
No. 4808HOUSE
By Mr. Nagle of Northampton, petition of William P. Nagle, Jr.,

Nicholas J. Costello, Walter E. Bickford, Carol C. Amick and another
that the Secretary of Environmental Affairs be directed to establish a
program to assist the Commonwealth in the acquisition of agricultural
preservation restrictions. Natural Resources and Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three

An Act to enable charitable corporations or trusts to hold

TITLE TO AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION RESTRICTINGS JOINTLY
WITH THE COMMONWEALTH AND TO ENABLE PRIVATE FUNDS TO
ASSIST IN THE ACQUISITION OF AGRICULTURALPRESERVATION RESTRIC-
TIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Section 11A of Chapter 132 A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out said section and inserting in place thereof
3 the following section:
4 Section 11A. The secretary of environmental affairs shall estab-
-5 lish a program to assist the commonwealth in the acquisition of
6 agricultural preservation restrictions as defined in section thirty-
-7 one of chapter one hundred and eighty-four, for land actively
8 devoted to agricultural or horticultural uses as defined in sections
9 one to five, inclusive, of chapter sixty-one A.

10 The commissioner of food and agriculture may from funds
11 appropriated to carry out the provisions of this section, or received
12 from other sources, pay any agricultural land owner for a project
13 submitted by acity or town and approved by the agricultural lands
14 preservation committee established by section eleven B such
15 amount as is determined by said agricultural lands preservation
16 committee to be equitable in consideration of anticipated benefits
17 from such project but not to exceed the differencebetween the fair
18 market value of such land and the fair market value of such land
19 restricted for agricultural purposes pursuant to this section.
20 Notwithstanding any law to the contrary the commissioner of
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21 food and agriculture may accept any gifts or grants of money from
22 any source, public or private, including but not limited to the
23 United States or its agencies, in order to carry out the provisions of
24 this section. Gifts or grants of money accepted pursuant to this
25 section shall be expended only towards the purchase of such res-
-26 trictions, including necessary related expenses thereto. Records of
27 any gifts or grants of money shall be kept and audited by the state
28 auditor.
29 Title to agricultural preservation restrictions shall be held in the
30 name of the commonwealth; provided however, that acity or town
31 in which such land is located, or a charitable corporation or trust
32 approved by the commissioner and whose purposes are consistent
33 with this section which provides assistance satisfactory to the
34 agricultural lands preservation committee including but not limit-
-35 ed to providing funds or portions thereof toward the purchase of
36 such restriction, the providing of legal services and the enforce-
-37 ment of the preservation restriction, shall hold such preservation
38 restriction jointly with the commonwealth.
39 Projects shall be administered by conservation commissions in
40 cities and towns in which such commissions have been established,
41 or in a city, by the city council or its delegated agency subject to the
42 provisions of the city charter, or in a town, by the board of
43 selectmen or its delegated agency. Said commissioner, subject to
44 the approval of the secretary, shall establish procedures for man-
-45 agement of such program.


