
HOUSE 5361
By Mr. DeNucci of Newton, petition of A. Joseph DeNucci, Nicho-

las J. Buglione and Iris K. Holland for legislation to require certain
persons to report cases of child abuse or neglect. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Three

An Act regarding the reporting of certain cases of child abuse.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section SIA of Chapter 119, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 434 of the Acts of 1980, is hereby further
3 amended by inserting after the second paragraph the following:
4 The department shall notify the District Attorney for the county
5 in which said child resides when there is reasonable cause to
6 believe that the conditions listed in said paragraph have caused
7 said child:
8 (1) “Serious bodily injury” defined as bodily injury or neglect
9 which creates a substantial risk of death or which causes serious or

10 permanent disfigurement or protracted loss or serious impairment
11 of any bodily function or organ; and, or
12 (2) “Sexual Abuse”, construed as any conduct which is prohi-
-13 bited by the rape laws of the Commonwealth, both statutory and
14 forcible found at G.L. c265,§ I3H, 22A, 23, 238, G.L. c272 §2, 3,
15 4,4A, 48, 5 between a child and other family member or person in
16 a position of power of control over the child.
17 Prior to any action being taken by said District Attorney or the
18 department, each shall give the other ten days prior written notice
19 of the proposed action.
20 This section shall become effective February I, 1983.

1 SECTION 2. The commissioner of social services is hereby
2 authorized and directed to establish an advisory committee on
3 persons and organizations with a special expertise in the area of
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4 child physical and sexual abuse for the purpose of making an
5 investigation and study concerning the following; the efficient
6 deployment of the Commonwealth’s resources in order to effectu-
7 ate a multi-disciplinary response to child abuse as defined in this
8 section; the development of training and educational programsfor
9 child welfare professionals and agencies; the development of a

10 diversion system as an alternative to incarceration; identification
I 1 and elimination of the limitations ofeach agency which inhibit full
12 participation and coordination of present child abuse programs
13 through the development of intra and interagency policies, regula-
-14 tions and procedures, the refinement of forms and procedures for
15 assuring the confidential exchange of medical, social and legal case
16 information; and formulations of methods by which the Depart-
-17 ment and the District Attorney may develop plans and approaches
18 to cases reported by the Department to the District Attorney.
19 Said committee shall hold public hearings before submitting its
20 report, together with drafts of rules and regulations necessary to

21 carry such recommendations into effect, to the clerk of the house
22 of representatives no later than eighteen months after this bill
23 becomes law.


