
HOUSE No. 5180
By Mr. Freeman of Chelmsford, petition of Bruce N. Freeman for 

legislation to regulate the operation and inspection of apiaries. Natural 
Resources and Agriculture.

&f)e Comtmmtoealtf) of fHatf«adju*etts(

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three.

A n A ct  fu rth er  r e g u l a t in g  the operation  an d  inspection  of

APIARIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House o f Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority o f  the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 128 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out sections 32 to 38, inclusive, and inserting
3 in place thereof the following sixteen sections: —
4 Section 32. The following words as used in sections thirty-two to
5 thirty-eight, inclusive, shall have the following meanings unless the
6 context otherwise requires:
7 “Abandoned apiary”, an apiary in this state whose location has
8 not been reported to the commissioner and for which the owner
9 cannot be located after reasonable effort.

10 “Apiary”, a place where one or more colonies of bees are kept
11 and shall include hives and bees.
12 “Bee”, the insect commonly known as the honey bee (apis
13 mellitera), or other species of the genus apis, at any stage of its
14 existence including the egg, larval, pupal or adult stage.
15 “Brood comb”, a structure of cells composed of beeswax in
16 which bees lay their eggs and which immature bees are reared.
17 “Colony”, the hive and its equipment including bees, comb and
18 honey.
19 “Commissioner”, the commissioner of the department of agricul-
20 ture.
21 “Department”, the massachusetts department of agriculture.
22 “Destroy”, to burn bees, combs and frames or other equipment
23 which cannot be disinfected by scorching or other approved
24 methods.



2

25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63

H O U S E  — N o .  5180 [January

“Disease”, any serious malady which is infectious, contagious, 
or injurious to bees and shall include: American foulbrood, 
European foulbrood, or external or internal parasites or parasitoids 
of bees.

“Equipment”, hives, supers, and frames.
“Hive”, frame, hive, box hive, box, barrel, log gum, skep or 

other receptacle or container, natural or artificial, or any part 
thereof, which is used or employed as a domicile for bees.

“Honeycomb”, a structure of cells composed of beeswax in 
which bees store honey.

“Inspector”, any person designated by the commissioner to 
inspect apiaries and enforce this chapter.

“Owner”, a person who in any way owns, leases, posseses or 
otherwise controls an apiary, colony, hive, bees, or equipment and 
shall include the agent of such person.

“Person”, shall include all corporations, partnerships, associa
tions, societies, individuals or group of individuals or any employ
ees, servant, or agent acting for or employed by any person as 
above defined.

Section 32A. With the approval of the commissioner, the 
inspector of apiaries shall prepare and distribute from time to time 
such literature upon the subject of bee culture as he deems 
advisable, shall make or cause to be made through his assistants 
such inspection of the bee colonies and beekeeping equipment 
through the commonwealth as is necessary to discover and 
suppress all bee diseases of a contagious or infectious nature 
inclusive of virus, fungus, bacterial or animal parasite.

The commissioner shall enforce the provisions of this chapter. 
He may, with the approval of the governor, appoint one or more 
inspectors who shall be authorized to inspect all apiaries and 
otherwise enforce the provisions of this chapter. The commissioner 
shall pay any such inspectors their salary and necessary expenses 
incurred in the performance of these duties from the moneys 
annually available to the Department.

The inspector or his assistants, upon discovery of bee diseases or 
any comb cross-built or fastened to the container in any apiary or 
colony shall give instruction to the owner or caretaker thereof as to 
the treatment of the diseased and miskept colonies, infected combs 
and equipment and shall cause the diseased and miskept colonies
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a  and all infected combs, hives and equipment to be treated, d>sP°^d 
5 of or destroyed in such manner as to suppress the disease, Tor the 

loss of colonies of bees and property destroyed by the inspector or
67 his assistants the commonwealth shall pay to the owner two do ars

M ^Section 33. It shall be the duty of any person who is the owner
70 of any bees, apiary, colony, or hive to report to the Commissioner
71 in writing the following information.

^ 7 2  (1) the location of all such apiaries by June 1 of each year;
73 (2) the change of location of any apiary within two weeks unless
74 the change of location is to provide pollination services and the
75 colonies will be returned to a registered apiary. Hives from a
76 registered apiary may be moved to another registered apiary
77 without re-registering;
7jj (3 ) the discovery of a serious disease within any of his colonies; 
79 (4) the transportation into this state of any colonies or used
gO equipment, except as noted in Section 3032(c); and 
g | (5) the fact that he is engaged in the rearing of queen bees or any
g2 other bees for sales, if applicable;
83 (6) all the information provided to the Massachusetts Depart-
g4 ment of Agriculture shall be in strict confidence for use only in the 
g5 inspection of bee colonies.
g6 The inspector shall keep a detailed record of the number and
87 location of all colonies inspected by him or his assistants, the
88 number and location of all colonies found diseased, the treatment
89 thereof, and expenditures incurred in the performance of the duties
90 of his office. He shall report to the commissioner annually, and at
91 such other times as the commissioner requests.
92 Section 33A. The commissioner, or his inspectors, shall ex-
93 amine all apiaries as necessary and ascertain whether any serious
94 disease which is injurious to bees is present. If any such disease is
95 found, he shall give the owners or caretakers of the diseased 

