) Citizens' caucus. At the written request of ten voters en-
930 titled to vote in a citizens' caucus, the secretary of the caucus shall
931 preserve for three months all ballots cast and voting lists used. They
932 shall be produced on order of a court or other authority of competent
933 jurisdiction.

934 (b) Political party caucuses. After political party caucuses, the
935 local election authority shall preserve the records for ten days. If,
936 within that time, ten voters eligible to vote at the caucus request in
937 writing that the ballots and voting lists be preserved for three months,
938 they shall be. They shall be produced on order of any court of com-
939 petent jurisdiction. The provision concerning availability of voting lists
940 (chapter 55, section 50(b)) applies.

941 Section 31. Certificates after political party caucuses.
942 Within three week days of adjournment of a political party caucus,
943 the presiding officer and secretary shall present a certificate of election
944 to each caucus officer and a notice of nomination to each candidate for
945 elective office.

I
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CHAPTER 54. BALLOT QUESTIONS.

SUBCHAPTER A. PLACING QUESTIONS ON BALLOT.

Section 1. Amendments to United States constitution.
(a ) Opinion of the voters. It is the policy of the commonwealth 

that the general court should defer action on an amendment to the 
United States constitution until the question of ratification has been 
placed before the voters. If a proposed amendment is submitted to the 
general court (article 5 of the constitution of the United States) and is 
not ratified at the session at which it is submitted, the question of 
whether ratification is desirable shall be placed on the ballot (chapter 
55, section 11(a)) at the next regular state general election, if one is 
scheduled before the next regular session of the general court, but 
otherwise at a special or regular state general election as ordered by the 
general court. The question of ratification shall be before the voters 
only once, unless the general court provides otherwise.

(b) Returns of votes. The counting, transmission, and certifica
tion of votes shall be in accordance with the law concerning votes at 
state elections (chapter 55, sections 51 and 52), except that the gover
nor shall communicate to the general court the total yes and no votes 
and the yes and no votes by state senate and state representative 
districts.

Section 2. Petitions generally.
Petitions under this chapter shall be signed, submitted, and certi

fied like nomination petitions (chapter 53, section 3 (d ), ( f) , and (g)), 
unless this chapter provides otherwise.

Section 3. State initiative and referendum.
(§) Constitutional provisions. The constitution includes general 

provisions for the state initiative and referendum (articles 48, 67, 74, 
and 81 of the amendments).

(b) Petitions. Initiative petition forms shall be made available no 
later than the fourteenth day after the date these petitions are filed with 
the state secretary by the first ten signers. Referendum petition forms 
shall be made available no later than the fourteenth day after a summary 
has been prepared by the attorney general. Initiative and referendum 
petitions must be submitted for certification to the registrars (chapter 
53, section 3 (f)(1 )) not later than 5:00 p.m. of the fourteenth day 
before the last day to file with the state secretary, and certification
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38 (chapter 53, section 3 (g ))  must be completed not later than 5:00 p.m.
39 of the second day before that last day to file. Registrars shall give a
40 written receipt for each initiative or referendum petition submitted to
41 them, and shall deliver these petitions only on receiving the written
42 receipts or other identification acceptable to the registrars. Each initi-
43 ative and referendum petition form shall state the last day and time for
44 submission to the registrars and for filing with the state secretary.

45 (c) Objections. The law concerning objections to nominations at
46 state elections (chapter 53, section 4) applies to the signatures on state
47 initiative and referendum petitions, unless this subsection provides
48 otherwise.
49 (1) Filing objections. An objection may be filed (chapter 53,
50 section 4 (a)) by any registered voter, and must be filed not later than
51 5:00 p.m. of the thirtieth day after the last day to file the petition, but
52 the seventh day after the last day to file supplemental signatures neces-
53 sary to complete an initiative petition for a law after the general court
54 fails to enact it (article 48 of the amendments to the constitution, the
55 Initiative, part 5, section 1).
56 (2) Notice. The notice of the hearing by the state ballot
57 law commission (chapter 53, section 4( b)) must be mailed not later
58 than 5:00 p.m. of the Wednesday after the last day to file objections to
59 supplemental signatures (paragraph (1)).
60 (3) Hearing. The hearing shall be held not earlier than the
61 second Monday after the last day to file objections, but the first
62 Wednesday after the last day to file objections to supplemental signatures
63 (paragraph (1)).