I 96 apiaries written orders to treat, destroy, or otherwise handle the
97 infected colonies in order to prevent the spread or dissemination of
98 the disease.
99 The commissioner or his inspectors shall inspect all diseased
100 apiaries a second time no less than fifteen days after the first
101 inspection and may destroy any colonies of bees if he finds them
102 not cured of such disease, or not treated or handled according to
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103 his instructions, together with honeycombs, hives or other equip-
104 ment, without recompense to the owner thereof. Any order to bur
105 colonies shall be appealable within five days to the commissioner
106 who shall provide the owner a hearing within ten days of the order
107 during which the order may be stayed. All hive parts with Ameri-
108 can foulbrood disease shall be marked A.F.B., or other acceptable
109 symbol, with weatherproof marker.
110 Section 34. No person shall knowingly maintain a colony or
111 colonies of honey bees in hives, other receptacles, trees or other
112 lodging places in which brood combs are fastened to the container
113 of the colony or cross-built. No person shall neglect, expose, sell,
114 barter, give or in any other way dispose of diseased bees or any 
1 15 colony container, comb, frame, or other appliance used about the 
1 16 diseased bees in whole or in part in such manner as to cause the 
117 spread of the disease.
1 18 The owner of the apiary in which a disease exists shall not
119 knowingly sell, barter, give away, or move any diseased bees,
120 colonies, honey, hives, combs or equipment unless he has the
121 written consent of the commissioner; such person shall not in any
122 way expose other bees to the danger of the disease.
123 Section 34A. No person shall expose in any place to which bees
124 have access, any bee products, hives or other apiary equipment or
125 appliances in such manner that contagious or infectious diseases of
126 bees may be disseminated therefrom. Where such conditions or
127 other unsanitary conditions and methods are found, they shall be
128 abated in accordance with instructions issued by the apiary inspec-
129 tor or deputy apiary inspector. If the instructions are not followed
130 within fifteen days, the inspector may cause the bee products, hives
131 or other apiary equipment or appliances to be destroyed, without
132 compensation to owner, lessee or agent in charge.
133 Section 35. It shall be unlawful for any person to keepormain-
134 tain honeybees in hives, boxes, kegs or other receptacles in which
135 combs are cross-built or fastened so as to make impossible the
136 thorough examination of every comb and to determine whether
137 any bee disease is present. A ll such types of hives or receptacles for
138 bees which are in use are hereby declared to be a public nuisance
139 and a menace to beekeeping in the commonwealth and the apiary
140 inspector or any deputy apiary inspector may seize and destroy the
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141 same without compensation to the owner, lessee or agent in charge
142 of same.
143 Section 35A. The commissioner or his authorized inspector
144 may enter at a reasonable hour, public or private premises, except
145 private dwellings, for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of
146 this chapter and shall have access, ingress, and egress, to any apiary
147 or place where he has reason to believe bees or equipment are kept.
148 Any person who restricts, impedes, gives false information or
149 hinders in any way the commissioner or his inspectors in the
150 discharge of his duties shall be subject to the penalties of this
151 chapter.
152 Section 35B. No person may ship or transport into this State
153 any colony or used bee equipment unless it is accompanied by the
154 following documents:
155 (1) An entry permit, issued by the Department; and
156 (2) A valid inspection certificate that was issued by an author-
157 ized apiary inspector of the state or origin; and which states that
158 based on an inspection by that inspector within the preceeding two
159 months, the colony or equipment is disease free.
160 Before a person may ship or transport into this State any colony
161 or used bee equipment, the person shall request an entry level
162 permit by submitting to the Department:
163 0) An inspection certificate from the state of origin;
J64 (2) The name, address, and state of residence of the shipper;
65 (3) The person to whom and destination to which the colony or

166 bee equipment is to be shipped;
167 (4) The number of hives that contain bees;
wq J 5  ̂ The tyPe and quantity of bee equipment contained in the 

shipment;
170
171
172
173

(6) 1 he date of the last official inspection of the apiary and bee 
equipment;

O) The total number of colonies in the apiary inspected-

174 theSniarv T T h  i  ° ,f  - " fe ,:,C d  “ ' 0 n ie S ’ i f  a n y ' th a t w cre  f ° “ " d '«tne apiary on the last inspection; and 