64 (4) Decision. The commission shall render its decision
65 (chapter 53, section 4 (c )) not later than 5:00 p.m. of the twenty-first
66 day after the last day to file objections, but the fourteenth day after
67 the last day to file objections to supplemental signatures (paragraph
68 ( 1» .

69 (d) Affidavit. Each initiative or referendm petition sheet filed
70 with the state secretary, other than the petition signed by the ten
71 original signers, shall contain a statement, signed under the penalties of
72 perjury by the person who circulated the sheet, that each person whose
73 name appears on the sheet signed it in person.

74 Section 4. Local initiative and referendum.
This section applies in any city or town to the extent that the

76 local charter provides for the initiative or referendum or both, and does
77 not establish different procedures.
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78 (a) Definitions. As used in this section:
79 (1) "Initiative petition" means a petition which requests the
80 local legislative body to pass a measure, except an order relating to
81 construction of gas and electricity lines (chapter 164, sections 70 and
82 71) or transmission of power (chapter 166), or which requests the school
83 committee to pass a measure, which is set forth or designated in the
84 petition.
85 (2) "Measure" means an ordinance, resolution, order, or
86 vote passed by the local legislative body, or a resolution, order, or vote
87 passed by the school committee.
88 (3) "Referendum petition" means a petition which protests
89 against and seeks the repeal of a measure passed by the local legislative
90 body or school committee.

91 (h) Filing of initiative petitions. Signatures on initiative petitions
92 need not be all on one sheet, but all the sheets for any one measure
93 shall be fastened together and filed in the office of the local election
94 authority as one instrument, including the names and addresses of three
95 persons designated as filing the petition. Within five days after the
96 filing of the petition, the registrars of voters shall ascertain the number
97 of voters who signed the petition and the percentage that number is of
98 the total number of voters. They shall attach to the petition their
99 certificate showing the result of that determination. The local election

100 authority shall immediately transmit their certificate with the petition to
101 the local legislative body or to the school committee, according to whom
102 the petition is addressed, and at the same time shall send a copy of the
103 certificate to one or more of the persons designated on the petition as
104 filing the petition.

Objections to initiative petitions. when the certificate has
106 been transmitted, the petition shall be valid unless a voter of the city
107 files an objection within forty-eight hours after certification with the
108 local legislative body or the school committee, and a copy with the local
109 election authority. A copy of the objection shall immediately be trans-
110 mitted to the local ballot law commission, which shall hold a public 

hearing on the objection, render a decision on the matter within fourteen
2 days after the objection was filed, and transmit a copy of its decision to

113 the local legislative body or the school committee
114

ijfH —ssa9e or submission of initiative measure 
Sc to voters.

. $  If the petition is signed by fifteen percent of the voters.
If an initiative petition is signed by at least fifteen per cent of the total
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119 number of voters, then, within twenty days after the date of the
120 certificate of the registrars to that effect:
121 (i) the local legislative body or the school committee
122 shall pass the measure without alteration, subject to the referendum vote
123 provided by this section, or
124 (ii) the local legislative body shall call a special election
125 to be held on a Tuesday fixed by it not less than thirty nor more than
126 forty-five days after the date of the certificate and shall submit the
127 proposed measure without alteration to the voters at that election; but,
128 if any city general election is scheduled within ninety days after the
129 date of the certificate, the local legislative body may, at its discretion,
130 omit calling the special election and submit the proposed measure to the
131 voters at that election.
132 (2) If the petition is signed by at least eight but less than
133 fifteen percent of the voters. If an initiative petition is
134 signed by at least eight per cent but less than fifteen per cent of the
135 total number of voters, and the measure is not passed without alteration
136 within twenty days by the local legislative body or the school committee
137 (paragraph ( l)( i) ) , the proposed measure, without alteration, shall be
138 submitted by the local legislative body to the voters at the next regular
139 city general election.
140 A measure proposed under this subsection shall become effective if it is
141 approved by one-third of the total number of voters registered in the
142 city and also by a majority of the voters voting on the measure.