,76  SI I he n“,,' ber of thesc colonies that were destroyed
I”  of the u " ,0edSM tra"hP° [!.in' 0 ‘he coram»n* “ ltl' fr»m outside
178 equipmeStor a used anoT ^  ‘° 8' " US APis' bee
179 the department ™ ° M Pn° r Wri,te" Pe™,ssio„ of
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180 No person may ship or transport into this state any queen bee or
181 packaged bee unless it is accompanied by a valid certificate that
182 was issued by an authorized inspector of the state of origin and
183 which states that the bee is from a disease free colony.
184 A person, who receives a delivery of a colony or bee that was
185 transported into the Commonwealth without the documents
186 required under this subtitle, immediately shall give to the Depart-
187 ment notice of the delivery.
188 Any colony or bee that is transported into the Commonwealth
189 and that is not accompanied by the documents required under this
190 subtitle shall be restricted to an area that the Department desig-
191 nates and may not be moved. The Department shall give the owner
192 notice that unless the colony or bee is removed from the Common-
193 wealth within twenty-four hours, it may be destroyed by the
194 department at the expense of the owner. The department may
195 destroy at the expense of the owner any bee or colony that is not
196 removed from the commonwealth within twenty-four hours after
197 notice is given under this subsection.
198 Section 36. A person engaged in the rearing of bees for sale shall
199 have his apiary inspected by the commissioner at least twice during
200 each summer season and, if any disease is found which is injurious
201 to bees, shall at once cease to ship bees from such diseased apiary
202 until the commissioner declares, in writing, such apiary free from
203 an such diseases, and whenever the commissioner shall find the
204 apiary rearing bees for sale free from disease, he shall furnish the
205 owner with a certificate to that effect.
206 Section 36A. If an owner wishes to ship bees or equipment into
207 another state or country he may apply to the commissioner for an
208 inspection for serious bee diseases likely to prevent the acceptance
209 0f the bees or beekeeping equipment in the State or country.
210 Upon receipt of the application, or as soon thereafter as may be
211 conveniently practicable, the commissioner shall comply with the
212 request.
213 Section 36 B. No person shall sell, offer for sale, give, offer to give,
214 barter, or offer to barter any bees, honeycombs, or used beekeep-
215 ing appliances without a permit from the commissioner of agricul-
216 ture. Such permit, or copy of such permit, shall accompany any
217 such transfer of ownership. The director may refuse such permit
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218 until he finds by inspection that said bees, honeycombs, or used
219 beekeeping appliances are apparently free from any contagious or
220 infectious diseases of bees.
221 This section does not apply to the transfer of ownership of
222 honeycomb for human consumption or of live bees in cages with-
223 out combs or honey.
224 Section 37. All hives shall be marked with the name of the
225 owner, to be easily found by the inspector. Branding or stencil 
J226 marking or broad ink pen will be acceptable. One hive per apairy
227 must have owner’s name, address, and telephone number either on
228 the hive or inside.
229 Section 37A. No person shall package, label, sell, keep for sale,
230 expose or offer for sale, any article or product in imitation or
231 semblance of honey branded as “honey”, “liquid or extracted
232 honey”, “strained honey”, “imitation honey” or “pure honey”
233 which is not pure honey made by honey bees. No person, firm,
234 association, company or corporation shall manufacture, sell,
235 expose or offer for sale, any compound or mixture branded or
236 labelled as “honey” which consists of honey mixed with any other
237 substance or ingredient. There shall be printed on the package
238 containing such compound or mixture a statement of the ingre-
239 dients of which it is made and if honey if one of such ingredients it
240 shall be so plainly stated in the same size type as are the other
241 ingredients; provided, however, such compounds shall not be
242 packaged, sold, exposed for sale as “honey” or “imitation honey”
243 not shall such compound or mixture be branded or labeled with the
244 word “honey”, other than as herein provided.
245 Section 37B. The commissioner is authorized to establish and
246 maintain quarantines prohibiting the shipment into or within the
247 commonwealth, or any subdvision thereof, of any bees, queen
248 bees, used hives or any part thereof, used appliances, or any
249 material capable of transmitting any bee diseases, for such periods 

||250 and under such conditions as he deems necessary to control, eradi- 
*•51 cate, or prevent the introduction, spread, or dissemination of any 
252 bee diseases, giving such notice thereof as is prescribed by him. 
‘53 During the existence of such order no person shall remove or ship 
‘ from such area any such material except by special permission or

order of the director; provided that before the director promul-
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256 gates the order of quarantine as provided in this section, he shall,
257 after due notice to interested persons, give a public hearing under
258 such rules and regulations as he prescribes, at which hearing any
259 interested person may appear and be heard, either in person or by
260 attorney.
261 Section 38. A person who violates a provision of this chapter,
262 or a regulation adopted under its authority, shall be fined not more
263 than $500.00 for each offense.
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