143 (e) Filing of referendum petitions. If, within twenty days after
144 the final passage of any measure, except a revenue loan order, by the
145 local legislative body (or by the school committee), a "referendum
146 petition", signed by at least twelve percent of the voters, addressed to
147 the local legislative body (or to the school committee), and protesting
148 against the measure or any part of the measure, is filed with the local
149 election authority, the measure or part of it shall be suspended from
150 taking effect when the local legislative body (or school committee)
151 receives the registrars' certificate to that effect. The provisions which
152 apply to signing, filing, and certification of initiative petitions (sub-
153 section (b)) also apply to referendum petitions.

154 (f) Reconsideration or submission to referendum of voters. The
155 local legislative body (or school committee) shall then immediately recon-
156 sider the measure or part of it. If, on reconsideration, the measure or
157 part of it is not entirely rescinded, the local legislative body shall
158 submit it to the voters, either at the next regular city or town general
159 election, or at a special city or town election which it may call for the
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160 purpose. The measure or part of it shall immediately become ineffective
161 unless a majority of the voters voting on it at that election vote in favor
162 of it.

163 (g) Contents of ballot. The ballots used when voting on a pro-
164 posed measure (subsection ( d)) or a measure or part of a measure
165 protested against (subsection (f)) shall state the nature of the measure
166 in terms sufficient to show its substance.

167 (h) Alternative submission by local legislative body or school
168 committee. The local legislative body or school committee may, on its
169 own motion, submit to the voters for adoption or rejection at a regular
170 or special city or town general election any proposed measure, or a
171 proposition for the repeal or amendment of any measure, which it could
172 have passed, in the same, way and with the same effect as if submitted
173 by petition.

174 (i) Measures with conflicting provisions. If two or more proposed
175 measures passed at the same election contain conflicting provisions, only
176 the one receiving the greater number of yes votes shall take effect.

177 Section 5. State public policy questions.
178 (a) Filing. The state secretary shall make public policy petition
179 forms available for use on or before the fifteenth Tuesday before the
180 last day to file. Petitions shall be filed with the state secretary not
181 later than the first Wednesday of August before the election at which
182 the questions are to appear. A petition tp place a public policy ques-
183 tion on a state general election ballot requires the signatures of twelve
184 hundred voters in any state senatorial district or two hundred voters in
185 any state representative district. The petition shall ask the voters of
186 that district to instruct the senator or representative from that district
187 on an issue of public policy. The petition shall state the substance of
188 the question.

189 (b) Ballot placement. The attorney general shall, on request of
190 the state secretary, determine whether or not the question is one of 
19! public policy. If the question is determined to be one of public policy,
192 the state secretary and the attorney eneral shall draft it in simple,
193 unequivocal, and adequate form for presentation on the ballot. Not more
194 than three public policy questions shall be placed on the ballot at one
195 election in any district, and they shall be placed on the ballot in the
196 order in which the petitions are filed. Substantially the same question
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197 shall not be submitted again in less than three years. If the petition
198 meets the requirements of this section, the state secretary shall place
199 the question on the ballot in that senatorial or representative district at
200 the next regular state general election.

201 (c) Effect. A vote under this section shall be regarded as an
202 instruction (article 19 of the declaration of rights of the constitution) if
203 the question receives a majority of all the votes cast at that election.

204 Section 6. Local public policy suggestions.
205 (a) Placement on ballot by local legislative body. A nonbinding
206 public opinion advisory question may be placed on the ballot at a regular
207 city or town general election in any city or town by vote of the local
208 legislative body or selectmen.

209 (b) Petition of voters for placement on ballot. A proposal to
210 place a nonbinding public opinion advisory question on the ballot at a
211 regular city or town general election in any city or town may be pre-
212 sented to its local legislative body or selectmen by a petition signed by
213 at least ten voters of the city or town. If that body does not approve
214 the petition at least ninety days before the election, then the question
215 may be placed on the ballot by a petition signed by at least ten percent
216 of the voters of the city or town, but not less than twenty such voters,
217 and submitted to the registrars, who shall certify the signatures within
218 seven days after receipt of the petition. On certification of the signa-
219 tures, the local election authority shall have the question placed on the
220 ballot at the next regular city or town general election held more than
221 thirty days after certification.

222 (c) Applicability. This section applies in any city or town to the
223 extent that the local charter does not establish different procedures.

224 Section 7. Local acceptance of general laws.
225 Whenever any provision of the General Laws is to be submitted for
226 acceptance to the voters of a city or town, a fair, concise summary of
227 the contents and purpose of th law shall be prepared by the city
228 solicitor or town counsel, for placement on the ballot, unless the act
229 establishing the provision provides otherwise. The final date for noti-
230 fying, or filing a petition with, the locai election authority or the state
23| secretary to place such a question on the ballot shall be, if no final date
232 is otherwise provided, thirty-five days before the regular city or town
233 general election or sixty days before the regular state general election.
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SUBCHAPTER B. INFORMATION FOR VOTERS

Section 8. Voter information for state elections.
(T) Mailing lists. At least ninety days before the regular state 

general” election, but in Boston twenty-four days, the registrars of 
every city and town shall send to the state secretary mailing lists of the 
voters whose names appear on the most recent first voting list (chapter 
52, sectinn 17 (a)), on which they shall indicate, to the extent practical, 
the addresses which appear to be group residential quarters. The 
registrars shall also send the names of voters who appear only on the 
final voting list (chapter 52, section 17 (b )) . and any corrections to the 
voting list (chapter 52, section 18), as soon as each is prepared.

(b) Information sent. The state secretary shall have printed and 
sent, to every residential address and to each voter who resides in 
group residential quarters, the following information:

(1) with respect to every measure to be submitted to the 
people under the constitution (article 48 of the amendments):

(i) the full text of every measure;
(ii) a copy of the legislative committee's majority and 

minority reports, if any, including the names of the majority and 
minority members;

(iii) a statement of the votes of the general court on
the measure;

(iv) a fair, concise summary of the measure prepared 
by the attorney general, as the summary will appear on the ballot;

(v) a one sentence statement prepared by the state 
secretary, describing the effect of a yes or no vote on the measure; and

(vi) arguments for and against the measure (sub
section (c)); and

(2) with respect to every question placed on the ballot at a 
regular state general election by special law for the purpose of ascer
taining the will of the people on a particular subject, if that law is 
approved on or before the first Wednesday of July before that election:

(i) the text of the question;
(ii) a fair, concise summary prepared by the attorney

general;
(iii) a one sentence statement prepared by the state 

secretary, describing the effect of a yes or no vote on the question; 
and

(iv) arguments for and against the Question sub
section (c)).
This section does not apply to a public policy question (section 5).
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275 (c) Arguments. The state secretary shall seek these arguments
276 from the principal proponents and opponents of every measure (subsec-
277 tion (b )(1 )) and question (subsection (b)(2)), and the argument must
278 be filed with him on or before the tenth day after the day the measure
279 or question is finally received by the state secretary for submission to
280 the voters, or within whatever additional time the state secretary desig-
281 nates. The principal proponents and opponents are the persons deter-
282 mined by the state secretary to be best able to present the argument for
283 or against the measure or question at that time. The principal propon-
284 ents of a measure which is the subject of an initiative or referendum
285 petition are a majority of the first ten signers of the petition. In
286 determining the principal proponents and opponents, the state secretary
287 shall contact every nonelected political committee on file with the director
288 of campaign and political finance (chapter 56) which is organized to
289 favor or oppose the measure or question. If an argument is not filed
290 within the time allowed by this subsection, the state secretary shall
291 prepare the argument. No argument under this section may contain more
292 than 150 words. All such arguments are public records (chapter 50,
293 section 5).

294 Section 9. Voter information for city elections.
295 (a) Furnished by local election authority. Whenever any measure
296 or proposed measure submitted to the voters of a city is to be placed on
297 the ballot at any election, the local election authority, except as this
298 section provides otherwise (subsections (b) and (d )), shall send to each
299 voter in the city a copy of it with the statement that the measure is to
300 be voted on at that election.

301 (b )  Summary substituted for tex t. By vote of the local legisla-
302 tive body, a fair, concise summary of the measure or proposed measure
303 may be substituted for a copy of the measure. The summary shall be
304 prepared by the city solicitor and approved by the local legislative
3 0 5  bod y .

306 (c) Time for sending to voters. These copies or summaries shall
307 be sent not less than seven and not more than twenty-one days before
308 the election at which the measure is to be voted on.

309 (d) Suspension of this section. By vote of the local legislative
310 body, this section may be suspended and made inapplicable to a particu-
311 lar measure or proposed measure.
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CHAPTER 55. CONDUCT OF ELECTIONS.

SUBCHAPTER A. PREPARATIONS FOR ELECTIONS.

Section 1. Voting procedures and equipment; approval and regulations.
(a) Approval required. No ballot box, voting machine, or elec

tronic voting system shall be used in any election unless it has been 
approved under this section. It is the responsibility of local election 
authorities, under the direction of the state secretary, to make certain 
that voting equipment conforms to the approved specifications before 
using it in any election. As used in this chapter, "electronic voting 
system" means any system for casting or counting ballots which uses 
electrical or electronic tabulating equipment, or which uses special mark
ing inks or punch card devices in the marking of ballots.

(b) Examination. The state secretary shall examine all types of 
voting equipment, including ballot boxes, voting machines, and electronic 
voting systems, and determine whether it complies with the requirements 
of law (sections 2 and 3) and whether its use would further the efficient 
administration of elections. Any person owning or interested in voting 
equipment may submit it to the state secretary for examination. To 
assist him in examining this equipment, the state secretary may employ, 
subject to appropriation, not more than three individuals who are experts 
in one or more of the fields of data processing, mechanical engineering, 
or public administration.

(c) Report. Within thirty days after completing examination of 
the equipment, the state secretary shall file in his office a report stating 
whether he approves the equipment and including a written or printed 
description and drawings and photographs clearly identifying the equip
ment. After the report is filed, the state secretary shall send a copy of 
it on request to any city, town, or local election authority. After 
equipment has been approved under this section, any change in it which 
does not impair its accuracy, efficiency, or capacity shall not require 
reexamination or reapproval.

(d) Regulations. The state secretary shall adopt regulations 
concerning:

(1) approval of voting equipment under this section;
(2) the contents, form, character, and kind of ballots and 

other materials, supplies, and procedures necessary in the use of voting 
equipment approved under this section and in the process of counting 
and tabulating votes;



1983] H O USE — N o. 4366 73

39 (3) which methods of voting, such as by paper ballot, voting
40 machine, or electronic voting system, may be used; and
41 (4) procedures for voting and for counting, tabulating, and
42 recording votes, in order to achieve and maintain the maximum degree of
43 accuracy, impartiality, and efficiency.

44 Section 2. Criteria for approval of voting equipment.
45 (a) Ballot boxes. Ballot boxes shall have sufficient locks and keys
46 or seal fastenings and shall contain mechanical devices for receiving,
47 registering, and cancelling every ballot deposited in them, but no ballot
48 box shall record any distinguishing number or mark on a ballot.

49 (b) Voting machines.
50 (1) Voting machines shall furnish convenient, simple, and
51 satisfactory means of voting at elections and of ascertaining and record-
52 ing the results with facility and accuracy. Special regard must be given
53 to the prevention and detection of double voting and of voting for candi-
54 dates of more than one political party at a primary election. No machine
55 shall be approved unless it gives the voter as much secrecy in voting as
56 is afforded by the use of paper ballots.
57 (2) Voting machines shall be provided with convenient spaces 
5g where the name of a person may be written in or a sticker affixed by a
59 voter to vote for a person whose name is not printed on the ballot label
60 (section 30). Machines shall be suitably lighted so that the voter will be 
6| able to read easily the titles of the offices, the names of the candidates,
62 and the questions to voters. They shall be equipped with proper locks
63 or devices to prevent any operation of the machine before or after the
64 voting, and with the following counters or indicators:
65 (i) "Public counter”: the counter or other device that
66 registers each time the machine is operated during the election and
67 shows the number of persons who have voted on that machine.
68 (ii) "Protective counter": the counter or other device
69 which registers the total number of times the machine has been operated.
70 (iii) "Vote counters": the counters which numerically
71 register the votes cast for candidates and on ballot questions.
72 (iv) "Vote indicators": the pointers or other devices
73 which are used to vote for candidates or on ballot questions.
74 (3) All voting machines used in primary elections shall be
75 equipped so that election officers an adjust the machines to prevent
76 voters from voting for candidates of any party in which they are not
77 enrolled.

78 (c) Electronic voting systems. Electronic voting systems shall
79 furnish convenient and simple means of voting at elections and of ascer-
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taining and recording the results with facility and accuracy. Special 
regard must be given to the prevention and detection of double voting 
and of voting for candidates of more than one political party at a pri
mary election. No system shall be approved unless it gives the voter a 
much secrecy in voting as is afforded by the use of paper ballots.

Section 3. Provision and choice of voting equipment.
(a) Ballot boxes. The state secretary shall, at the expense of the 

commonwealth, provide every city and town for use at every precinct a 
ballot box approved by him (section 1). If a ballot box becomes defec
tive or is lost or destroyed, the state secretary, on application by the 
local election authority, shall provide another ballot box at the expense 
of the city or town. As used in this chapter, the phrase "where ballot 
boxes are used", or the like, refers to a precinct where votes are cast 
by paper ballot or electronic voting system and (to the extent applicable 
to paper ballots cast by absentee voters (subchapter C), challenged 
voters (section 31), or in case of machine failure (section 29(c))), to the 
use of ballot boxes in precincts where voting machines are used.

(b) Voting machines and electronic voting systems. A city or 
town may, by vote of the local egislative body or selectmen, at a meeting 
held at least ninety days before a state election and at least sixty days 
before a city or town election, decide to purchase, lease, or lease with 
an option to purchase, approved voting machines or electronic voting 
systems (section 1). That voting equipment shall be used in all subse
quent elections until otherwise ordered by vote of that body. The state 
secretary shall be notified of the vote to use or discontinue the use of 
voting equipment within five days. No vote to discontinue use shall take 
effect for a state election unless it is sixty days before that election, or 
for a city or town election unless it is thirty days before that election. 
Any decision r  discontinuance under this subsection is subject to regula
tions by the state secretary concerning approved methods of voting 
(section 1 (d)).

(c) Number of machines or marking units. In a precinct where 
voting machines are used, one machine shall be provided for every four 
hundred voters, or major fraction of that number, registered to vote 
there. Where an electronic voting system is used which requires mark
ing units, at least one unit shall be provided for every one hyndred 
voters. At state primary elections separate voting machines or marking 
units may be used for each political party. The local election authority 
shall determine the number of machines or units for each party at each 
precinct and shall notify the state secretary of that determination at 
least ninety days before the date of the primary election.
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121 (d) Bonding. When voting equipment is leased or purchased by a
122 city or town, or in the case of ballot boxes by the commonwealth, bonds
123 shall be given to the local election authority, or the state secretary in
124 the case of ballot boxes, by the manufacturer or distributer. Bonds shall
125 be given with sufficient sureties to keep the equipment in working order
126 for at least two years and to defend and indemnify the purchaser or
127 lessee against any civil action and for any expense, damage or incon-
128 venience because of infringement of patents or other rights arising from
129 the purchase, lease, or use of the equipment.

130 (e) Care of voting equipment. The local election authority shall
131 provide a place for the safe keeping of the voting equipment used in
132 that city or town and see that it is kept in good order and repair. The
133 custody, care, and repair of the voting equipment shall be at the ex-
134 pense of the city or town but shall be subject to the supervision and
135 control of the state secretary, who may, at the expense of the common-
136 wealth, cause necessary improvements to be made in conformity with law
137 (section 1 (c) and (d>).

138 Section 4. Provision of ballots.
139 State election ballots shall be prepared and furnished by the state
140 secretary, and city and town election ballots by the local election author-
141 ity. Data processing cards and envelopes for them shall be furnished
142 by the state secretary for state elections and by the local election
143 authority for city and town eleections. Absentee ballots, absentee
144 ballots to be used as challenged ballots or in case of machine failure,
145 and specimen ballots shall be prepared and furnished by the same official
146 responsible for the ballots. If ballots provided by the state secretary
147 are not delivered or are lost, destroyed, or stolen, the local election
148 authority shall have ballots as similar as possible prepared for the elec-
149 tion. These substitute ballots shall be accompanied by a sworn statement
150 by the local election authority as to their preparation, their transmittal,
151 and the reason for their substitution.

152 Section 5. Number of ballots.
153 One ballot shall be provided for each voter in each precinct at a
154 general election. The state secretary or local election authority, de-
155 pending on whether it is a state or local election, may provide addi-
156 tional ballots for any precinct if necessary. The number of ballots
157 provided for state primary elections shall be determined by the state
158 secretary and for city and town primary elections by the local election
159 authority. The number of ballots provided for a city or town primary
160 election shall not exceed one of each party for each voter in any ward 
16! or town. Where voting machines or electronic voting systems are used.
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at least one and one half sets of ballot labels shall be provided for each 
machine or marking unit, but at least two sets for each precinct. One 
data processing card and envelope for it shall be provided for each 
voter in each precinct. Absentee ballots shall be provided for voting 
machine precincts, to be used as challenged ballots (section 31) or if all 
the machines at a polling place fail during the election (section 29 (c)).

Section 6. Ballot specifications.
(a) Color and size of paper. Paper ballots, except for primary 

elections, shall be printed on white paper and folded so as to measure 
between four and one half and five inches in width and between six and 
thirteen and one half inches in length. For primary elections, ballots of 
each party shall be printed on paper of a different color.

(b) Type size. Except on voting machine ballot labels, the names 
of candidates shall be printed in black ink in columns, one column within 
each width when folded. Names shall be in capital letters between 
one-eighth and one-quarter inch in height, except that surnames and 
political designations of candidates for president and vice-president and 
names of candidates for United States senator shall be in capital letters 
at least three-sixteenths of an inch in height.

(c) Information and directions. On the ballot shall be printed the 
information that it is an official ballot, the kind of election, the party if 
the election is a primary election, the name of the city or town, the 
precincts in which it is to be used, the date of the election, and a 
facsimile of the signature of the official who had the ballot prepared. On 
paper ballots, at the right of each candidate, each group of candidates 
when voting for a group is permitted or required, and each question, 
spaces shall be provided in which the voter may place an "X" to indicate 
choices. Ballot labels for voting machines and electronic voting systems 
shall be printed so as to afford a similar opportunity for the voters to 
indicate their choices. Directions to aid the voters in indicating their 
choices shall be provided, including the number of persons the voter may 
vote for for each office. If that number is two or more, the instruction 
shall be "Vote for not more than

(d) Arrangement of offices and questions.
(1) At state elections at which any of the following offices are 

to be voted for, these offices shall appear on paper ballots and on 
following order: electors of president and vice-president, United States
senator, governor and lieutenant governor (as a pair at a general elec
tion), attorney general, state secretary, state treasurer, state auditor,
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20| representative in congress, governor's councillor, state senator, and
202 state representative. All other offices to be voted for shall follow in
203 whatever order the state secretary determines. Questions to be voted
204 on shall follow all offices in whatever order the state secretary deter-
205 mines except that questions under the constitution shall precede other
206 questions (section 11(b)).
207 (2) On ballot labels on voting machines used at state elec-
208 tions, the names of candidates for United States senator and names of
209 candidates for governor shall be separated by a space at least an inch in
210 width when the candidates are listed in horizontal rows or an inch in
211 depth when candidates are listed in vertical columns.
212 (3) On paper ballots and ballot labels for electronic voting
213 systems at state elections, the first column or page shall include candi-
214 dates for the following offices:
2 1 5  (i) At presidential elections, presidential electors and
216 United States senator, if any.
217 (ii) At other state elections. United States senator, if
218 any, and governor and lieutenant governor (as a pair at a general
219 election).
220 The candidates for attorney general shall appear at the top of the
221 second column or page.
222 (4) At the presidential primary election candidates for presi-
223 dent shall appear on the ballot first, followed by the candidates for state
224 committee and then for ward or town committee.
225 (5) At city or town elections, candidates for terms of differ-
226 ent length in the same office shall be arranged in groups according to
227 the length of the terms. In cities candidates nominated by single wards
228 but to be voted for at large shall be arranged in groups by wards.

229 Section 7. Candidates' names and addresses on ballots.
230 Ballots for each precinct shall contain the full names as registered 
23| of all duly nominated candidates and no other names (chapter 53, section
232 1), their addresses including street and number, if any, and the name
233 of the city or town except as follows:
234 (a) If a vacancy occurs in a nomination by reason of death or
235 ineligibility, the name of the candidate nominated to fill that vacancy
236 shall, if the ballots have not been printed, be placed on them. If the
237 ballots have been printed, ballots containing the new nomination shall,
238 when practical, be used instead. If such a vacancy is not filled, the
239 ballots shall be so printed without the name of the deceased or ineligible
240 candidate.
241 (b) At presidential elections, the names of candidates for presi-
242 dent and vice-president as a pair (chapter 53, section 10(c)), not their


